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My Lorp, 


THE prefervation of our excellent confti- 
tution, and the promotion of the public 
profperity and happinefs, being the avowed 
principles and purpofe of that moft laudable 
aflociation of independent Members of Par- 
hament, which your Lordthip is at the head 
of, entitle you not only to the good withes, 
but to the affiftance, alfo, of every fincere 
friend to Great Britain; and if in our idea 
of the conftitution we include the juft rights 
and prerogatives of the crown, without 
which the monarchy cannot fubfift, nor the 
liberty of the fubject be preferved ; and five 
credit to the charges brought by either of the 
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ere 
two. parties which now divide Parliament 
again{t the other, there mever was a time 
when the interference of the independent and 
unattached Members of both Houfes was 


more neceflary. Thefe charges I {hall 


_ therefore briefly ftate, as I have heard them 


urged by each party as the ground of. the 
meafures I mean to fuggeft for averting thofe 
calamities which both agree are impending 
The old Whigs, as they call them- 
felves, it is faid, have been uniform in the 


Over usS. 


purfuit of their plan of lowering the’King’s 
authority, by depriving the Crown of its 


influence, ever fince their expulfion from Mi- 
niftry. by. the Earl of Bute. 


The affectation 
of Patriotif{m, and a zeal for the lberty.of 
the people, or more properly, for their own 
power over: their Sovereign, is allowed. to. be 
fair game in every oppofition; for as they 
receive no emoluments for their fervices, the 
breath of a multitude is as+flender .a diet 
as even courtiers could with them to. have ‘to 
fubfift on, _ But when an oppofition gets:into 
office, and the King trufts them with the 'ex- 
ercife of his power, the farce is at an-end, 
and, after a few aukward: apologies, and a 
few ineffectual votes with old connections, 
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Say ae 
by way of confiftency, the bufinefs of Go- 


vernment is expected to be taken up, and 
carried on in the ufual way. Such, how- 
€ver, was not the conduct of the old Whigs, 
when they came into office in 1765, for, 
connected by many ties of relationfhip, they 
found themfelves the moft numerous bedy 
m Parliament, except the dependants of the 
Crown, and therefore they imagined that if 
they could augment their own power by 
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meafures fubverfive of the King’s authori- 
ty, they would fo reduce the influence of 
the Crown to an inferiority, or at leaft to an 
equality with themfelves, that they would 


lay the Crown under the neceflity of conti- 


nuing them in employment, for, they in of- 
poftion could, upon all popular queftions, 
when the country gentlemen would go with 
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them, defeat the minifter; but they in admi- 
nifiration could defy all. oppofition. Hence 
wt is faid that they facrificed the revenue 
to their popularity in the cider counties, by 
the repeal of that moft equal tax upon it, and 
that they facrificed the commerce, revenue, 
and fovereignty of Great Britain, to popu- 
larity with the American faction, by the re- 
peal of the ftamp tax... Their fhort continu- 


ance 








fe 
ance did not permit them to do much more 
mifchief, and their being out of power from 
the year 1776 to the year 1782, left them 
without the means of purfuing their plan any 
farther than by fomenting and abetting the 
rebellion in America, and lending fome of 
their party to the Minifter to defeat his plans 
for fubduing it. The hard conditions they 
impofed upon the King, when they came into 
power in 1782, were in perfect conformity 
to their plan of inthralling Majefty, and the 
eagernefs with which they framed and pur- 
fued meafures for reducing the King’s influ- 
ence is too well known to require being 
particularly mentioned. They indeed fo ef- 
feGtually employed the power of the fove- 
reign, to deftroy his authority and influence, 
that in their {hort continuance in office they 
found means to reduce the number attached 
by offices. to the Crown, in the Houfe of 
‘Commons, below the number neceflary to 
form an Houfe; and by depriving all revenue 
officers, whether freeholders or freemen, of 
their votes at elections, they did not leave 
any other Minifter the power of fecuring even 
his own feat in it. And had they fucceeded 
in ferzing into their own hands the whole re- 
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ee 


venue of India, they would have confirmed 
themfelves in office for life. The immediate 
confequences of their meafures were fuch as 
the party intended ; for when the coalition 
adminiftration was difmiffed in 1784, the 
new Minifter, Mr. Pitt, found a determined 
majority againft him ; and fo open were they 
in avowing their purpofe of reducing the 
King to a dependence upon their party, that 
they carried a refolution to the effe@ of in- 
fifting that the King had not a right to ap- 
point any minifter they did not recommend; 
and to force His Majefty to acquiefcence, 
they. threatened to withhold the fupplies and. 
difband the army. : Of the democratic prin- 
ciples of this party, therefore, the mini- 
{terialfts aflert there can be no doubt, and 
that it is the duty of every well-wither to 
the monarchy to keep a {trict watch over 
them. 


Mr. Pitt's purpofe to reduce the Crown to 
a dependance on him, it is faid by the old. 
Whigs, though more concealed, is not the lefs 
to be apprehended. If he does not diminith 
its power, he takes care to prevent the Crown 
from exercifing it by any other than himfelf 


alone, 
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eM alone, by filling all the departments of the 
lk Government with men not only attached 
a to, and dependent upon, himfelf, but fuch 


i as are fo incapable of difcharging the duties 


t of their offices, that they are fure no other 
| \ Minifter would continue them, and there- 
' fore can have no hope of remaining but 
| i from fupporting him; for fhould the King 
| ! be difpleafed with Mr. Pitt, which of the 
| f other Minifters, they afk, could he fend to 


| fupply his place for a day? fo that Mr. Pitt, 
i by his management, has reduced the King 
to the neceflity of either continuing him /ole 
I Minifier, or of making an entire and total 


Bt ; oe : 
ae change of his adminiftration, a thing highly 
i difagreeable and diferaceful to the Crown, 


and not to be done but from great neceflity. 


tt It is befid T cami 
2 tis befide my purpofe to examine or con- 
| trovert the truth of either party's charge 
| againft the other; but the whole nation will 
make an exception in the laft in favour of that 
| great Atlas of the conftitution, and ornament 
| | | of the woolfack, whofe brilliant wit, vaft com- 
pai prehenfion, found judgment, and inflexible 
| integrity, give equal dignity and ftrength to 


ea the Crown,’ and fecurity to the liberties and 
| properties 


SRS 
properties of the people: but whatever be the 
defigns of the parties, the injurious effects 
of the curtailments of the influence of the 
Crown already begin to fhew themfelves, and 
call for immediate remedy. A long courfe 
of parliamentary proceedings having decided 
again{t the Lords’ interfering in the grant of 
money to the Crown, the Members of that 
Houfe have had no other way of preferving 
their own importance on thofe occafions, 
than by placing in the Houfe of Commons 
the younger branches of their families, and 
for whom the public Boards offered offices 


f{uitable to their rank and talents; and it is 
very remarkable that almoft all the great 
minifters this country ever produced were 
younger brothers; and thefe gentlemen, at 
the fame time they maintained the balance 
again{t the -prevailing power of the demo- 
cracy, by preferving the influence of: the 
Lords, gave effeftual fupport to the. King’s 
meafures, and were a creditable connection 
for his Minifter. - The abolition of the Board 
of Trade, Board of Green Cloth, and Board 
of Police; with fo many of the other ap- 
pendages* of the Court, has deprived thefe 
gentlemen of the expectation of obtaining 


office, 
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[ 2 ] 
office, by getting into the Houfe of Com- 
mons; and the great Lords, finding they can- 
not obtain a comfortable provifion for their 
relations, by fending them into Parliament, 
will probably give up the idea of maintaining 
an influence there, and /e// their feats to the 
bef? bidder. Thefe bidders will probably be 
the plunderers of the Eaft, and the fpend- 
thrifts of the Weft, who feek a fcreen for 
their peculation, or protection for their per- 
fons ; General Officers, without regiments, 
who calculate upon obtaining them during the 
time of the Parliament, and fo to lay their 
money well out; Lieutenant Colonels, who 
feek- promotion ; and Naval Officers, who 
wifh to enjoy the fortunes they have made 
without more fighting ; or fuch as expect 
profitable commands in cafe of a war, or lu- 
Thefe, 
with mafqued contractors and fubfcription- 
feekers, will make up the great body of the 
Commons; and it will be no wonder to find 
the ancient country Gentlemen of large ef- 
tates eager to leave fuch company, and be- 
come Peers. But what will then become of 
the dignity and independence of the Houfe 
of Commons? and where are we to look for 


the 


crative ftations in times of peace. 
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the fupporters of public liberty, and the op- 
pofers of the encroachments of the Crown? 
It therefore appears, from this fimple de- 
duétion, that the meafures, which have for 
their avowed object the diminifhing the in- 
fluence of the Crown, will, in their confe- 
quences, render the Commons a more depen- 
dent body than they have ever been upon it; 
and therefore, before the evil takes root, and 
the malady becomes incurable, I truft your 
illuftrious body will dare to fave the Conft- 
tution, by bravely combating popular prejudi- 
ces, and extirpating thofe empiric remedies, 
which, by pretending to cure it of an ima- 
ginary difeafe, have endangered its health. 
Let it, then, be your firft motion to afk leave 
to bring in a bill to amend Mr. Burke’s Re- 
form Act, by reftoring thofe three Boards, 
with a capacity to their members to fit in the 
Houfe of Commons. 


The reftraint laid upon the Crown, in the 
grant of Penfions, by that act, ought alfo to 
be taken off; for it has a moft mifchievous 
operation ref{pecting the public bufinefs. Old 
and faithful fervants can no longer look up 
to a competent provifion for themfelves or 
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[ 4 |] 
families ; and fuch as become inefficient can- 
not be removed, without the greateft cruelty, 
for want of an adequate compenfation. It 
is true, the King may {ftill grant penfions ; 
but if he does grant any, exceeding the paltry 
fum of three hundred pounds, which will 
net the receiver not above two hundred 
pounds, the Minifter muft ftate it to Parlia- 
ment, and expofe himfelf to the cavil and 
abufe of Oppofition ; a fituation which every 
Minifter will avoid, upon every poffible oc- 
cafion: fo that as long as a man can either 
fee or hear he may expe to be obliged to 
continue in his office, or quit it without any 
thing to live upon. 


But when you have thus reftored the dig- 
nity of the Houfe of Commons, and efficien- 
cy to the Public Offices, the rendering thofe 
ofiices the careful depofitories of all tranfac- 
tions in them, and communications made to 
them, will be a moft effential fervice to the 
King and Nation; for by fo doing you will 
put every fucceeding officer in pofleffion of 
the knowledge and experience of his prede- 
ceflor ; and if the confidential commis are re- 


tained, 





babs 4] 


tained, the people will not fuffer materially 


by any change in the principals. 


Before the acceffion of his prefent Majetty, 
it had been the pra¢tice of every Secretary 
of State, when he refigned the Seals, to carry 
out of the office as many of the original pa- 
pers and letters which came into it during his 
adminiftration as he thought fit, confidering 
all the correfpondence addrefled to him, as 
Secretary of State, as his private property. 
This practice was intended to be put a {top 
to, by a fignification of the King’s. pleafure, 
after Mr. Pitt’s refignation, “ That no ori- 
ginal papers fhould be taken away by any fu- 
ture Secretary of State, but that he might 
have copies of whatever he defired.” This 
order was followed by another regulation, the 
e{tablifhment of the Paper Office; the occa- 
fion of which is fo curious a fact, and will fo 
clearly fhew the little care which had bec 
taken of public documents, that I {fhall 
{tate it particularly. My very good friend 
and former colleague, Mr. John Pownall, 
whofe great talents, and comprehenfive know- 
ledge, rendered the Board of Trade fo highly 
beneficial to this country for many years, 
having occafion to refer to fome tranfaction 
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before the Reftoration, expected to find an 
account of ‘it in the books of the Privy Coun- 
cil, in which, until that time, the whole ex- 
ecutive government was abforbed. 


Upon inquiry at the office he was inform- 
ed there were no books there of fo old a 
date; but one of the clerks told him there 
were feveral old books in a room over the old 
gateway into Privy Garden, which was then 
ftanding, and that it was probable he might 
find what he wanted there. My indefatiga- 
ble friend immediately climbed up the rotten 
ftaircafe, and finding the door of the room 
faftened by a lock, which had not been open- 
ed for many years, and to which there was 
no key to be found, procured a {mith to break 
it open with his fledge-hammer ; which be- 
ine done, he was covered with a cloud of 
duft, raifed by a flock of pigeons, who had 
long made that room (the windows being 
broken) their dwelling place. When the 
cloud was diflipated, he removed the filth, 
and there found the books he was in fearch 
of, with many other ancient and public re- 
cords. Mr. Pownall acquainted Mr. Gren- 
ville with the difcovery he had made; and 
that great and excellent Minifter, who was 
always 








aye 
always acceflible to men of talents and ex- 
perience, and received, with thankfulnef{s, 
whatever ufeful information they brought 
him, and gave it the attention its importance 
merited, immediately concerted with him the 
plan of the Paper Office, for the reception 
and prefervation of {uch papers as might be 
{pared from the feveral public offices. Thefe 
two meafures, it might be fuppofed, would 
have rendered any further provifion for their 
prefefvation unnecefflary. But a Jefe tranfac- 
teon, which I was ordered to give fome account 
of before the Houfe of Lords, and fome 
others, which are not yet known to the pub- 
lic *, has fhewn that fomething is {till want- 
ing, and that, I humbly apprehend, is, a 
refolution of one or both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, declaring “ That all original papers, 
“ of a public nature, that are received in- 
to any of the public offices, are the 
“ property of the Crown; and that to re- 
“ move them, or deftroy them, without 


46 


J lately applied for a copy of my evidence before the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons in the year 1765, 
upon the ftate of the American colonies ; when I was told 
that the Proceedings of that moft important Committee 
were not to be found. 
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& His Majefty’s command, is a high crime 
“ and mifdemeanor.” 


As my evidence upon the occafion alluded 
to, as well as my condué& towards the Earl 
of Shelburne, has: been much canvailed and 
mifreprefented, I fhall here take the liberty 
of giving a full hiftory of my fituation and 
tranfactions with his Lordfhip.. 


Every one who is at all acquainted with 
the conftitution of this government muift 
know that all warlike preparations, every 
military operation, and every naval equip- 
ment, mutt be directed by a Secretary of State 
before they can be undertaken. Neither the 
Admiralty, Treafury, Ordnance, Navy or 
Vidtualling Boards, can move a ftep with- 
out the King’s commands fo fignified. 
The heads of the three firft Boards are ge- 
nerally of the Cabinet, and confequently in- 
formed of what is intended; but the Con- 
{titution requires that two other Members of 
each fhould fign any order iffued by the Board 
to give it validity. Hence arifes the almoft 
impoflibility of keeping our defigns a fecret 
from the enemy. As it was my duty to pre- 
pare 


L i ] 

pare all fuch orders, I reprefented to Lord 
George Germaine the great advantage the 
enemy had over us, and the improbability of 
our enterprifes ever fucceeding under fuch a 
practice, and J propofed a method of carrying 
on the bufinefs where fecrecy was required, 
which his lordfhip adopted, and the whole 
Cabinet and his Majefty approved ; and I have 
the great fatisfa@tion to refle&t that not one 
of our fecret expeditions were difcovered or 
defeated. It was owing to that plan, that al- 
though the preparations for the fuccour and 
maintenance of Gibraltar were the greateft 
ever known, the fecret was fo well kept, that 
the great reftorer of the character and difci pline 
of the Britifh navy, the gallant, but perfecuted, 
Rodney, was able to furprife the Spanifh Ad- 
miral*, and that St. Lucia and St. Euftatius 

were 


* In juftice to the memory of a man who poffeffed the 
beft. talents\for executive bufinefs that I ever was acquaint- 
ed with, Mr. Richard Atkinfon, I think it proper to men- 
tion the preparation of one article, which, with the forges, 
was fo fuccefsfully employed in the deftru€tion of the 
enemy. The article was coals, with which it was found 
the Mr. Foxes had a contratt for fupplying Gibraltar. 
To have defired the contra&ors to provide them would 
have been to tell all the world where they were going, at 
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were likewife furprifed*. I fincerely hope 
that before this country is engaged in another 
war all thofe whom I had the honour to 
ferve with, and myfelf, may be beyond the 
but whenever that mif- 
an will be found where 
An efpecial 


reach of its alarms ; 
fortune happens, the pl 
#t was my duty to depofite it. 
confidence was, in confequence of this plan, 
neceflarily placed in me; and therefore, al- 
though it was my wifh to have retired when 
Lord Sackville refigned the feals, as I 1ma- 
gined fuch a change of meafures would fol- 


the fame time the fending them from any other perfon was 
4 violation of the contract. ‘To preferve the fecret, and 
avoid giving offence to the contractors, Mr. Atkinfon offer- 
ed to procure the coals'in quality of agent for the Mr. Foxes, 
and to give to them the advantage of the purchafe, with- 
out making any charge for commifhion, when the bufinefs 
was executed, and he actually procured the coals accord- 
ingly. 


* The orders to the General and Admiral (thofe to the 
latter from the Admiralty, being only a tranfcript of the 
Secretary of State’s letter to that Board) were difpatched 
to Portfmouth within two hours after the refolution of the 
Council was reported and approved by the King ; and it 
was owing to that extraordinary fpeed that the expedition 
arrived in time to fend after and overtake the Dutch fleet, 


which had failed two days before. 
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low as I fhould feel great repugnance in car- 
rying into execution, yet I fubmitted my 
continuance or removal to his Majefty’s good 
pleafure; and my repugnance to continue 
was not a little increafed by the apprehenfion 
that Mr. Dundafs, who had been the occa- 
fion of his Lordfhip’s refignation, was to be 
his fucceflor. But I foon perceived, by his 
friend Mr. Atkinfon’s converfation, that a 
new diftribution of the three Secretaries’ offi- 
ces was in that gentleman’s contemplation, and 
that he meant to content himfelf with the 
éttor of the Eaft-India_ rofe, without en- 
dangering the pricking his finger with the 
American thorn, though he had no objec- 
tion to its reprefentative, the thiftle, of his 
own country; the well-known qualities of 
that plant to offend thofe who touch it génily, 
but to do no injury to thofe who Squeeze it 
hard, being very much to his mind. I was 
however made happy by the appointment of 
Mr. Ellis, and was honoured with the King’s 
approbation of my continuing in the office. 
The fhort time the adminiftration lafted af- 
ter Mr. Ellis’s appointment, did not allow. 
the Public much opportunity of profiting 
by his found judgment and great experience ; 

but 







































[ 22 ] 
but hig recommendation of Sir Guy Carle- 
ton to be Commander in Chief in North 
America was a fervice that met with gene- 
ral applaufe, and gave a promife of better 
fuccefs in the next campaign than in any 
that had preceded it. Sir Guy was not 
failed, nor had he received his full inftructi- 
ons, when Mr. Ellis refigned. As the change 
of Adminiftration was general, and the whole 
eppofition was to come in, and the Earl of 
Shelburne was faid to be the American Secre- 
tary, I begged Mr. Ellis to requeft from the 
King permiflion for me to retire. The ftrong 
part I had taken againft the American rebel- 
lion made ime particularly obnoxious; and 
my having done the only vigorous act of the 
jate Adminiftration again{ft its abettors in 
England, by feizing Captain Hutchins and 
his papers, without any warrant at ally in 
defiance of ali the bad law, and factious ora- 
tory that had been bellowed out againft ge- 
neral warrants, was not likely to have con- 
ciliated the noble Earl’s good will, or that of 
bis friends; and as I had no title to their 
friendfhip, neither had I any claim upon 
their gratitude, for I had done my utmoft to 
keep them out of office; and if every one of the 
King’s 


Ree 


King’s fervants had acted with the fame zeal, 
or thofe who did not had been punithed as 
they deferved, I am well perfuaded that neither 
the Earl himfelf, nor his particular friends, 
would have feen the infide of the Cabi- 
net Council Chamber. Knowing fo much 
of each other, therefore, as we did, it was 
not poffible for that mutual confidence to 
grow up, or fubfift between us, which is 
fo effential to the fituation I ftood in, the 
moft important of all the fubordinate offices 
of the State. But as I knew how injurious 
to the King’s fervice and the public affairs 
my then withdrawing muit be, I begged Mr. 
Ellis to acquaint his Majefty that I fhould 
remain in the office to bring up all the de- 
pending bufinefs, and to give every in- 
formation I was poflefled of, to whoever 
his Majefty fhould think ft te appoint 
his Secretary of State, as long as my 
attendance fhould be defired. I was there- 
fore found in the office by the Earl of 
Shelburne when he brought the feals to 
Whitehall. Our perfons were not unknown 
to each other. I had furnifhed his Lordihip 
in the year 1763 with fome materials for 


his {fpeech in approbation of the peace, and 
he 
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he had given me in return a commiffion to 
execute in Paris, which, if I had attempted, 
would probably have procured me an intro- 
duction to Mr. de Sartine’s acquaintance, 
and a cheaper lodging than the Hotel de Tours, 
where I refided with my noble friend and 
patron Lord Grofvenor: we therefore met 
as old acquaintance. 


Fis Lardfhip informed me that the Ame- 
rican Department and the Board of Trade 
were to be fupprefled, and all the bufinefs 
transferred to the Southern Department as 
formerly; that it was his intention to make 
a critical furvey of the three offices, and re- 
tain thofe of the beft abilities in each, and 
make a complete and perfe& eftablifhment 
out of the three; but that the {upernumera- 
ries who had behaved well fhould be amply 
recompented for the lofs of their offices, | 
begged his Lordfhip would be fo good as to 
leave me out in his furvey, as it was my 
wifh to retire; he replied quickly, fure I 
would not think of leaving the office at fuch 
atime, and in fuch a ftate—] faid, by no 
means; I had promifed to the King that I 
would give his Lordfhip every information 


he 
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he defired, and would remain as long as he 
thought my attendance neceflary ; but that I 
muift defire his Lordfhip would not think of 
employing me in any zew or confidential mat- 
ter. He i{miled, and afked me what were 
my reaions for that ?—I had two, but I chofe 
to give his Lordfhip only one, which was, 
that his Cabinet was a very numerous one, 
and fome of the Members had never been 
accuitomed to fecrets of State, and that in 
my long acquaintance with minifters I had 
ever found a State fecret very burthenfome 
to a new Cabinet Counfellor, and that, either 
through vanity or imprudence, it was proba- 
ble their confultations would get abroad, 
and it was not unlikely that I fhould be 
charged with having divulged them. He 
laughed heartily, and went away, fay- 
ing, he dared to fay every thing would 
be very fafe with me, My ftipulation 
was, I believe, unneceflary; for his Lord- 
fhip had not, I imagine, any intention of 
confiding his fecrets to me; but as I had 
made the ftipulation, 1 confidered myfelf at 
liberty to deny any charge of being in bis 
confidence, which was the thing I aimed at; 
for, after poffeffing the fulleft confidence of 
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an Earl of Hillfborough, an Earl of Dart- 
mouth, and a Lord George Germaine, I could 
not brook the /u/picion of being the repofi- 
tory or advifer of the State artifices of the 


Earl of Shelburne. 


After the arrival of that very intelligent, at- 
tentive, and obliging gentleman, Mr. Ne- 
pean, my attendance at Shelburne Houfe 
was no longer neceflary, and I took the firft 
opportunity to requeft his Lordihip to dif- 
penfe with it, and | believe he was as well 
pleafed to get rid of me as I was to be gone, 
and for a fimilar reafon ; for I was daily fub- 
ject to the mortification of feeing perfons 
pafs through the room where I was kept in 
waiting, fome of whom, if my advice had 
been taken by the late Adminiftration, or I 
had been at liberty to have followed my own, 
fhould have come into my prefence upon a 
very different footing. One circumftance 
that happened, and as it was followed by 
another the moft highly gratifying to me, 
and as both were public, I will mention. 
The American merchants had one day come 
up to wait upon his Lordthip with a ftate of 
their fituation with the revolted Colonies, 

and 
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and to requeft his attention to their interefts 
in any negociation he might enterinto. On 
their return from their conference they 
paffed through the room in which I was at- 
tending as ufual, amufing myfelf with my 
own thoughts; and as I was well known to 
them all they ftopped to fpeak to me, and 
told me, with an air of ridicule, that they 
had juft learned how very ill I had done my 
bufinefs, for they had been told that every 
thing in the American Office was in fuch 
confufion that it was impoflible for his 
Lordfhip, as yet, to poflefs himfelf of any 
information, or to do any bufinefs*, The 
next Sunday I went to pay my duty to the 
Queen, and being ftopped at the entrance 
into the upper drawing room by the crowd, 
I could get no farther than the paflage, 


* Conceiving, I prefume, that the difpofition of the 
office papers fhould bear a ftrict analogy to the arrange- 
ment of the principal’s ideas, his Lordfhip ordered all 
the books and papers of the Board of Trade to be taken 
out of the prefles and thrown in heaps higglety pigglety 
on the floors of the chambers, in which ftate they re- 
mained while I had any acquaintance with the office. 
His Lordfhip’s fucceffor, it may be fuppofed, has fince 
had them placed in the moft exact and methodical order, 
to correfpond with the clear arrangement of Ais own ideas. 
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where the Earl of Shelburne was forced 
againft me, and I, with much difficulty, got 
room for his Lordfhip to come before me, in 
which fituation we were, with my chin over his 
Lordihip’s fhoulder, when his Majefty came 
up to him; and after {peaking to him about the 
country, perceiving me, with his ufual great 
goodnefs and condefcenfion to me, he raifed 
his voice, and faid to his Lordfhip, with a look 
of benignity to me, “ You found the Ameri- 
“ can Oflice in pretty good order, I believe.” 
“Oh, yes, Sir,” replied the Earl, * in the 
“ moft perfec order: to which I added, as 
His Majefty looked as if he intended I fhould 
join in the converfation, and I was happy in 
the opportunity of doing juftice to the merit 
ef two worthy friends, “ That Mr. Pownall 
“ had regulated the office fo extremely well 
“at its firft eftablifhment, that nothing 
more was neceflary than to keep every 
“ thing in the fame order; and that Mr. 
“ Pollock, who had the care of the papers, 
and of making up the difpatches, was fo 
extremely attentive and diligent, that, in 
* the whole of the twelve years I had been 
“* Under Secretary, I never knew him leave 
“out a fingle inclofure but in one ins 
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[ 29 ] 
* {tance;’ upon whichwhis Majefty, turn- 
ing to Lord Shelburne, faid “ That was very 
** diligent and careful indeed, to make only 
“‘ one muftake in twelve years.” ‘ Yes, Sir,” 
faid his Lordthip, “ but that diligence and 
** attention which is fo ufeful to others is 
*“ generally prejudictal to the perfons them- 
* {elves ; and Mr. Pollock has fuffered greatly 
“in his health.” “ Why,’ replied the 
King, “ that was bis cafe,’ looking moft 
gracioufly towards me, “ for I remember him 
“in a very bad ftate of health; but he now 
feems quite well.” “ Yes, Sir,” rejoined I; 
and Mr. Pollock is alfo very much reco- 
vered, and perfectly capable of doing the 
“ bufmefs of the office.” I need not add 


that Mr. Pollock was not put upon the fup- 
prefled lift. 
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His Lordfhip not being very perfeé in the 
geography of America, as all the world now 
knows, I took the pains to trace out, upon 
the maps before him, every poft, ftation, and 
mode of communication throughout the whole 
feat of the war, and explained to him the 
plans which Lord Sackville had concerted 
for carrying it on, and the meafures which 


had 
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had been taken, amd the preparations which 
had been made for the next campaign, with 
which he was fo much pleafed that he de- 
fired k would meet Sir Guy Carleton, and go 
over the whole again with them both, which 
I accordingly did; aud Sir Guy entered fo 
entirely into the idea, that he went out with 
a full purpofe of purfuing it, and, as I un- 
derftood, with his Lordfhip’s concurrence, 
notwithftanding the refolution of the Houfe 
of Commons againft offenfive operations; 
and as he hath both zeal to incite, ability to 
plan, and judgment to execute, there could 
have been no doubt of his fucceeding; but 
he had fcarcely landed at New York before 
he received orders from his Lordfhip to defift 


from all military enterprizes. 


Upon the fubject of making peace with 
America his Lordthip was pleafed to afk my 
opinion ; and I told him that I had laid two 
projects before Lord George:Germaine. 'The 
one was, to divide the eaftern fide of the 
Continent into three great governments, a 
northern, a middle, and a fouthern one, and 
to put each upon the fame footing with Ire- 
land. The other was, to treat upon the 
footing 
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footing of the uti poffdetis, which his Lord- 
fhip liked the beft; and with that view had 
ordered the attack of Penobfcott, the eftablifh- 
ment of a poft on the Chefapeak, and the 
expeditions for the recovery of Georgia and 
South Carolina; and that the retaining them, 
with the iflands of New York, Statin, Long 
Ifland, Canada and Nova Scotia, would, 1 
was convinced, fecure to this country all the 
trade of America which was worth having, 
at a much lefs charge to the nation than 
we had hitherto been at for that country. He 
afked me if I thought America would treat 
with us upon fuch grounds? I faid, that J 
had good reafon to believe they would, or 
that Mr. de Vergennes would oblige them to 
do fo; for his Lordthip would fee, in Mr. 
Laurens’s papers*, that the French Muinifter 


had 


* Mr. Laurens, when Prefident of the American Con- 
grefs, made copies of all the difpatches he received from 
the Commiffioners at Paris, and of all the difpatches he 
tranfmitted to them, which, with other interefting 
papers, were with him in a trunk, when the veffel, which 
was carrying him to France, was taken off the Banks of 
Newfoundland. When he found the capture of the fhip 
inevitable he threw the trunk into the fea, which an in- 
trepid Englifh failor obferving, plunged in after rt, and 


recovered 
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had declared to the American Commiuffionera, 
that France was incapable of giving them fur- 


ther affiftance, and they muft do the beft they 


could for themfelves ; and that the only hope 
the Congrefs now had of maintaining their 
independence, was upon the inactivity or in- 
ability of our officers in carrying on the war, 
or the retardments thrown in the way of its 
decifion, by fuch as had an intereft in its 
continuance ; but that making an example or 
two would prefently deprive the rebels of 
even that hope. His Lordthip fhook his head, 
and faid, America would never agree to any 


thing lefs than total independence. Why did 


recovered it, and it was brought to England with Mr. 
Laurens, and delivered to me. The papers were all care- 
fully dried and feleéted for the infpection of His Majefty 
and the Minifters; and the information they contained 
was deemed of the utmof importance. Mr. Laurens makes 


no fecret of faying they were all given back to him. A pre- 


cis of them, however, ay be found where it ought to 


be. That very able negociator, Mr. Forth, who poffeffed 
the efteem and confidence of both Maurepa 


s and Vergen- 
nes, and was in negociation with thofe x 


ninifters when 
the famous defenfive refolution was come to in the Houfe 


of Commons, can teftify what probability there was that 
they would have obliged the Americans to accept of peace 
upon the footing of the wi polidetis, when that refolution 
was pafled. 
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we not fend for him a year ago? he could 
then have done fomething for us, but now it 
was too late, 


The Quebec difpatches of the laft year, 
which I had undertaken to prepare anf{wers 
to, had been a month with his Lordihip 
without my being able to get any directions 
from him refpecting the anfwers to be given. 
He had appointed me a dozen mornings at 
leaft to read over the letters with him, but 
he had as often fent me away without open- 
ing the boxes. I at laft received a meflage 
at eleven o'clock on a Sunday night to come 
to him immediately ; but as I had ever made 
it a rule, while I was Under Secretary, nei- 
ther to go to the office, nor to do any bufi- 
nefs that was not neceflary to be immediately 
difpatched upon that folemn day, I return- 
ed his Lordfhip for anfwer, that I was juft 
going to read prayers to my family, and 
would wait upon him early the next morning. 
The meflenger inftantly came back, with his 
Lordfhip’s compliments, and that he did not 
Know it was fo late when he fent, but would 
be glad to fee me the next morning. The 
next morning [ accordingly went; when his 

C Lordthip 
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Lordfhip obferving the difpatches, to. be very 
voluminous, afked me, if I could not give 
him fome account of: them? and I gave him 
my precis, by which I meant to anfwer them, 
with which he was vaftly pleafed; and told 
me to.draw fuch letters as | thought fit, and 
bring them to him: I then faid, he, muft 
firft tell me what I was to fay upon particular 
topics, (which I named) for it was my duty 
to obey his directions. He confidered a little, 
and then told me to do as I thought beft my- 
{clf. I prepared the drafts accordingly, and 
{ent them to his Lordfhip’s houfe, where they 
remained fome days, without receiving any 
directions refpecting them; fo to fave my- 
felf from blame I wrote the following, note, 
and fent it tn a box to his Lordthip : 


‘“ The Quebec merchants have repeated 
“ their application for the immediate failing 
“of the convoy, ‘without waiting for any 
{hips that are not ready.. Your Lordfhip 


will be pleafed to» recollect, that there are 
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feveral drafts with you, waiting your Lord- 
fhip’s correction, before they can be writ- 
ten for your figning. There will be two 
more official letters, which Mr. Knox pro- 
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ce 
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pofes to. prepare, when he gets anfwers 
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“ from the Treafury and Commander in 


“ Chief, which will complete what- relates 


| es 
“ to paft. meafures, and he does not think it 


“ would be proper in bim to prepare any letter 
“ refpetting the future, left it fhould have the 
~ « 


"* apbhearance..of obtruding into your Lordfhip’s 
app in i Cc of é 4S - / 4U od ie of 


, * . 7 f? [7 
" confidence, which he. has aiways carefully 


“ avoided, as unbecoming in bis prefent fitua- 
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tion. 


18th April, 1782) 


This produced an order for me to come to 
him. When he looked. over the drafts, he 
faid they. were very fenfible and very well 
drawn, but he fhould confider them by him- 
felf. He did- fo; and fome days afterwards 
produced them with very material altera- 
tions’;) and when | pointed out to him 
the want of confiftency between. thie parts, 
he put them. in- his pocket, faying’ he 
fhould. write fomething» himfelf. And fo 
ended my official attendance; for the next 
day I found. Mr. Ord in my room. when 
I went tothe office. His Lordfhip foon: came 
down,: and fending for mie; told me how 
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much he was obliged to me, and that my 
behaviour had made a very deep impreffion 
on his mind, and afked me if I wifhed him to 
do any thing for me. I exprefled my fenfe 
of his Lordfhip’s goodnefs to me, but told 
him that as the King had been fo very com- 
paffionate and kind to me, I could not think 
of being any farther charge to His Mayjetty ; 
that it would make me happy to receive fuch 
a permanent mark of His Majefty’s approba- 
ion of my conduét as had not unufually been 
given to Under Secretaries,and offered to others 
who had declined it; but that as I could not 
now tell what part of my American property 
might be reftored to me, I would not at pre- 
fent folicit it, but I begged his Lordfhip 
would befeech His Majefty to have me in his 
remembrance upon fome future occafion. 
His Lordfhip was fo very obhging as to fay 
that he confidered the penfions given to Mrs. 
Knox and me, as given to me as an Ameri- 
can fufferer ; and that when the compenfation 
to be made for the fupprefled offices was fet- 
tled, as the expenfe would be provided for 
by Parliament, I might rely upon his taking 
care that I received ample compenfation for 
my office of Under Secretary ; for, added his 
Lordfhip, 
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Lordfhip, you will take notice that you are not 
fuperfeded: Mr, Ord is not your /fucceffor, 
your office is fuppreffed. His Lordihip was ap- 
pointed to the Treafury before the compen- 
fation for the fupprefled offices was fettled, 
and I was the only perfon to whom nothing 
was given; and when | underftood that to be 
the cafe I writ the following letter.to Mr, 
Rofe, then Secretary to the Treafury, and 
received the following anf{wer ; 


5 March, 1783. 
STR, 


LETTERS having been written to the 
Secretary of the late Board of Trade, and to 
my colleague, for the laft fix months, as Un- 
der Secretary of State in the American Depart- 
ment, and to all the clerks who have been de- 
prived of their fituations in thofeoflices by their 
{uppreflion, acquainting them that the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury had made 
them all allowances in compenfation of the 
incomes they had been deprived of, and no 
fuch letter having come to me, I am con- 
{trained to give you the trouble of this letter, 

to 
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to requeit the favour of you to move their 
Lordfhips- to permit. you to inform me on 
what account it is that I, who had ferved as 
Under Secretary to every Secretary of State 
that has filled the American department 
from its inftitution to its fuppreflion, and 
even attended the Earl of Shelburne when that 
department was abforbed in the domeitic, un- 
til his Lordthip was more ably ferved, fhould 
be the only perfon pafled over upon this occa- 
fion without compenfation, and even without 
notice, 


I am, Sir, &c. 


WILL... KNOX, 


Copy of Mr. Rofe’s Anfwer, dated x 7 March, 
178 3. 


OTR, 
UPON reading to my Lords C 


ers of the Treafury your 
sth’ inftant, 


ommiuflion- 
etter, dated the 
refpectine. a compenfation for 
your office of Under Secretary of State for the 
American department, I am directed to -ac~ 


quaint you that my Lords are of opinion that 


you 
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vou have no ¢thiim whatever to a compenfation 
forthe lofs of your office, you having already 
a penfion of 600/ a year for yourfelf, and 


the like fum for Mrs. Knox. 
I'am, Sir, &c. 
GEO. ROSE. 


And when, after Lord Shelburne’s refig- 
Hation, I writ to him to requeft he would 
give me a teftimony of my conduct towards 
him in the Secretary of State’s office, fimilar 
to that the noble Lords to whom I had been 
Under Secretary had given”, to prove to 


Mr. 


* The following are copies of the certificates of the 
Earls of Hillfborough and Dartmouth, and Lord Sack- 
ville, the originals of which I put into Mr. W. Grenville’s 
hands, with a ftate of my cafe, which he was fo good as 
to fay he would deliver to Mr. Pitt; for the WMinifler 


would never allow me the honour of an audience. 


«“ Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efq; exe- 
< cuted the office of Under Secretary of State for the Ame- 
“ rican department, from the time of his appointment, 
‘ until I refigned the feals, with fidelity and ability, to 


> 


“ my entite fatisfaction and His Majefty’s approbation. 
ss Signed, 


« HILLSBOROUGH.” 


This 
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teftimony of any man’s integrity, 
this certificate to me with the fo] 
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Mr. Pitt that it was not for treachery or mif~ 
behaviour, at leaft, I was fo hardly treated, 
His 


This certificate was enclofed in a letter to me, dated at 
Hillfborough, the gth July, 1785, in which his Lord- 
fhip, with his wonted noblenefs of fentiment and kindnefs 
for me, was pleafed to exprefs himfelf in the following 
terms: < I have great pleafure in hearing you are in good 
** health, but am much concerned you meet with any 
“* harth treatment from adminiftration, and I am certain 
“it is very undefervedly. I fend you, with all my heart 
** and from my heart, the certificate you defire; you will 
** find it at the back of this Letter, and I fincerely with it 
** may be of ufe to you. 

“3 om, 
* With great truth and regard, &c. 


* HILLSBOROUGH.” 


*¢ 'Uhefe are to certify that William Knox, Efq; executed 
the office of Under Secretary of State for the American 
** department, during the time I held the feals of that 


** department, with diftinguifhed fidelity and ability, to my 
<€ entire fatisfaction, 


«6 


* Signed, 
“ DARTMOUTH.” 


The noble Earl, whofe approbation only is a fufficient 


was pleafed to convey 
lowing note, dated the 
26th June; 178¢, 


Dear 








Let 21 

Tis Lordfhip fent for me, and told me, he 

thought it was civiler to tell me what he had 
tO 


« Dear Knox, 


‘‘ I am much furprifed that there fhould be any occa- 
** fion for a certificate of your fidelity ; but if the prefent 
*« Treafury do not know you fo well as I do, it is their 
“« misfortune as well as your’s. You have on this, as 
** on every other occafion, the hearty good withes of 


wn 


s¢ Your’s, 


“ DARTMOUTH.” 


My noble friend, Lord Sackville, being then in Lon- 
don, defired me to write whatever | thought would be 
ufeful to me, and he would put his name to it; but I 
thought the following copy of the certificate Lord Hillf- 
borough had fent me would fatisfy the Treafury, if any 
thing could, that I was not deferving the {tigma fixed 
upon me, and defired nothing more from his Lordfhip ; 


but the public will, i jome future time, be more fully in- 
formed of his Lordthip’s fentiments, 


s* Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efg; exe- 
cuted the office of Under Secretary of State for the 
American department, during the time I held the 
feals of that department, with fidelity and ability, to 
* my entire fatisfaction and His Majefty’s approbation. 


66 Signed, 


© SACKVILLE,” 


‘c 
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to fay than to write it. Every thing (he faid) 
#elatine to the American war 


cA 


and every one 
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ape aie SS 
concerned in it, he wifhed to avoid thinking 


he could not do any thing that might 


a. ee 
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look like an approbation of any thing belong- 
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tng to it; and befides he could affure me that 


sthine that came from him would bé of 


MOLI S 
any fervice to me with Mr. Pitt. He then, to 
afked me about 


7 


eet rid of the fubjedt, 


my adventurous undertaking 1 Pembrokethire 
with an old friend of his, adding fome very 
{hrewd obfervations, which fhewed his deep 
penetration and thorough knowledge of man- 


kind, and might have been of much ufe to 


me if they had not unfortunately come too 


= 


late. 


Phefe certificates; however, inftead of being of the 
ufe to me thofe noble perfons hoped, and I expected they 
would have been, feem only to have confirmed that jea- 
loufy of my official. knowledge, and refentment againft me, 
which what was before known of my fervices under 
Lord Noxth’s adminiftration had excited. but as I in- 
tend to throw myfelf. upen the juftice and candor. of. that 
Parliament which has, fo, honourably wiped off the ftain 
fixed upon the national character, by the facrifice of the 
properties of the Loyalitts, by the generous and juft com- 
‘penfation they granted for them, I fhall here take no far- 


s 
ther notice of the treatment I have met with. 


What 
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What pafied between his Lordfhip and me 
refpeCing the St. Euttatius papers is ftated 
in my evidence before the Houfe of Lords, a 
correct copy of which is in the Appendix, 
No. 1.; but there is an expreflion in it which 
it is proper I fhould explain. I faid Gouver- 
neur and Curzon remained in cuftody until 
the revolution of the miniftry in 1782, which 
was /egally accurate, as they were held to 
bail, but not fo in-the fenfe ] really meant it, 
and believed to be the cafe, for I did not 
know they had been admittéd to bail; and 
confidering the fituation I was in, and the 
particular charge I had of them, I could not 
fuppofe fuch a ftep could have been taken 
without my knowing of it; for, befides my 
having fat as a Middlefex jattice with Sir 
Sampfon Wright at their examination and 
commitment, though it was not thought ne- 
ceflary I f{hould fign the warrant, their keep- 
ers had fpecial dire@tions not to fuffer any 
perfon to have accefs to them without an 
order from me: this was done, not to pre- 
vent any of their mercantile friends or connec- 
tions coming to them, but to deter any of 
the abettors of the American rebellion from 
making them an inftrument of annoyance to 
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[ 44 ] 
the Adminiftration; for as they knew I kept 
a pretty good watch over them, and that no 
confideration of myfelf would withhold me 
from taking any ftep which the King’s fervice 
and the public fafety rendered neceffary, 
trufting to the purity of my motives, and the 
goed fenfe and integrity of an Englifh jury 
for protection, there was no likelihood that 






























any of them would apply to me for fuch per- 
miflion, and that order had never been re- 
voked, to my knowledge; but the fact was, 
that fram the time Mr. Rigby and Mr. Dun- 
das con{pired to break up Lord North’s Ad- 
muiniftration, by attacking Lord George Ger- 
maine in the Houfe of Commons, until the 
day of his refignation, the feals of the Ame- 
rican department might be {aid to have been 
in abeyance, as his Lordfhip neither attended 
the Cabinet nor went to the King, and, in- 
deed, was moftly out of town, as will appear 
from two of his Lordfhip’s letters to me at 
the time, which I have given in the Appen- 
dix, No. If. and III. and it became my duty, 
in confequence af his Lordfhip’s orders, to 
Keep aloof from the offices, and if bufinefs 
did not come to look for me, which was not 
probable in that Adminiftration, not to £0 


ta 
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to look for it. Hence it was, that I remain- 
ed ignorant of the whole tranfaction, and that 
ignorance will, I truft, excufe the inaccuracy 
of my expreflion ; and the reafons | have 
given, that nothing /bould have pafled without 
my knowledge, will account for my prefump- 
tion, that nothing had pafled but what I was 
acquainted with. 


Next to the meafures I have propofed for 
{trengthening the Conftitution, I would re 
commend to your attention an object with 
which the /afety of the State is moft intimate- 
ly connected ; I mean, the provifion of timber 
Jor the confiru€tion of fhips of the line. Lam 
well aware that it is the general opinion, that 
fuch is the ftate of the growing timber 
throughout England as to afford no ground 
to apprehend a deficiency ; but I will, notwith- 
{tanding that opinion, venture to foretel, that 
if no better care is taken than has been, there 
will not be a fingle tree to be purcha/ed in an- 
other century, fit for the conftruétion of a 
ninety-gun fhip ; and I will give the reafons 
upon which | found that prediction. 


I happen 
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I happen to be a proprietor of woods, 
and I have cut down oak trees of different 
ages. A: wood of eighty years ftanding 
produced a fum only equal to a rent of one 
fhilling per acre, with compound intereft for 
the tame it had been ftanding, while a co- 
pice of twenty years growth produced equal 
to four fhillings per_acre, the intereft com- 
puted in the fame manner. Can it then be 
expected that any owners of woods will let 
his oak trees. ftand: two hundred, or even one 
hundred years, which they ought to do: for 
the purpofe [ have mentioned, when he muft 
evidently lofe fo greatly by it. Trees in parks 
or ornamental fituations, I grant, may be 
permitted to ftand the full time of their 
erowth; but even when they are arrived at 
it the proprietor will find himfelf no gainer 
by. felling them to: the navy. eztire,. inftead of 
cutting them up for country ufe. The mifi 
chief done. to: the ground: where the trée is 
felled,, and.over, or rather through which it 
mu{t be drawn, the pulling down fences, and 
all. the: other: damages! their removal entire 
mutt occafion in a fine park or beautiful lawn, 
would be fo great, that I am convinced every 
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upon fuch terms. But the moft forcible rea- 


fon for: my opinion, 1s; flill. to mention— 


What owner of.a landed.eftate is it, in the 
prefent times, that. will ae the emoin- 
ment. of his great grandfon.to his own? and 
what probability is there that the heirs for 


tour or five generations will all be fuch felf- 
deniers’ as. to fuffer marketable timbér to 


deicend, untouched, to shiein fuccetiors 

indeed, the. univerfal practice! of »makine 
every landed man a;tenant for life only, upon 
his, marriage;,and the difiipated: turn of males 
and, females, renders) it highly improbable 
that any sin in. the kingdom will be fu 
fered,to ftand: beyond! one generation, for it 
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recourte muft-be had for relief from pee uniary 
embarraflment. under: fuch: circumftances.— 
To, flatter. ourfelves, therefore, that becéaufe 
much, is planted; and much is now {tanding, 
that a fufficient quantity will: be fuffered_te 
arrive at, the.proper. age for the conftru@ion 
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of large fhips, would be the moft confummate 
folly, and argue a great ignorance of man- 
kind; and therefore, I truft, pofterity will 
have to thank your Society for fecuring to 
them a fufficient fupply of large timber, by 
inciting Government to make ufe of the only 
means that can be effectual, or at all to be 
depended upon, for the purpofe; which is, 


the znclofing the Royal Forefts, and planting them 
with acorns. 


That any people could be happy without 
virtue, that virtue fhould thrive without re- 
ligion, and that religion fhould flourith with- 
out a priefthood, and that a priefthood fhould 
fubfift without an eftablifhment, can only be 
imagined by fuch politicians as are qualified 
for lodgings in one of the fides of Moorfields. 
In fo far, therefore, as the cry againft tithes 
has the depriving the clergy of a legal main- 
tenance for its object, it is to be reprobated 
by all mankind; but as the maintenancé ifq 
self is not fo generally declaimed againit, as 
the impolicy of the mode that produces it, 
which is reprefented as a great difcouragement 
to tillage, and the improvement of the king- 


dom, 
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dom, it may not be amifs to examine the 
ground of that objection to tithes. 


In the natural ftate of all countries flocks 
and herds mutt be the general property of the 
people, and their increafe the means of ac- 
quiring wealth, as that is a produce which 
requires little labour and lefs {kill in the 
owner to obtain; but a people, whofe fole 
property is in fheep and cattle, cannot be nu- 
merous; for their very profperity prevents 
their increafe, the land becoming foo freight 
for them, as the plains of Canaan did for 
Abraham and Lot. The neceflity of ac- 
quiring property, and procuring fubfiftence 
by other means, therefore, necefiarily intro- 
duces tillage; and the cultivated products of 
the earth becomes the fuftenance of the poorer 
and more numerous claffes. As the demand 
for vegetable food increafes, that for animal 
leflens; and as the quantity produced of the 
vegetable muft be greatly inferior, for many 
years, to the produce of the animals, the price 
of the one will be vattly higher than that of 
the other. Such was the cafe in England 
from the earlieft accounts to the prefent 
century ; and we may obferve, that the price 
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of grain has been gradually decreafing, and 
that of animals rifing, according to the pro- 
portion which the produce of each bore to the 
demand, infomuch that fleth and corn have 
now changed the places they ftood in, with 
refpect to each other, and the prices they 
bore in-Queen Elizabeth’s reign. Sheep and 
cattle are certainly neceflary as well as corn, 
and a due proportion ought to be obferved be- 
tween them, which the frice would of itfelf 
regulate if things were left to take their na- 
tural courfe, and-each to find its own level ; 
but as, in order to promote tillage, the Legif- 
lature has interfered, and given to corn pro- 
duéts an advantage over the animal, which 
has deftroyed the equilibrium, and checked 
the natural.operation of the increafe of that 
produce beyond the demand of the inhabi- 
tants, by. giving a bounty upon the export 
of corn, (which is, in fact, calling m the 1n- 
habitants of other countries to aflift in the 
confumption of a fuperabundant produce of 
corn, and thereby keeping up its price,) it 
prevents the farmer from: reducing the quan- 
tity to the home confumption, and increafing 
the animal preduce, by turning more of his 
land into pafturage; fo that the danger now 
ta 
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to be apprehended, is, that England, frorh 
being a country of pafturage only, will be- 
come a land of tillage only. To prevent the 
running from one extreme to the other ough 
to be the care of the Statefman, and the giv- 
ing attention to fuch fubjects in times of 
peace would as well become his ftation, and. 
be infinitely more beneficial to the public, 
than his riding in the whirlwind, and directing 
the form of the moft fuccefsful war. But 
befides the confideration of a proper fupply 
of both animal and vegetable food for the 
people, the procuring fupplies of fuch mate. 
rials for our manufactures, as are connected 
with each of thofe {pecies of fuftenance, is 
another moft important objet ; and in this 
re{peét the animal {pecies has infinitely the 
preference to the vegetable, 


Of the ten millions of inhabitants this ifland 
1s faid to contain, full five millions are em- 
ployed in manufactures; and the materials 
for a great part of them are taken from 
the fheep or the horned animals, while very 
few in comparifon are taken from the grain 
or ftraw of corn: Let not then the encou- 
ragement of tillage be the fole object of your 
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zeal; but fpare a little of your attention to 
the procuring a proper fupply of theep and. 
black cattle alfo; and in this view confider 
tithes as only operating as a counterpoife to the 
bounty on corn, and withholding the farmer 
from too eagerly availing himfelf of the cer- 
tain profit which that bounty at all times 
holds out to him from a corn produce, and 
inducing him to throw out a proportion of his 
land into-pafturage. This falutary effect the 
demand of tithes certainly has, and in fact 
they, with the bounties, are the great regula- 
tors of the national agriculture, and they mu~ 
tually check and controul each other ; though 
the influence of tithes is become too feeble to 
preferve the equilibrium between the two 
produéts, as is evident from the late prodi- 
gious advance in the prices of animal food. 
beyond that of vegetable, and therefore the 
continuance of the whole of the prefent boun- 
ty is a fit object of confideration; but the 
abolition of tithes would certainly increafe 
the mifchief, and the price of flefh would 
not only rife much higher than it now 1s, but: 
thofe moft neceflary and effential materials 
for our manufactures, wool, leather, tallow, 
bone and hair be fo much increafed in price 
as 


[$8 4 


as to deprive us of all foreign confumption”. 
In this inveftigation of the fubje&t I have 
confined myfelf to political confiderations 
only, that being the ftrong ground of the ad- 
verfary, and { think I have fhewn that it 
would be impolitic to abolifh tithes, or make 
any change in the manner of their payment. 
But although I do not admit the claim of the 
Clergy to be jure divino, and fhould be no 
more influenced by the example of Melchi- 
fideck and Abraham, than by that of Dr. 
Price and Alderman Sawbridge; yet as all 
tenants take the payment of tithes into their 
account when they agree to rent land, and 
all land-owners let their lands for a propor- 
tionably larger or fmaller rent, according to 
the condition of their being free from or 
fubject to tithes, all the complaints of the 
tenants, of the hard/bips of paying them, are 
unjuft and ill-founded ; and as the legal right 


* If faéts be defired in proof of what I have been ad- 
vancing, let the prices paid by the Viétualling Office for 
beef and pork, wheat and barley, fince its firft eftablith- 
ment, be called for, and compared together ; and for our 
future guidance, let the fame clerks of the different mar~ 
kets, who now make weekly returns of the prices of grain, 
make the like returns of the prices of fleth. 
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is unqueftionable, I truft the clergy will meet 
with your fupport in the enjoyment of them. 


We are often called upon to pray for a 
bleffing on all fchools and feminaries of /auad 
learning and religious education, and yet I be- 
lieve we fhould find it difficult to defcribe the 
religious part of the education in any of them. 
The boys in the great fchools are taught their 
catechifm and the Latin articles, and at the 
Univerlities they read the Greek Teftament, 
and perhaps Grotius de veritate; but in fa@ 
the Chrifizan Religion is almoft the only thing we 
are not taught in the courfe of what is called a 
liberal or regular education of a gentleman ; 
and a man may become entitled to put an 
L. L. D. to his name, without knowing as 
much of the Religion of his country as 
he does of the Heathen Mythology. How- 
ever, as [ have in a late publication* endea- 
voured to call up the public attention to a re- 
form of our Liturgy, and to render the prac- 
tice of our church more correfpondent with 
its principles, I fhall not farther enlarge up- 
on the fubject here, only to obferve that our 


* Obfervations on the Liturgy, printed for Debrett. 
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College Chapels are the only confecrated edi- 
fices in the kingdom in which the Liturgy 
is read, and no fermon ever preached... What 
I have to propofe for remedy of this detect 
in the fyftem of our education will be at- 
tended with fome fmall expenfe to the na- 
tion; but as the religious inftru@ion of our 
youth is an obje@& of fuch infinite contfe- 
quence, it ought not furely to be grudged ; 
and indeed it is a difgrace to all former Ad- 
miniftrations that it never has been granted. 
There are, I believe, in both Univerfities, 
forty-three chapels in which prayers are read, 
during the feveral terms, which make about 
twenty-four Sundays in aoa year.- -Let 
then the {mall fum of two guineas a Sunday 
be given to each for a Sunday ' leure, or ele- 
mentary difcourfe upon the principles of our 
religion, after the morning prayer; and thofe 
who have a relifh for a common place of a fu- 
perior f{tyle may afterwards attend the pro- 
ceflion to the great church. The whole ex- 
penfe would be no more than 2064 guineas 
per annum, not half the charge of the go- 
vernment of Cape Breton ; and furely we 
ought to lay out as much for cultivating the 
minds of all our youth of the fuperior clafles 
with the true principles of our religion 
as 
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[ 36 J 
as we do to improve the barren rocks of an 
ifland on the other fide the Atlantic. In fe- 
rious truth, if fome ftep of this kind be not 
taken, the youth of the lower clafics, by 
means of the Sunday and other charity 
{chools, will be the beft-inftructed Chr 
in the kingdom; and our prayers mui 
to thofe fchools, as the only feminaries of 
religious education entitled to the blefling of 


the Almighty. 


When I determined upon this publication 
it was my intention to furnifh you with an 
hiftorical account of the feveral extra official 
tranfachons I had been engaged in refpecting 
this country, Ireland and America; and to 
make you acquainted with the plans which 
had been formed, the parts which had been 
executed, and what ftill remained for confi- 
deration ; but as the prefent calamitous ftate 
of the King’s health occafions a general {tag- 
nation of all Government, I fhall referv 
the hiftory of what has paffed refpe@ing the 
Britifh Colonies in America and the United 
States, as well as:what I have to propofe re- 
{pecting them, until better times, and only 
take notice of two important parts of my 


plan, 
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plan, which have been already under the 
confideration of His Majefty’s fervants.— 
Thefe are, the religious eftablifhments in the 
remaining Britifh Colonies on the Continent, 
and the corre/pondence between Great Britain 
and Ireland and America. In refpect to the 
former, the annexed copy (Appendix, No. IV.) 
of the draught of the letter from the 
Society for Propagation of the Gofpel to 


Lord Sidney, and of mine to Mr. Pitt, (Ap-_ 


pendix, No. V.) which refers to it, will fur- 
nifh all the information neceflary to ground 
an enquiry into what /as been done*; and 
in refpect to the corre/pondence with America, 
the annexed plan, (Appendix, No. VI.) which 
I prepared at the requeft of my noble friend 
and former colleague in office, Lord Wal- 
fingham, will, I imagine, give full fatis- 
faction to whoever has geographical know- 
ledge or capacity fufhicient to comprehend it, 
which unfortunately was not the cafe with 
all thofe in official fituations to whofe con- 
fideration it was fubmitted; and although I 


* The two tracts refpecting the Negro Slaves, and 
the one refpecting the Free Indians, lately reprinted by 
Debrett, may alfo be confidered as a part of my general 
plan. 
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had the honour to receive from His Majefty’s 
own mouth, many months fince, his re- 
peated entire approbation of it, no part of it 
has yet been carried into execution, nor any 
ftep taken towards it, except the furvey of 
Crooked Ifland by Lord Walfingham’s direc- 
tions, which has been found to contain an 
excellent road, eafy and fafe to enter and 
depart from, with great plenty of frefh wa- 
ter, in direct contradiction to the report of 
the late Board of Admuralty, which aflerted 
there was neither the one nor the other, 
To obviate all objections to the f/ax, through 
the apprehenfion of the increafed charge it 
might bring upon the revenue, I propofed to 
carry on the whole correfpondence upon 
either of two footings, viz. to pay to the 
Poft-Office the full amount of the clear re-. 
venue hitherto received from the American 
correfpondence, as a rent for a leafe for a 
number. of years, or to take the fum the 
monthly packets have hitherto coft the public, as 
a full allowance for carrying on the whole 
nine days correfpondence: if, however, your 
Society be of opinion that it is as ereat a 
national obje& as I conceive it to be, you 
will, 
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will, no doubt, lend your force to compel its 
adoption. 


The commercial intercourfe between Great 
Britain and Ireland cannot long remain upon 
its prefent footing; and as an exceedingly 
wife and politic ftep has been taken in unit- 
ing the two Privy Councils into one, for the 
purpofe of inveftigating and deliberating upon 
fuch fubjects as affect both kingdoms, I truft 
that an equal and juft tariff will be fettled, 
and a gentle and mutually agreeable com- 
mercial band will be added to the other ten- 
der ligaments which tie, and, I hope, will for 
ever bind, the two iflands together. The bet- 
ter to enable your affociation to give their 
afliftance in this important and delicate bufi- 
nefs, I fhall give, as a fecond part of this 
publication, an hiftorical account of what has 
been already done for Ireland, in which I had 
fo large a fhare, that I fhall, in fat, be only 


writing my own memoirs. 
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No. I. 
Extract from the Minutes of the Houfe of Lords. 


Die Mercurii, 5 July, 1786. 


U PON the fecond reading of the St. Eufta- 
tius bill, William Knox was called in, and being 
fworn, was examined. 


9. Do you know any thing of the books 
fent and delivered from St. Euftatius at the 
Secretary of State’s office in the year 1751 P 


A. There were too tranfmiffions of books 
and papers from St. Euftatius ; they came firft 
to the Admiralty, and by the Admiralty were 
fent to the Secretary of State’s office. The firit 
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came in the Vengeance ; they refpeéted two 
perfons fent as prifoners in the name of Gou- 
verneur and Curzon; they were Britith fubjeéts, 
but’ merchants fettled as St. Euftatius. They 
were brought in cultody, and accufed of high 
treafon, and of fupplying the Rébel Congrefs 
with military ftores. Upon their arrival I was 
dire€ted to fend for Sir Sampfon Wright, and 
we examined them upon the charges which we 
found in the papers that came along with them, 
and the facts appeared fo evident and {trong 
againit them, as well from the papers as from 
their own confeffion, that Sir Sampfon Wright 
committed them for high treafon. One was 
fent to Clerkenwell Bridewell, Newgate not 
being in a condition to receive him at that time; 
the other, not being in a good {tate of health, 
was fuffered to continue in the hands of one of 
the King’s meffengers. The papers were fe- 
cured in the office. The two mey remained in 
cuftody till the revolution of the Minifiry in 
March, 1782. J, conceiving from the com- 
plexion of the new Adminiftration that heither 
Gouverneur nor Curzon would be long conti- 
nued in confinément, but more likely that I 
myfelf might be profecuted for the thare I had 


inh 








LS 
in their confinement *, thought it for my 
own fafety, and of thofe with whom I| had the 
honour to act at that time, to lay my hands on 
one part of thofe papers which contained the 
principal evidence of their criminality ; and 
thofe papers I have kept in my cuftody ever fince. 
I was not much miftaken in my conjecture, 
for in a few days Gouverneur and Curzon were 
difcharyed. They came down to the Secretary 
of State’s office to demand their papers. 1 was 
afked by the Earl of Shelburne what [ knew 
of the papers? I told him they were in the cuf- 
tody of the firft clerk, Mr. Pollock, except the 
papers I had, which I did not acquaint his 
Lordfhip with, and I afterwards underftood his 
Lordfhip had direted Gouverneur and Curzon 
to get their papers. The other parcel of papers 
came fome days after the former ones in the 
Venus, as I recolle@. They were in great 
boxes, a great number of them, and were under 
the care of the Chief Juftice of St. Chriflopher’s, 
a Mr. Gorges, and Capt. Nichols. Mr. Gorges 


* The part of that Adminiftration of which I had this 
opinion can beft be defcribed by a certain Mr. Jennings, 
who it is mow generally known was employed as a double 
/py; and as he is faid to have received a reward of sgool. 
of the public money (befides having his St. Euftatius pa- 
pers reftored to him) fince the peace, the public has a right 
to his information. 
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gave me fome account of what thofe papers 
were. I, finding them fo very voluminous, 
and being engaged in bufinefs of more impor- 
tance at that time, my then colleague, Sir Ben- 
jamin Thompfon, was appointed to examine 
them, and he took to his affiftance a Mr. Len- 
nard, now Chief Juftice of Bermudas, and a 
Mr. Savage, an American loyalift; and | 
begged of them to make what we officially call 
a precis, or {mall abridgement of the contents 
of each paper. ‘They made a confiderable 
progrefs in it: I have feen the precis; it con- 
tained feveral particulars of the commercial 
tranfactions of the people of St. Euftatius, with 
both the Rebel States and the enemy: but as 
there were no perfons charged fpecifically, or 
profecutions intended againft any of them, nor 
any proceedings refpecting the ftate, J gave no 
more attention to the papers, and they were 
fuffered to remain‘in one of the clerks rooms 
in the office, where I believe they were when 


I left the office. 


2, Whether you examined any of the letters 
as well as the books? 


A. 1 did not. 
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Q; You faid you kept back fome papers ; 
what might they be? 


A. 'They were the duplicates of the bills of 
lading which contained the cargoes of the dif- 
ferent veffels which Gouverneur and Curzon 
had laden with military ftores, and fent to 
America for the Congrefs, 


Q; Are thofe papers now in your cuftody ? 


A. They are. They are the duplicates of 
the bills of lading. It is cuftomary for there to 
be more than one copy of bills of lading, and 
thefe are thofe which were kept by Gouver- 
neur and Curzon. 


Q; Did you fee the letters of Gouverneur 
and Curzon under their own hand, going to 


Holland, and which were intercepted in’ the 
Dutch fleet ? 


A. I think I did. 


2; Were not thofe letters laid before his 
Majefty’s Attorney and Solicitor Genéral? 


4. That I do not recollea. ' 
E No, 
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No. H. 


Extra of two Letters from Lord GEorce 
GERMAINE fo W. Knox, £/g. 


Drayton, 7th fanuary, 1'782. 
IF Lord North can ftrengthen the hands of 
Government by removing Lord Sandwich and 
me, without prejudice to the King’s honour 
and intereft, I fhould be the farft to advife him 
to adopt the meafure ; my only motive for ac- 
cepting office was, the hope of being of ufe 
when our affairs in America feemed defperate; 
the moment my retiring from employment can 
anfwer the fame end, if my confent was necef- 
fary I fhould moft chearfully give it; all I dread 
is..that the Parliament fhould meet again 
without any plan being fettled, which may af- 
ford.a profpe& of fuccefs ; for if Lord North 
is to guard againft avowed enemies, and the 
treachery of profeffed friends, he will rifk not 
only his own defeat, but may fubje@ the 
King to difgrace. : 


You will remember to excufe me to Lord 
Hillfborough for not attending the dinner on 
Thurfday ; my being prefent can be of no ad- 
7 vantage, 


E67 2 
vantage, as I cannot pufh forward any bufi- 
nefs till I know whether I am to have any 
fhare in the execution of it. 


No. Il. 


Drayton, Fanuary 11th, 1782. 
I RETURN you the letter to the Admi- 
ralty figned, and I am glad you have worded 
it with proper caution. 1 conclude you have 
-the minute of Cabinet to juitify my proceeding, 
for in the precarious fituation in which I Rand 
I can take no meafure of confequence upon 
myfelf. You will therefore be fo good as to keep 
me as much out of the fcrape as poffible. The 
furrender of St. Euftatius muft be the effe@ 
of treachery. ‘The Marquis de Bouille would 
never have hazarded fuch an attempt with fo 
{mall a force, unlefs he had fettled the bufinefs 
beforehand ; this affair is too bad to be paffed 
over even in thefe times. I hope you will ex- 
plain to thofe who fay I ought to be in town, 
that I am‘not here for amufement, but that I 
thought it more proper and decent to keep out 
of the way ; and I beg you would acquaintLord 
North with my reafon for being abfent. 


E2 (THESE 


se. —- ~+*-: he ui a —— 
~_ — -—~ — =~ —_~ = 
Se -* - Paar ~ ane - a = = - 3 = +p os —— 
~~ a=, “ — F- — —— = = - 
/ ty =3 — ‘ > == 4S ig - a 
ae 2 zd - = »4 . ee ~ 
e i “ —_ 3S > v= < 
= <s —- = ane - 
— ps S =a . 
: ~ . 
, - 
* A. ~ , “ . 
7 
- > - - 


= 
ot ae 
== 

. 
wy 


ee 
et 


a =x. 
<a 

> = 

: x 








+ + re ee ee 
Se ge a 





[ 68 J 

[THESE letters, written in the fincerity of 
that fervent friendfhip and unbounded confi- 
dence his Lordfhip placed in the man to whom 
they were addreffed (and which was never 
abated till that hour of calamity to his country 
and his friends in‘which he breathed his laft, 
as will appear in due time) baffle all attempts 
at panegyrick, and pronounce an_eulogium 
upon the fuperiority of his underftanding, and 
the pure difinterefted patriotifm of his heart, 
equal to what the feraphs muft have proclaim- 
ed upon his arrival among them. | 


No. IV. 


Copy of the Draught of a Letter from the Soctety 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel to Lord 
SypneEY. al/uded toin my Leiter to Mr. PITT. 


THE Society for Propagation of the Gofpel 
in foreign parts, having under their confidera- 
tion the ftate of their miffions in North Ame- 
rica, and of the church of England, in fuch 
parts of it as remain under the dominion of his 
Mayjefty, are anxious to be informed what 
f{teps have been taken by Government fince the 
laft peace towards forming a church eftablifh- 
ment 
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ment therein, and making a permanent pro- 
vifion for its minifters. "They have learned 
with much fatisfaCtion, from the communication 
your Lordfhip was pleafed to make them, that 
inftruCtions have been given to the Governor 
of New Brunfwick, to appropriate tracts of 
lands in the parifhes to be laid out in that 
province, for glebes for the minifters to be ap- 
pointed to fuch parifhes, and other fmaller 
tracts tor {choolmafters, and that a falary of 751. 
per annum is intended to be allowed in the 
eftimate to be granted by Parliament to each of 
four minifters of the church of England with- 
in that province; but the Society wifh to 
know whether any fum is intended to be al- 
lowed for building churches for thofe minifters 
to officiate in, and houfes for their refidence, 
both of which they conceive to be abfolutely 
neceffary, as the circumftances of the inhabi- 
tants, who they underftand are chiefly diftref- 
fed Loyalifts, will not admit of their contribu- 
ting any thing at prefent to the conftrution of 
fuch edifices; and on the fame account they are 
induced to exprefs their with that the allow- 
ance of 751. to each of the minifters may be 
increafed to at leaft 100]. which was the fa- 
lary allowed to the minifters appointed to Eaft 

and 
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and Weft Florida, when that country was 
ereted into thofe two provinces ; the climate 
of which being more benign requires lefs ex- 
pence for clothing, fuel, and other defences 
againft cold, than is necefiary to provide in the 
long and fevere winters of New Brunfwick. 

The Society alfo underftand that fimilar in- 
ftruCtions have been given to the Governors of 
Quebec and Nova Scotia, to appropriate tracts 
of lands for glebes, and fmaller portions for 
fchoolmafters, in all the diftriCts laid out for 
the accommodation of the Loyalifts in thofe 
provinces; and they requeft to be informed how 
far the Governors have complied with thofe in- 
ftruGtions; in what places the emigrants are 
feated ; whether they have carried any clergy. 
of the church of England with them ; whether 
any aflignments have been made for the fub- 
fiftence of fuch clergymen upon the revenue 
of Quebec, or upon the quit rents of Nova 
Scotia, or any other fund appropriated for the 
ereGiion of churches.and parfonage houfes? 


The Society are ftrongly incited to requeft in- 
formation upon thefe feveral heads, from their 
apprehenfions of the want thofe people mutt be 


if} 


Loree 
in of religious inftruction and fpiritual comfort; 
and from the con{fcioufnefs of their own inabi- 
lity to f{upply them from the great decreafe of 
their funds, which are now fo reduced that 
they find themfelves under the neceflity of dif- 
continuing fome of their miffions, and leffening 
the allowance to others, They are, indeed, per- 
fuaded that fuch is the flourifhing {tate of the 
Quebec revenue, that ample f{tipends for fuch 
church of England clergymen as may be want- 
ed in that province may be afforded from it ; 
and they are not lefs confident that the quit 
rents payable in Nova Scotia would, if colle@- 
ed, raife a fund from which not only the fums 
now allowed by the Society to miffionaries in 
that province might be taken without any 
public inconvenience, but what might be 
neceffary to maintain a complete eftabli{hment of 
the Church of England. And upon this fubje 
they beg leave to obferve, that the allowances 
made by the Society to the miffionaries in 
Nova Scotia, at the time of the fettlement of 
that province, in aid of the falaries granted 
them in the eftimate, were in confideration of 
the then indigent ftate of the fettlers, confift- 
ing of reduced foldiers and German emigrants, 
and that no revenue was to be raifed from 
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quit rents for ten years; but that it never 
could have been the intention of the Society 
to continue thofe allowances longer than until 
the inhabitants were in circumftances to contri- 
bute to the fupport of their clergy, and the quit 
rents became fufficiently productive ‘to afford 
them an augmentation of their falaries ; the 
Society conceiving. the maintenance of mif- 
fionaries among the indigent and fcattered 
inhabitants of new fettled countries,where the 
Crown is without the means of an immediate 
revenue, to be the proper application of their 
funds, and the calls they have upon them of 
that nature are more than their funds can now 
enable them to comply with. They requett; 
however, that it may not be fuppofed that 
they mean in any refpe@t to decline the care 
andfuperintendence of the church of Eng- 
land in the American provinces; for, on the 
contrary, fhould’ Government think fit to 
make them affignments upon the revenue of 
Quebec, and the quit rents of Nova Scotia, 
fufficient to maintain fuch minifters as are 
wanted, they will cheerfully undertake to 
fupply them, and fuperintend their condud.: 


No. V. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Knox: fo the 
Right Hon. Mr. Pir. 


Soho Square, 7th Aug. 1787. 


IN laying any material information before 
you, I confider myfelf as doing the beft i can 
for the public advantage,and thereby expreiling 
my duty and gratitude to his Majefiy in the 
moft acceptable manner; and therefore it is 
that I now take the liberty of acquainting you 
with the hiftory of a meafure which I under- 
{tand is foon to be adopted, the appointment of 
a bifhop for Nova Scotia, which I took much 
pains to promote, as Under Secretary of State 
under a former Adminiftration, and fince the 
peace as a Member of the Society for Propaga- 
tion of the Gofpel, and I affifted in preparing 
the letter from that Society to Lord Sydney for 
the fame purpofe. I did not, however, make 
that propofition as a feparate and diftinct mea- 
fure, but as part of a general! plan for the intro- 
duction and eftablifhment of the church of 
England, and through it combating and repref- 
fing the prevailing difpofition of the Colonies 
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to republicanifm, and exciting in them an 
efteem for monarchy. 


My long experience in colony affairs, and 


thorough knowledge of their ftate, had fhewn 


me that the great fource of all our difputes and 
difficulties lay in the mutability of the meafures 
of Government from the want of fyftem, and 
their partaking of the fafhion of the times, and 
wearing the complexions of their feveral au- 
thors; and I therefore recommended it to the 
King’s fervants, whofe confidence I had the 
honour to be in, to form a plan for the Colo- 
nies, and lay the foundation fo deep and wide as 
to infure firmnefs and duration to the fabric to 
be erected upon it, It was my duty to fketch 
out the plan, and it was adopted by a very intelli- 
gent Cabinet *; and although it was not made 
an office paper, I believe his Majefty faw it. 
So much of this plan as 1 thought applicable to 
the then ftate of our remaining poiffeffions in 
America I communicated to Lord North, when 
he was Secretary of State, and I have the f{atis- 
faction to find that every Sich taken in purfuance 
of it has been judged fit to be followed up. 1m 
your Adminiftration. The appointment of a 


‘ a eee =) ' , 
My authority for faying fo will be feen-in-a future 
publication. 


bifhop 
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bifhop for Nova Scotia was agreed to be made, 
though it was among the things left undone 
when the Adminiftration was changed, as the 
concomitant meafures had not been fettled, for 
I was far from confidering that appointment as 
a neutral meafure not likely to do either good 
or harm; for, on the contrary, I apprehended it 
might be attended with very mifchievous con- 
fequences if the concomitant meafures I had 
propofed did not accompany it. The immedi- 
ate and obvious effect of the appointment of a 
bifhop would be the fuperfeding the neceflity of 
fen‘iing out miffionaries from hence, or candi- 
dates for orders coming here from America for 
education and ordination, by which one of the 
frrongeft bands of union between the Colonies and 
Great Britain would be cut through; for it 
is well known that the church of England 
miffionaries in general exerted their influence 
with their congregations in fupport of the au- 
thority of Government in the late conteft, and 
that it was owing to their endeavours that {fo 
many of that perfuafion were Loyalifts; an ad- 
vantage which Government is not likely to be 
able to avail itfelf of on any future occafion, if 
nothing more be done towards the eftablifhment 
of the church of England in the Colonies than 
the appointment of a bifhop. Nay, the pre- 

late 
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late himfelf, if left to fubfift on the intereft of 
the fund appropriated to him in the hands of 
the Society for Propagation of the Gofpel, will 
probably prove a clog upon Government ; for 
his appointment being for life, and without 
profpect of preferment, he will be apt to confi- 
der how he may make the moft of his fituation, 
and, in order to obtain an allowance from the 
country, attach himfelf to the popular leaders. 
To counteract thefe evils, I had propofed that 
the church dignitaries of dean and archdeacon 
fhould take place with the appointment of the 
bifhop; that a falary out of the quit rents 
fhould be alloted to every parifh minifter, but 
to fome more than others; and that thofe of 
the dean and archdeacon fhould. be the moft 
confiderable, but al] given only during his Ma- 
jefty’s pleafure, and the prefentation to all be- 
nefices to be in the Governor: an additional 
falary to be likewife given to the bifhop dur- 
ing pleafure, as head of a _feminary Sor the in- 
Jtruttion of youth, and quatipying them for 
orders, to be eftablifned at Halifax; and as in 
due time a Canadian bifhop was intended to be 
appointed, with larger emoluments than the 
Nova Scotia bifhop, who might look up to that 
{ce as a beneficial tranflation, and be thence in- 


cited 
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cited to conduaét himfelf with fuch propriety, 
and acquire fuch a habit of acquiefcence with 
the views of Government in his fubordinate 
fituation as might fecure his promotion, and 
preferve him in the fame line of conduct when 
he became pre-eminent. It was not meant 
that either fhould be of the Council, but wholly 
excluded from temporal afiairs. Should you be 
led to conceive from this reprefentation that it 
would be moft prudent to poftpone the appoint- 
ment of a bifhop, I muft beg leave to acquaint 
you, that by doing fo zow, the danger will not 
be avoided, fince bifhops have been confecrated 
for the United States, (the policy of which 
proceeding I will fay nothing of) and there are 
colleges in moft of them, where education can 
be had fufficient to entitle the ftudents to the 
apoftolical benedition of thofe prelates; and 
fuch ordination will equally ferve to fuperfede 
the neceffity of candidates for orders coming to 
England for education or ordination, and the 
fending out miffionaries from hence, as would 
the appointment of a bifhop for the Britifh 
Colonies, with this important difference, that 
as the mode of education, and the principles m- 
culcated in the ftudents in thofe colleges, muft 
be entirely Republican, the fupplying the 
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churches in the Britith Colonies with fuch 
paftors would be like garrifoning our {trongeft 
fortreffes with troops of the enemy.—The fpirit 
and ability which have diftinguifhed your ad- 
miniftration will not therefore allow me to 
fuppofe that this appointment will be fuffered 
to remain a /o/ttary meajfure. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


WILL. KNOX, 


No. VI. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Knox to Lord Wat- 
SINGHAM, 7” anfwer to his Lord/hip’s Defire 
that he would affift him in putting the Ameri- 
can Packets upon a better Footing. | 


28th Aucuft, 178%, 

My Lorp, guid ms: 
THE fubje@ you propofe to me in the letter 
I have juft received is perhaps the one which 
I have leaft confidered of all the branches of 
Government ; but as far as I have knowledge, 
or can acquire information, the refult thall be 
at your fervice to make whatever ufe you think 


it 
















Peg9 2] 

it may be applied'to. It is my conftant habit 
to treat every thing which refpects Govern- 
ment fyftematically as a part of the whole, and 
to confider, in the firft place, its relative ufes 
and effects with regard to the whole, before [ 
think of any means for its improvement, for 
that is only to be encouraged in fo far as it 1s 
promotive of the general welfare, which I pre- 
fuppofe to confift in the prefervation of the 
Conftitution. 


The Poft Office has been hitherto confidered 
asa mere engine of revenue to the public, and 
of jobs to individuals; its utility to Adminiftra- 
tion, as a quick and preferable mode of intelli- 
gence, under the controul of Government, was 
never thought of, and even its convenzence to 
commerce was very little attended to. My ideas 
always run in a different channel, but it was 
impoflible for them to reach the fountain head 
when there were fuch infurmountable obftruc- 
tions in the paffage. Mr. Pitt’s adoption of 
Palmer’s plan for expediting the domeftic cor- 
refpondence, and direCting the eftablifhment of 
Packets between Milford Haven and Water- 
ford, in confequence of Mr. Beresford’s and 
my reprefentation, fhews his views to be.as 
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upon this fubjeét, as upon points of greater 
magnitude, and therefore I hope your Lordfhip 
will give full {cope to your judgment in form- 
ing a plan for his confideration, comprehend- 
ing the feveral objects of Government utility, 
commercial benefit, and increafe of revenue, but 
each in preference to the other in the order 
in which I have placed them. If fuch be 
your Lordihip’s purpofe, I will fketch the out- 
line of it, and fuggeft every meafure which 
may be neceflary for giving it effe&: but as 
in doing this I may be only wafting time, from 
not knowing your Lordfhip’s or Mr. Pitt’s 
intentions, I fhould with to have fome con- 
verfation with you upon the fubjec. 


I beg your Lordfhip to believe me your 
moft faithful and affectionate fervant, 


WILL. KNOX. 


No. 


No. VII. 


Plans for improving the Correfpondence between 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the feveral Britifh 
Colonies in America, the Weft Indies, and the 


United States, and between each other. 


TIMES of tranquillity are the moft proper 
feafons for reviewing the ftate of the 'mpire, 
improving its advantages, mending its defects, 
and preventing future evils; and the great al- 
terations which have been made in the political 
condition of the Britifh dominions fince the 
peace of 1763, furnifh the ftrongeft reafons 
for fo doing, both fpeedily and with great at- 
tention. The feparation and independence of 
13 of our American colonies, and the eman- 
cipation of the legiflature and legal judicature 
of Ireland, make fuch a change in our circum- 
{tances, that the old mode of treating our de- 
penaencies mutt be exploded, and a new f yitem. 
formed, better adapted to our prefent fituation. 
What that fyftem fhould be is matter for the 
ferious confideration of his Majefty’s confiden- 
tial fervants, and it would not become me to 
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fuggeft any ideas refpedting it, but fuch as the 
particular branch of Government upon which 
my opinion is defired muft neceflarily have 
with it, give occafion to. Atthe fame time I 


~ 


think it proper to obferve, that as the great 
annual increafe of the public revenue (exclu- 
five of what may be fuppofed to arife from the 
prevention of fmuggling) is chiefly occafioned 
by the general increafed confumption of taxed 
commodities by theinhabitants of the 1mproved 
parts of England, whofe expenditure is now 
become nearly equal to the whole of their in- 
come, no confiderable addition to it can be ex- 
pected to be drawn from them byany new mode 
of taxation whatever; for if nearly the whole 
be already {pent in taxed commodities,any new 
impofition, if it be productive, muft necefla- 
rily leflen the produce of fome former one, 
where there 1s no room for increafing the in- 
come by greater exertions of labour or {fkill. 
The unimproved and diftant parts of the empire 
muft therefore be looked to for farther re- 
fources, and every encouragement fhould be 
given to their acquiring wealth, ftimulating 
them at the fame time to the exercife of the 
means put in their power to attain it, and to 
{pend it again, by facilitating their intercourfe 

with 


cee 


* 47 . . . 
with the capital, and circ ulating among them 


a relifh for its luxuries and refinements. The 
ableft minifter cannot extra a confiderable re- 
venue from an indigent people; but he muft be 
a forry financier who canuot find the means of 
making wealthy fubjects contribute largely tc 
the fupport of Government, and therefore the 
firft great principle of finance is to make the 
people rich. Should then, what I am now r0- 
ing to propofe, (or may hereafter ropofe if 
called upon ) for promoting the profperity and 


facilitating the communication with the diftant 


‘we! 


and unimproved parts of the empire in a manner 
beneficial to the conffitution, be the occafion of 
fome immediate and dire expenditure of the 
public revenue, I muft beg that due credit may 
be given to me on the other hand for the aug 
mentation it may receive from the operation of 
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prevent too hafty a judgment of the probable 
effects of thofe meafures, I will give an inftance 
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of the extraordinary, and (to fuch as are not 
in the habit of reflecting deeply upon fuch fub- 
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jects,) unexpected confequences which have 
followed the embodying the militia of England: 
Great was the outcry at the time of the lofs of 
hands to agriculture and. manufactures, and 
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the injury the public w ould fuftain by the 
habits of idlenefs and diflipation the lower peo- 
ple would acquire from it, and none of the 
moft fervent of its advocates ever ventured to 
defend it as likely to promote tillage and ex- 
tend manufactures. Yet fuch have been its 
effe&ts ; for the men who had never eat any 
other than barley or rye bread at their own 
houfes, having been fed with wheaten in their 
camps, carried back with them fuch a relifh for 
it, that neither they or their fellow labourers 
have fince eaten any other bread ; and hence 
the confumption of wheat has fo greatly en- 
creafed, that although much more is now 
grown than before the peace of Paris, very little 
as fince been exported, nor is it likely that 
any large quantities will be to be {pared here- 
after, as the confumption is every day increa{- 
ing. The good clothes too, with which the 
men were fupplied while they ferved, has had 
a like effect upon their tafte for apparel, and 
as they confume more manufactures, and their 
expenfe has become greater, they have been 
forced to work harder; for no people can fuf- 
tain an increafed expenfe without increafe of 
labour, thofe who fubfift by fraud or plunder 
being too few in number to be allowed an 
exception. The removal of the regiments raifed 


in 


2a 
in the manufacturing counties into others 
where there were none, or fome only in their 
infancy, has alfo ferved to fpread or perfect 
fuch manufactures, and confequently to 1n- 
creafe them, fo that in fact the expenditure of 


7 
' 


revenue, which the calling out the militia oc- 
cafioned, has been compenfated for in a fuper- 
lative degree, by the increafe of the produce 
of the taxes upon confumption, befides aug- 
menting the national wealth by the increafe 
of its tillage and the fpreading of its manu- 
factures ; and thus, while our ingenious efti- 
mators are endeavouring to account for the 
diminution of our exports of wheat, by fup- 
pofing bad harvefts and fcanty crops, or the 
converfion of arable land into pafturage, all 
of which are untrue, the increafe of our home 
confumption, which never occurs to them, gives 
a fair explanation of the phenomena. 


The getting poffeffion of the general corref- 
pondence of the fubjects is a great object of 
government, and feparated as the feveral parts 
of this empire are, and feeble as are the civil 
powers of the executive, it is almoft effential 
to the exiftence of the ftate; for where there is 
not fufficient {trength to repel an attack when 
made, the greateft vigilance is neceflary in 
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the government channel, ae a very {mall part 
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only of that between Great Britain and our 


American Colonies, and between them and 
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and tediouinefs of the Weft India 


The infrequency 
1 and North 
ficient to 1n- 
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Dailies thro ugn iC. 
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American packets would be fuf 
duce all forts of perfons to fend their letters 
but 


they. are likewife incited to do fo by the con- 


by private fhips, as the quicker conveyance ; 


fideration of faving their correfpondents the 
charge of the fea poftage. It would however 
be a moft cruel outrage to humanity, and ex- 

ceedingly injurious to trade, in the prefent 
{tate of the packets, 
vate {hips under the fame reftrictions refpect- 


to lay the matters of pri- 


ing the carriage of letters as the drivers of 


waggons and ftage coaches; but if the Govern- 
ment conveyances were made fo frequent.and 
expeditious as to fully anfwer every purpofe 
of trade, there could be no ground of objec- 
tion to the fubjeCting all letters brought by 


private 





[ SBF 4 

private fhips, which did not relate to the cargo, 
to the payment of the /ame pofage as they would 
have been chargeable with had they come by 
the packets, and as an additional number of 
packets would be neceflary to juftify this regu- 
lation, fo would the increafe the revenue would 
thereby receive be much more than fufficient 
to defray the additional expenfe ; for I believe 
it is now pretty generally known that fre- 
quency and expedition in the conveyance will 
multiply the correfpondence, and that giving 
facility to correfpondence will increafe trade, 
and the increafe of trade will again increafe the 
correfpondence; but fhould any one doubt of 
the truth of thefe pofitions they will find them 
fully proved by the poft-ofhice accounts laid be- 
fore Parliament; for it appears that in 1710 
the grofs produce of that. revenue was only 
111,641]. and in 1744 it was 235,4921. but 
in 1764 it amounted to 432,048]. fo that in 
the firft 34 years, although the crofs pofts had 
been eftablifhed towards the latter end of that 
period, the increafe was only 124,031]. which 
is equal to an increafe of 36481. per annum, 
whereas in the 20 years following the increafe 
was nearly 200,000l. which is equal to an an- 
nual increafe of 10,0001, And it ought to be 

con- 
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confidered, that of the laft 20 years 
years of war with Spain, and fix of thofe 12, 
of war with France alfo ; and that of the pre- 
ceding 34 years, only five were years of war, 
And if we take a 


12 were 


and that with Spain only. 
view of the progrefs of manufactures through 
this country we fhall find they have followed 
the fame track with the poft, and extended with 
every facility given to corre/pondence ; nor can 
there be affigned any other caufe for the ma- 
nufacturers of the weft travelling to the north, 
without taking Wales in their way, than the 
want of communications through that country, 
and out of it; and I have the great fatisfaction 
of being able to produce the recent eftablith- 
ment of a cotton manufactory at Haverford- 
weft in Pembrokefhire, and of a Newfound- 
land fifhery on Milford Haven, as the imme- 
diate effects of the promife, and completion of 
that promife, of eftablifhing packets between 
that haven and Waterford, and the hope 
(though hitherto a delufive one) of better in- 


terior communications. 


Warranted by thefe facts, I am not afraid to 
affert, that the plans I am going to propofe, by 
placing the whole correfpondence betweenGreat 
Britain, Ireland and America, in the hands of 
Govern- 
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Government, and by its celerity increafing the 
trade of the empire, will be found beneficial to 
the revenue in its confequences, though it 
fhould be expenfive to it in the outfet, which, 


however, will by no means be the cafe, 


WEST INDIA PLAN. 


THERE are now two packets difpatched 
every month to the Weft Indies, one to pro- 
ceed direétly to Jamaica, the other to make the 
tour of the Windward Iflands. They perform 
their voyages in fomething more than four 
months, and ten packets are employed in the 
fervice. Neither of thefe packets touch at Pro- 
vidence or Bermuda, and the mails for thofe 
places, and the Carolinas and Georgia, are left 
to find their way thither as well as they can”*; 
fo very defective, though expentfive, is the pre- 
fent fyftem. But if it took in all thofe places 
which I have faid are left out, fill would a 
monthly conveyance be infufficient to anfwer 


* Such was the arrangement at the time this plan was 
prepared ; fome alteration has fince been made, but of 


little confequence, 
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ROMUCLION or the wnoie Coil reipondence. 


My propofition, therefore, will go to the pro- 
pangs thr ce conveyances t ry month inftcad of 
one, and to the difpatch “of Wits Weft India 
aatils inf{tead of ¢wenty-four, in every year, and 
to take into the fy{tem not only Pro a is and 
Bermuda, but the Carolinas and Georgia alfo. 
To effect this, no more than eleven packets 
will be wanted to fail from England and return 
to it; and three large Bermuda floops, and three 
fmall fchooners to continue in the Weft Indies. 
One packet only to fail from England on the 
firft, tenth and nineteenth of every month, 


f will fuppofe the firft to depart on the firft 
day of January with the mails for Barbadoes 
and all the Windward Iflands, St. Vincent’s, 
Grenada, Jamaica and Providence, and for the 
Carolinas and Georgia alfo. Upon her arrival 
at Barbadoes {fuppofe on the firft of February) 
her mails, with her paffengers for St. Vincent’s, 
Grenada and Jamaica, are to, be put on board 
one of the three Bermuda floops, which I fhall 
call the Leeward Mland packets, and: fhe (the 
Enelith 


PE ag 

Englifh packet) is (after {topping twenty-four 
hours to take in water for the reft of the voy- 
ape, and the homeward mail, which muft be 
ready, and any paflengers that are ready alfo, 
and fuch bags, with letters for the other iflands 
and the continent of America, as the poflt- 
mafter fhall deliver to her) to proceed to Do- 
minica, Antigua, St. Chriftopher’s and Tor- 
tola, ftopping only fix hours at each, to 
land or take on board paffengers and change 
her mails, and to take on board fuch bags with 
letters as the poft-mafter fhall deliver to her 
for the places before-mentioned, and proceed 
to Crooked Ifland, where fhe is to deliver to 
one of the three {mall {chooners, which I fhall 
call the Carolina packets, the mails for Pro- 
vidence, the Carolinas and Georgia, and her 
bags with letters for thofe places, and alfo 
for Bermuda, Virginia, Maryland, and the 
whole northern diftrict, and proceed directly 
to England with the homeward mails fhe has 
colleéted in her route. It is fuppofed fhe 
will make her paflage from Barbadoes to 
Crooked Ifland in nine days, fo as to arrive 
there the roth of February ; and that her 
whole voyage will be performed in twelve 
weeks. 


The 


aan 
ae, 
= 


ep —_ 
= — a a= 
"> =z = 





. oe 
ait Peet —— oe 


Se. 
- < => - < 
- 2 = 
: : 


=~ 


> 


—io~ 
© ’ 


—s 


t 
yr 
i 
rf 
i 
}) 


IS 
a aie eo 


[ 92 ] 

The fecond Englifh packet 1s to fail the roth 
of January, and to arrive at Barbadoes the roth 
of February, and after ftopping 24 hours, and 
iifpatching her mails for St. Vincent's, Gre- 
nada, Jamaica and Bermuda, by the fecond 
Jamaica packet, proceed as the firft had done 
to Crooked If{land, where fhe will arrive the 
19th of February, and where fhe is to deliver 
her mails for Providence, the Carolinas and 
Georgia, and her bags with letters for Ber- 
muda, Virginia and Maryland, and the whole 
northern diftrict before-mentioned, to the 
fecond Carolina packet; and as the firft Ja- 
maica packet will then have had 18 days to 
go from Barbadoes to St. Vincent’s, Grenada 
and Jamaica, ftopping only 12 hours at 
each of the firft, and 24 hours at the laft, and 
to beat up the windward paflage to Crooked 
Ifland, fhe will be there alfo on the 19th 
of February, and the Englifh packet having 
received from her all her homeward mails and 
paflengers, is to proceed directly to England; 
and the Jamaica packet having delivered to 
the fecond Carolina {chooner all her bags with 
letters for Bermuda, and for the whole Con- 
tinent of America, is to make the beft of her 
way to Barbadoes, to meet the fourth Eneglifh 
packet on the 28th of February. 

The 





a ae 

The third Englifh packet is to fail the 19th 
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes on the 
igth of February, and after ftopping 24 
hours, and difpatching her mails for 5t. Vin- 
cent’s, Grenada and Jamaica, by the third Ja- 
maica packet, and taking on board her bags 
with letters for the Windward Iflands, Bermu- 
da, and theContinent of America, as the former 
had done, proceed, as the others did, to Crooked 
Ifland, where fhe will arrive the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, and there meet the fecond Jamaica 
packet; and having received her mails, and de- 
livered to the third Carolina packet the mails 
for Providence, the Carolinas and Georgia, and 
the bags with letters for thofe places and Ber- 
muda, and the whole northern diftrict, pro- 
ceed dire@tly to England; and the Jamaica 
packet having alfo delivered to the third Caro- 
lina packet her bags with letters for the laft- 
mentioned places, is to return directly to Bar- 
badoes. 


The fourth Englifh packet is to fail the 28th 
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes the 28th 
of February, where, finding the firft Jamaica 
packet returned from Crooked Ifland, fhe is to 
take on board the bags with letters fhe may 
have brought for the Windward Iflands, and 

difpatch 
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difpatch her as before to Jamaica, and proceed 
herfelf to Crooked Ifland, in like manner as 
the preceding packets did, where fhe is to ar- 
rive the 6th* of March, and there meet the 
third Jamaica packet from Jamaica, and the firft 
Carolina packet returned from Charleftown; 
and having exchanged mails with the latter, 
and taken on board thofe brought by the for- 
mer, and delivered to both her bags with let- 
ters for their refpective diftriGts, proceed to 
England ; and thofe packets having exchanged 
their bags with letters for and from their 
refpective diftricts, are to proceed on their 
refpective routest. The plan for the fouthern 
diftridt 

* The fhortnefs of the month of February will always 


occafion a little derangement, but the length of the 
preceding and following months will balance it. 


+ My reafons for fending the Bermuda floops down to 
Jamaica, and the Englith packets along the Windward 
Iilands, were thefe two: The firft, that the voyage the 
Englifh packets would have to make being fhorter, ten 
packets would be fufficient for the bufinefs, whereas if 
they went to Jamaica eleven would be wanted, and the 
faving the expenfe of a packet was of fome confequence: 
The other, that large Bermuda floops were better 
adapted for beating up to the windward than the Englith 
packets, and would therefore perform the voyage with 
more certainty, and in lefs time. However, as 
the accommodation of Jamaica is deemed fupe- 
rior to thofe confiderations, I have no objection to 


changing 


Cae 

diftric&t being now complete, and the proper 
meafures taken for connecting it with the 

northern diftriG, I fhall fubmit a plan for giv- 
ing equal facility and celerity to the correi- 
pondence between Great Britain and the nor- 
thern diftri@, and connecting the two toge- 
ther, fo as to form a complete and compre- 
henfive fyftem for the whole American cor- 
re{pondence. 


There is at prefent only one monthly packet 
eftablifhed between North America and Great 
Britain, and the packet goes from Falmouth to 
Halifax in Nova Scotia, where fhe delivers her 
mails for Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick, St. 
John’s, Canada, Newfoundland, and Cape Bre- 
ton, and from thence proceeds to New York, 
where fhe delivers her mails for all the United 


changing the deftination of the Englifh packets and 
fending them to Jamaica, and fending the Bermuda 
floops along the Windward Iflands; and in that cafe the; 
fhould be ordered to come back by Bermuda, and the 
bags for that ifland, and the whole northern diftrict, 
delivered to them, inftead of the Carolina {chooners, 
which might be ordered to return to Crooked Ifland 
directly from Charleftown ; and as their voyage would be 
fo much fhortened, and might be performed in eighteen 
days, two fchooners would be fufficient for the purpofe, 
and a faving of one of them fet off againft the addition 
of an_Englifh packet to accommodate Jamaica. 


American 
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American States, and from thence returns to 
Falmouth. As fhe muft remain at Halifax and 
New York fome days, in order to give time to 
the inhabitants of thofe places to anfwer by 
her the letters fhe brings them, her voyage 
takes up near five months, and occafions the 
employment of fix packets for that fervice, 
The time of her ftay at Halifax cannot, how- 
ever, admit of even the people of Shelburne 
and Lunenburg, much lefs of New Brunf- 
wick or St. John’s, Cape Breton or Newfound- 
land, anfwering the letters brought for them 
by the fame packet; nor can the anfwers ar- 
rive at Halifax from Quebec in time for 
even the next fucceeding packet. The like 
may be faid of the people of Albany, Pennfyl- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas 
and Georgia, on the one fide of New York, 
and of the people of Connecticut, Rhode 
Ifland and Maflachufets Bay on the other; fo 
that, in fact, the Englith traders can receive 
anfwers to their letters to Halifax and New 
York only, in the-five months, by the return 
of thefe five months packets; and it muft be 
fix months before they can receive their an- 
{wers from Shelburne and New Brun{wick, 
and St. John’s, Albany, Pennfylvania, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Ifland and Maffachufets Bay, 

and 





C7 

and feven months before they can receive 
them from Quebec, Maryland and Virginia, 
and no computation can be made of the time 
they may be received in from Newfoundland, 
as there is no regular conveyance for letters 
between that moft important ifland and Ha- 
lifax, or any other part of the world ; fo that 
the fyftem for this diftri@t is full more defec- 
tive and imperfect than that for the fouthern, 
and #0 provifion whatever is made in either of 
them, or in any other way, by Government, for 
the conveyance of letiers from any part of the 
whole Continent of North America, to any one 
of the Weft India Iflands ; fuch is the cafe at 
prefent, and therefore I truft that a plan, 
which aims at remedying fuch great defects, 
will meet with a candid confideration. 


Upon the fame principles which I before ef- 
tablifhed in my introduétion to the preceding 
plan, and others which I do not think necef- 
{ary to mention here, I have formed the fol- 
lowing plan for carrying on the correfpondence 
between Great Britain and North America, as 
far fouth as Virginia, and conneéted it with 
that propofed for the WeftIndies, and the three 
fouthern ftates, fo as to give every part included 
in both, an opportunity of correfponding with 
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every other, and with Great Britain, three times 


in every mouth. 


To éffe& this, eight Englifh packets, and 
fix Bermuda floops or brigs, will only be 
wanted, and'a land-poft three times in every 
month from Halifax to Quebec by New 
Brunfwick; fhould, however, two mails ‘a 
month be judged fufficient for this diftrict, 
the number of Englifh packets may be re- 
duced to fix, and the Bermuda floops or brigs 
to four, and the land-pofts from three to two 
a month. But as three mails in every month 
is the moft perfect, and connects more exactly 
with the Weft India fyftem, I have formed 
my plan according to that idea. 


NORTH AMERICAN PLAN. 


MY propofition then is, to fend the Englifh 
North American packets to Caplin Bay in 
Newfoundland, and no farther, except in the 
months of November, December and January, 
when they fhould go to Halifax; the voyage 
is much fhorter from England to that Bay than 

to Halifax, and it can be made with the wind at 
North Weft, which is the violent wind in that 
quarter. 
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quarter. I allow, however, for the packet out 
and home two months, though | have known 
the voyage home made in 15 days*. From 
Caplin Bay three of the fix floops-or brigs. are 
to go to Halifax, and. from thence to Rhode 
[fland, and return from thence to Halifax and. 
back to Caplin Bay ; the other three are to go 
toBermuda, and from thence to Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia, and return from thence to Bermuda, and 
{o back to Caplin Bay ; they will each. make 


their. voyage in lefs than 27 days, fo that fix 
will afford two. for every nine days. I fhall 
fuppofe ‘then, that the firft North American 
packet upon this plan fhould fail from Fal- 


mouth the. firft of February with mails for 


* The. vaft importance of the Newfoundland fifhery to 
this country. has been long known and admitted, and yet 
no provifion has ever been made for enabling the fifhers to 
carry on any correfpondence with their employers in 
England, or their employers with them, though nothing 
could more effectually promote the bufinefs than fuch a 
correfpondence, as a.fpeedy conveyance of intelligence of 
the fuccefs of the fifhery would enable the merchants to 
judge what veffels to fend out to carry the fifh to mar- 
ket; and, on the. other hand, the knowledge of where 
the fifh was. moft likely to be in demand would enable 
the fifhers to fend their fifh to.the proper markets; to 
convey fuch intelligence, the owners are now frequently 
obliged to difpatch hght veflels at their own charge, and 
to the great reproach of Government. 


CG 2 Newfound- 
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Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, 
St. John’s, Canada, and all the American States, 
(except the Carolinas and Georgia, which are 
provided for in the Weit India plan) and for 
Bermuda alfo, and arrive at Caplin Bay in 
Newfoundland the firft of March, and from 
thence difpatch one of the three brigs or floops, 
which I fhall call the Halifax packets, to Hali- 
fax, with the mails for Nova Scotia, St. John’s, 
Cape Breton, Canada, Maflachufets Bay, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Ifland, New York, the Jerfeys 
and Pennfylvania, and one of the three brigs 
or floops, which I fhall call the Bermuda 
packets, to Bermuda, with the mail for that 
ifland, and thofe for Virginia and Maryland, 
and having fo done return to England. The 
fecond Englifh North American packet fhould 
{ail on the 10th of February, and proceed to 
Caplin Bay as before, and difpatch the fecond 
Halifax packet and the fecond Bermuda 
packet with their refpective mails; and the 
third in like manner to fail on the 19th of 
February, and proceed, as the others had done, 
to Caplin Bay, and difpatch the third Halitax 
packet, and the third Bermuda packet, with 
their mails, and then return to England. The 
firft Halifax packet to proceed to Halifax by 
the 8th of March, and there deliver her mails 
| for 
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for Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick and Quebec, 
and taking on board fuch bags with letters 
as the Poft-mafter may deliver to her for 
Maflachufets Bay, Connecticut, Rhode Ifland, 
New York, the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, and ftay- 
ing twelve hours, proceed to Rhode Ifland, 
where fhe is to arrive the 15th, and there de- 
liver the whole of her remaining mails and 
bags, and take on board the mails for Eng- 
land from all the faid ftates, and alfo fuch 
bags of letters as may be delivered to her by 
the Poft-mafter for Nova Scotia, Canada, 5t. 
John’s, Cape Breton, New Brunfwick, New- 
foundland, or any of the Weft India ifiands, 
or for Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas or 
Georgia; and after ftaying twelve hours re- 
turn to Halifax by the 22d, where, having 
delivered the bags with letters for Nova Scotia, 
Canada, New Brunfwick, St. John’s and Cape 
Breton, and taken on board the mails from 
thofe places for England, and any bags with 
letters for any of the Weit India iflands, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, the Carolinas or Georgia, 
which may be delivered to her by the Pott- 
mafter, and ftaying twelve hours return to 
Caplin Bay by the 29th of March; and there 
meeting the fourth Englifh North American 
packet exchange mails with her, and aes 

there 
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there alfo the firft’ Bermuda packet’ returned 
from her voyage, deliver to her all the bags 
with letters for the Weft India iflands, Mary- 
land, Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia, and 
receive from her fuch bags with letters as 
fie may have brought up from’ Norfolk in 
Virginia, or Bermuda, the Baharias, and Weft 
India Iflands, for any of the places in the dif- 
trict of the Halifax packet, and then proceed 
to Halifax, as fhe had before done. 


The firft Bermuda packet to proceed to Ber- 
muda, where fhe is to arrive the 8th of March’, 
and there deliver her mail for that ifland; and 
after ftaying twelve hours; ftand over to Nor- 
folk in Virginia, where fhe is to arrive the 15th, 
and there deliver her mails for Maryland and 
Virginia, and take on board the mails from 
thofe ftates for England, and alfo fuch bags 
with letters for any of the Weft India Iflands, 
of any of the northern or fouthern ftates), or 
Britifh colonies in America, that the Poftmatter 
may deliver to her; and after ftaying twelve 


* The voyage from Caplin Bay to Bermuda being much 
Jonger than from Bermuda to Norfolk in Virginia, the 
arrival of this packet at Bermuda will not be fo re- 
gular as T have fuppofed it, but the whole voyage may 
be performed in thé 27 days with great eafe, 


hours 
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hours return to Bermuda by the 22d, andthere 
deliver to the Carolina packet (or to. the Poit- 
matter for her if fhe be not there, as neither of 
thefe packets muft wait for the other) all the 
bags with letters for the Weft India Iflands, and 
the Carolinas. and Georgia, and receive from 
her, or from the Poftmatter if fhe be not there, 
fuch bags with letters as fhe may have brought 
from any of the northern ftates or colonies, and 
after ftaying twelve hours return to Caplin 
Bay, where fhe is to arrive the 29th of March ; 
and meeting with the fourth Englifh North 
American packet, fhe 1s to exchange mails 
with her, and as fhe will alfo meet with the 
firtt Halifax packet returned there from her 
voyage, deliver to her the bags with letters for 
the places within her circuit, and receive from 
her fuch bags with letters for the Weft India 
Iflands, or the Carolinas or Georgia, as fhe 
may have brought with her, and then pro- 
ceed as fhe had done before. 


By this arrangement a letter from Halifax 
will be carried to Jamaica in 28 days, and the 
anfwer will be brought back in 28 more, and. 
fo in ref{pect to all other places. Some devia- 
tion, as I before obferved, muft however ne- 
ceflarily be made from. this plan in the 

months 
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months of November, December, and Janu- 
ary, when the Englifh North American packet 
fhould be fent from Falmouth directly to Ha- 
lifax, and the Halifax and Bermuda packets 
directed to meet her there, inftead of Caplin 
Bay; but as only two of the three Halifax 
packets will then be wanted to go between 
Rhode Ifland and Halifax, the other one may 
make a voyage or two to Newfoundland, 
when the weather permits, or it is found ne- 
ceflary. 


Both plans being now completed, the inter- 
courfe will continue conftant and regular with 
the whole conneétion every mine days; and al- 
though none of the places touched at, except 
Barbadoes and Jamaica, will have more than 
twelve hours to anfwer their letters by the 
fame packet that brings them, yet as only nine 
days will intervene between the arrival of every 
two packets, there will be no juft ground of 
complaint on that account. I have propofed 
making Rhode Ifland the place for the Halifax 
packet to deliver and take up the northern and 
middle American States mails at, inftead of 
New York, becaufe the voyage is fhorter, and 
the harbour open all the year, and for other 
reafons not neceffary to mention ; but if it be 


thought 


| tos | 
thought more fit to fend the packet to New 
York initead of Rhode Ifland, the change will 
make no alteration in the plans, as there is 
time enough allowed for either voyage. 


To give Ireland the full benefit of this plan, 
and fecure the whole of her correfpondence to 
it, the Englifh packets place of failing and 
arrival fhould be changed from Falmouth to 
Milford Haven, and the letters for Ireland di- 
rected to be made un in feparate mails from 
thofe of England in the Weft Indies and North 
America, and as foon as the packets arrive at 
Hubberftone, delivered to the Waterford 
packet, to carry over to Ireland, and the Eng- 
lifh Weft India and North American. packets 
directed to receive the mails from Ireland, in 
like manner, at Hubberitone, and carry them 
out with them; this would occafion a great 
increafe of the revenue, and be fuch an ad- 
vantage ta the trade of Ireland as would put 
that kingdom in good humour with the Ad- 
miniftration that obtained it; but as the Cor- 
nifh members might feel hurt by fuch a re- 
moval, | would propofe to compromife the 
matter with them, by appointing every other 
American packet only to {ail from and arrive at 

Milford 


on ie 2 . 
3 SS: “es A - 


at — 
a. = 
at 





= 


=, 


= 


aS a a ee 
— 


7 = 
_ = = = 
‘ WF. - 
i 7 


__- eee 
———_ 
. — .~ 
a = 























eae 


Rhy wins teh RSS SE Be 
— ~ —— --~ 
F 
7 
— 
-_ 
v4 


a ES A. ag Sie 


ny, —— 
ee ee 


we + 


[ 06 | 


o- . ° “es 1 
Milford Haven, which would give Falmouth 
five American packets every CWO months, in- 
ftead of the monthly one 


' ¥ 
thence, fo that Falmouth would b 
year more than 


s that now go from 
a gainer by 
this plan of fix packets in. the 
fe has at prefent, which muft filence 


plaints or oppofition from that quarter ; 
ay be a frequent 


generality of the 


all com- 
and 


once in eighteen days m 
enough conveyance for the 
{:jfh merchants correfpondence with America, 
efpecially as they would get their letters fo 
much fooner after the packets arrival than 
they new da, and could take proportionably fo 
much longer time in anfwering them, they 
having now a daily conveyance to and from 
EHubberftone. The intervention of eighteen 
days between the failing of every two packets 
would give time for the northern as well as 
the fouthern parts of that kingdom to anfwer 
the letters by every fubfequent packet, which 
were brought by the preceding one, and the 
people of Waterford, Cork, Limerick and 
Dublin, who are the chief exporters to the 
eolenies, might avail themfelves of the inter- 
mediate Falmouth packets, to anfwer their 
letters brought by every Milford Haven ane. 


Bat fhould all the American packets continue 
to 


Eee, cae 


to fail from and return to Falmouth, none of 
the towns in Ireland; except: Dublin, could 
poflibly anfwer the letters brought: by any of 
the Ameritan packets by the return: of the 
next ; for, as after the American mails arrived 
in London; the letters: for Ireland would be 
four days in getting to Dublin, and the an- 
{wers would be four days in returning to 
London;. eight. of the nine days:between the 
{ailing of the packets would be fpent in the 
travelling of the poft: between London and 
Dublin; and confequently only one day: would. 
be left for the people of Ireland: to receive 
and anf{wer their letters: in,. which therefore 
none but the people of Dublin could: avail 
themfelves of ; indeed: the people of Cork and 
Kinfale would not have more than three days 
to anfwer their letters by the fecond packet 
that failed after they received them, as fifteen 
days of the eighteen would be fpent in the 
pofts travelling between London and thofe 
places; whereas the people of London would 
have the whole nine days, and the people of 
Briftol fix; Liverpool four, and the moft dif 
tant parts of England at leaft one whole day 
to anfwer, by the next packet, the letters 
brought to them by a former one, Nor would. 

the 
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the removal of the packets from Falmouth to 
Milford Haven deprive any of them of that 
advantage, as the diftance from Milford Haven 
to London is not greater than from Falmouth 
ta London, and therefore, as the trading in- 
tereft of England can receive no fort of mjury 
by the removal, and it is of moft eflentia] im- 
portance to the trade of Ireland, other inferior 
confiderations ought not to be allowed to 
ftand in the way of fo great a national object 
to that kingdom, nor would that loyal but 
high fpirited and fenfible people brook fo 
offenfrve and injurious an inftance of difre- 
eard and partiality in the Britifh Admin 
flration, as the preferring the petty advantage 
a little borough in Cornwall derives from a 
few travellers, to the comercial interefts of all 
Frelana. 


E have mentioned Crooked Hland as the 
place of rendezvous for the three packets in 
the fouthern diftrict, becaufe | am informed 
it is a good and fafe road, and has plenty of 
excellent water, and exactly in the way from 
Famaica by the Windward paflage; and Cap- 
in Bay in Newfoundland for the rendezvous 


of 
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of the three packets in the northern diftrict, 
as the place moft convenient for all the 
three. 


To make my plans more eafily underftood, 
{ have marked, by dotted lines upon a chart 
of the Atlantic Ocean, the traéts of each of 
the feveral packets, and referred to them by 
the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, but it is only 
for the purpofe of explanation I have done it, 
and not with any intention of defcribing their 
exact courfes; any difcovery therefore that i 
have gone to the leeward of a rock, or fhoal, 
or ifland, when I fhould have kept to the 
windward, or the contrary, will bring no im- 
putation upon the plans, or the want of ac- 
curacy in their author, for I am not propoling 
any improvement in the manner of navigat- 
ing the packets, but only mean to fhew how 
their voyages may be rendered more beneficial! 
to the public. 
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PART the SECOND. 





Brinc a native of Ireland, and receiving 
the firft rudiments of my. political education 
from one of the ableft and beft informed ftated- 
men that ifland ever produced, the’ late Sir 
Richard Cox, I was early well acquainted with 
the ftate of that great, but unknown and neg- 
le&ted member of the Britifh empire; and-fo 
thorough a knowledge had I obtained of its 
wants and grievances, that foon after | return- 
ed from America, in the year 1761, I was able 
to take up their confideration, and lay fome 
propofals for their redrefs before a refpectable 
body of Irifh noblemen and gentlemen, who 
called themfelves the Donegal Society, whofe 
avowed purpofe was to promote the interefts 
of their country, but which ended, as Trifh 
meetings generally do, in toafting its friends in 
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the Britith Parliament, and drinking full bum- 
pers, with three cheers, to the profperity of 
Ireland. And inthe year 1763, when the peace 
was negociating, I prefented to the Earl of 
Halifax, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, a ftatement of the 
comparatively higher duties impofed by Spain 
upon Irifh linens than upon thofe of France, 
and joined the late Mr. Ellis, Agent to the 
Linen Board, in foliciting his Lordfhip’s good 
offices to obtain an equalization, which his 
Lordfhip affured me he would mention to the 
Earl of Bute, but nothing was then done, or 


bas yet been done in the bufinefs. 


The general indifpofition of the great men 
of Ireland to do any thing for their country, 
and their fear of obftructing their own pro- 
motion in England, by being fufpected of at- 
tachment to it, left me no hopes of their fup- 
port in carrying into execution the plan I had 
formed for promoting the profperity of Ireland, 
in coincidence with that of Great Britain and 
America,and combining them in one common 
intereft, unlefs [ could give an influence to the 
great body of the people over them, and engage 
ihem to exert it for their own and their coun- 


try s 


[-arz | 


try’s intereft and advantage. The adminiftra 
tion of Ireland (for it never had any thing like 
a fy{tematic government) had long been car- 
ried on by contract, and a reciprocity of jobs 
between the contraétors and thofe birds of paf- 
fage, the Lord Lieutenants and their fecretaries, 
without the leaft attention to the {tate, or inte- 
ref{ts of the country; and as the members of the 
Houfe of Commons held their feats for life, 
there was no fort of intetcourfe between them 
and their conftituents, much lefs had they any 
influence over them. The government there- 
fore of Ireland, though in {peculation an exact 
picture of that of England, was, in fact, an 
ariftocracy, or rather an oligarchy, and there- 
fore my -firft objeét was to demolih the cor- 
rupt fabric, and to give the people their pro- 
per fhare in the government, and compel their 
reprefentatives to pay attention to their inte- 
re{ts. The obvious means of effecting this 
was to procure a limitation to the duration of 
Parliament, and with that view I drew up the 
paper, No. I, in the Appendix, and prefented 
it to. Lord Frederick Campbell, when he was 
appointed fecretary to Lord Townfhend. How 
far that paper influenced the meafure I know 

H not, 
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[ 14 J} 
not, but Ireland. owes the octennial act to that 
admuniftration. 


My fituation of Under Secretary of State 
enabled me to difcover the fentiments of the 
King’s confidential fervants towards Ireland, 
and it was with exceedingly great fatisfaction 
I perceived in them all, particularly in Lord 
North, the moft liberal and friendly fenti- 
ments towards it, infomuch that I entertained 
the ftrongeft hopes that if we fucceeded in 
fettling matters with America, every part of 
my plan would be adopted. 


The firft meafure I propofed was, the admif- 
fion of the Irifh into a participation of the 
Newfoundland fifhery ; and when I found my 
propofal relifhed by the minifters, I drew up 
the paper No. II, which I put into Sir Stanier 
Porteen’s hands, to deliver to Sir John Bla- 
quiere, then fecretary to Lord Harcourt, who 
was in London, but with whom | had not then 
the honour to be acquainted, and afterwards 
tranfmitted to him the further propofitions 
contained in my letter to him, No. III. That 
rery {pirited and fenfible gentleman, the firft 
Trifh fecretary that, I believe, ever thought of 
foliciting any commercial favour for Ireland, 


adopted 
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adopted my propofitions refpecting the fifhery, 
and purfued them with fuch zeal and ability, 
that the bill was immediately brought in and 
pafled here, and a fimilar one in Ireland, a copy 
of which Sir John fent me in his letter, No. IV. 
The fenfe that gentleman had of my fervices 
to lreland, and Lord Harcourt’s adminiftrati- 
on, will be beft feen in his own letter to Lord 
Harcourt, upon an application I had made to 
him in behalf of an unfortunate brother, 
which he was fo candid and honorable as to 
fend to me open, with permiflion to keep a 
copy of it, and which I have given in the Ap- 


pendix, No. V. 


The acquifition of Lord George Germaine to 
the Cabinet was a fortunate circumf{tance for 
Ireland, and infured the accomplifhment of 
my plan, which I opened fully to his Lordihip, 
ana wiich he found to correfpond fo entirely 
with his own ideas, that it was his conftant de- 
claration to his intimate friends ever after- 
wards, that whoever wanted to know any thing 
of Ireland or America muft come to me. To 
remove the abfurd prejudices which their pa- 
triots had inftilled and inculcated into the 
people of Ireland, and to give them right no- 
tions of their political fituation and commer- 
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cial rights, in order to prepare them to accept 
my intended propofitions and give them their 
full fapport, I drew up and privately circu- 
lated the tract, intitled “ Confiderations on the 
“ State of Ireland,” in the Appendix, No. VI, 
taking care that I fhould not be known for 
the author, and I find it has been generally 
attributed to Mr. Jenkinfon, (now Lord 
Hawkefbury) who never faw the manufcript. 
And in my pamphlet in defence of the Que- 
bec act*, I placed the harfh and impolitic 
condué of the Irifh Proteftants towards their 
Roman Catholic fellow-fubjeéts in fo {trong a 
light, and treated their prejudices in a note 
with fuch ftriking ridicule, that its publica- 
tion ferved more to reconcile them to that per- 
fecuted people than all the laboured appeals of 
their advocates. 


The next ftep which I took, with Lord 
George Germaine’s concurrence, was to open 
a part of my plan to the Irifh ad miniftration, 
and to get them to make the application for 


* An extra of this pamphlet is added to the Appendix, 
No. L. 


allowing 
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allowing Ireland a participation in the trade 
of the Britifh Colonies; and as I had then no 
correfpondence with Sir Richard Heron, I 
wrote my letter, No. VIII, to my friend 
Sir Lucius O’Brien, which prodyced the 


letter from Sir Richard Heron to me, 
No. IX. 


Soon after, Sir Richard Heron came to Eng- 
land, and from his converfation I found that 
the Irifh Privy Council were afraid of giving 
offence to Adminiftration, by making the ap- 
plication I had pointed out; but upon my affur- 
ing him that all I propofed they fhould afk for 
would be readily granted, he went back with 
the determination to make the application, but 
before his departure, recollecting that no fuch 
application had ever been made by the Irith 
Privy Council, and that there was no precedent 
for it in their books, he begged I would give 
him a draft of the letter which it would be pro- 
per to fend over, which I accordingly drew up. 
The delay in tranfmitting the demand, how- 
ever, occafioned me to write the letter to him, 
No. X; and as our correfpondence from 
thence-forward became regular, I have only 
to refer to the feries of it, as arranged in the 

Appendix, 
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Appendix, to fhew the part ! took in a bufinefs 
which all mankind had hitherto looked upon 
as impoflible to fucceed in, but which was 
accomplifhed with very little noife or buftle, 
and with the greateft cordiality and moft per- 
fect good numour on both fides. ‘The whole 
of this correfpondence I fent up from Pem- 
brokefhire to Mr, 2 5 See on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, I 1735s - for Mr. Pitt’s information, when 
I firft heard of his Commercial Propofitions to 
Ireland: but fuch is the tranfcendant fupe- 
riority of intuitive omnifcience over the dull 
acquifitions of experience and {cientific know- 
ledge, that the receipt of my letter was not 
even acknowledged to me, and I believe not 
one of my papers were ever read, for when | 
applied to Mr. Rofe for them, at Lord Sack- 
ville’s defire, who wifhed to fee them before 
he {poke upon the Propofitions, they were re- 
turned to me inthe very form I had fent them 
up, and my own letter to Mr. Rofe upon the 
top of them. 


An intimation had been given to me by Sir 
Lucius O’Brien, in 1778, of the injury Ireland 
fuftained by the embargo upon butter, and I 
reprefented the grievance in fuch a light, that 

its 
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its removal was ordered ; and the paper, No. 
XLIV, with the letter, No. XLV, from that 
moft able and firm friend of Ireland, the late 
Speaker, will teftify to whofe application it 
was owing that the embargo upon the bee : 


was likewife taken off. 


- Areftriction injurious to Ireland, which had 
been clandeftinely inferted in the fifhery acts, 
1 got removed the next feffion, and obtained 
a declaration in the aGt of Parliament that 
irifh fhips were to be deemed Britifh in all 


a 


re{pects whatever. 

I had propofed to Mr. Eden, when he was 
appointed Secretary to Ireland, the eftablifh- 
ment of a national Bank, which was a part of 
my principal plan; and upon receiving his 
Jetter, No. XLVI, from Ireland, 1 fent him 


the anfwer, No. XLVIL 


I have not given this detail of paft tranfac- 
tions merely'to emblazon my own merit, or to 
deprive others of the importance they had af- 
fumed from them, but to fet the public, and 
efpecially my countrymen, right in two very 

material 
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material points in which they have been much 
deceived, or deceived themfelves. The one is, 
that all the conceflions made to Ireland, and 
all the advantages given to her trade, antece- 
dent to the year 1782, were forced from the 
Adminiftration by the terror of the Irifh Vo- 
lunteers. ‘The other, that there was no plan, 
no fyftem, or any connection, either political 
or commercial, in what was done, but that 
one thing was given up after another, juft as 
the neceflity urged, or the conceding humour 
prevailed. For whoever reads over the cor- 
refpondence in the Appendix, muft be con- 
vinced that the whole Cabinet, and particular- 
ly Lord North, and my much-lamented noble 
friend Lord Sackville, teftified the moft friend- 
ly, generous, and enlarged fentiments towards 
that country, throughout the whole proceed- 
ing; and that every thing which was done, 
vas well confidered, confiftent, and wife; 
that the plan was formed and agreed to be- 
fore any volunteers were raifed, and would 
have been carried into execution. to the fame 
extent if they had never exifted ; and. when 
the late ill-digefted, rath, ignorant, amd abor- 
tive management is contrafted with what was 
then effected, I truft thofe noble perfons, with 

whom 
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whom I had the honour to ferve, will not 
fuffer by the comparifon. I truft too, that 
the Earl of Buckinghamfhire and Sir Richard 
Heron will receive, through this publication, 
that fhare of the public regard which their 
hearty defire and earneft endeavours to pro- 
mote the interefts of Ireland and the general 
welfare, fo well entitle them to, 


As | well know that the generous and warm 
hearts of my countrymen, who may perufe 
thefe papers, will incite them to inquire what 
has Ireland done for a man who has done fo 
much for her, when fhe does fo much for thofe 
who never rendered her any fervice, I think 
it fair to fet down an anfwer, which I fhall do 
in the words of St. Paul, that J dave not ought 
fo accufe my nation of, nor either of the admini- 
{trations who had the credit of my fervices. 
Lord Harcourt obtained the office I folicited 
for my brother; and befides the letters to me 
from Sir Richard Heron, which fo repeatedly 
expre{s the Earl of Buckingham’s kind difpo- 
fition towards me, that gentleman made me, 
on the part of his Excellency, an offer of a 
hand{fome penfion, for myfelf or Mrs. Knox, 
upon the Irifh eftablifhment; but as I had 


then 
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then good hope of recovering my American 
property, which produced me an income equal 
to all my defires for myfelf and my family, I 
declined the generous offer, preferring the 
gratification of being able to reflect that I had 
rendered my country more efflential fervice 
than had ever been performed by any of her 
fons, and that I was the only one of them 
that had ever declined her bounty, or refufed 
to be a burthen upon her. Could I, indeed, 
have forefeen what has fince come to pafs, that 
{ fhould not only be deprived of my eftate, 
which remitted me from 1700/. to 2000/, per 
ann. but of all my offices, which yielded me 
2500/, more, and that a penfion, which pays 
44ol, per ann. would be here deemed an ade- 
quate compenfation, not only for them, but 
for all my fervices alfo, I confefs I fhould have 
been lefs ambitious of difplaying my difin- 
tereftednefs in the eyes of my countrymen. 


Since my removal from office I have had no 
opportunity of bringing forward any of the 
remaining parts of my plan refpecting Ireland, 
nor have I had any epiftolary intercourfe with 
the chief governors of that kingdom, except 
upon the fubject of the American corre/pon- 


dence ; 
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dence; for | thought it right to apprife the 
Marquis of Buckingham of what I had pro- 
pofed, in order to give his Excellency an op- 
portunity of laying his claim to the merit of 
obtaining fo confiderable an advantage to the 
trade of Ireland, by an early and ftrenuous 
application for the ftation of the alternate 
packets at leaft, at Milford-Haven, and I ac- 
cordingly tranfmitted to his Excellency a 
complete copy of my paper, with my letter, 
No. XLVI, Feb. 27th, 1788. Had his Excel- 
lency judged it neceflary to take any ftep for 
augmenting the inhabitants, and preventing 
emigration from Ireland, I prefume my ideas 
would have been called for, and in that cafe I 
fhould not have been found unprepared or 
backward to communicate. I had taken the 
liberty to fuggeft a meafure for the like pur- 
pofes to Mr. Pitt, in a paper I fent to Mr. 
Rofe, No. XLIX,which I never heard more of ; 
but as, notwithftanding the difregard fhewn 
to thofe objects by thofe great men, | {till 
conceive them to be deferving fome attention, 
and as the fame meafures will in a good de- 
gree ferve for both kingdoms, and the fame 
reafons will excufe me from making at prefent 
any farther difclofure of my plans to either, 

than 
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than I did in the paper I fent to Mr. Rofe, ] 
fhall beg leave to refer you to the copy of it, 
which I have given in the Appendix; but 
fhould your refpectable fociety think proper 
to take up the confideration of thofe impor- 
tant objects, I fhall be at all times ready to 


furnifh you with every information I am 
poflefied of, 


AS 


AS during the whole of the tranfaétions to which 
the following correfpondence refers, I had the 
bufine[s of the American Department to attend 
to, and which never ftood fill on that account, 
the reader will not expect more than a clear 
and plain communication of my ideas in fuch of 
the letters as were written by me, for, in truth, 
they were all written upon the fpur of the occa- 
fron, and I had not time to revife, much le/s to 


copy any of them. 


I have not afked the permiffion of the writers of 
any of the others for publifbing them, but as 
they muft all derive honour from them, I truft 
they will excufe the liberty I have taken. 
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No. I. 


Paper delivered to Lord Frederick Campbell, when 
appotnied Secretary to Ireland, 1767. 


‘Lue {tate of Ireland in refpeQ@ to defence, 
diftribution of juftice, liberty of the fubject, 
and almoft every branch of internal policy, (re- 
venue only excepted) is the worft of any coun- 
try in Europe ; its calamities are {till aggravated 
by the unwillingnefs of the people to be re- 
lieved from them. The government of that 
kingdom has been for feveral years purely ari- 
{tocratical, notwithftanding the apparent form 
1s the fame as that of Great Britain. For as the 
King’s reprefentative refides but while the Par- 
liament is fitting, he never has it in his power 
to exercife government uncontrouled, and as his 
attention muft then be chiefly engaged in legif- 
lation, he has no opportunity of difplaying his 
executive authority, and. for that reafon he is 
rather contemplated by the people.as a branch 


of 
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of the legiflature than the executor of the laws. 
The vacation of Parliament, which in this king- 
dom is the time for the kingly power to mani- 
feft itfelf and recover its luftre, which is always 
eclipfed by the fitting of Parliament, is in Ire- 
land the feafon for the ariftocratic influence to 
extend itfelf, the adminiftration of government 
being then committed to the leaders in the 
Houfe of Commons. 


This is the fource of all the mal-adminiftra- 
tion in that kingdom. ‘The party leaders will 
always be more attentive to the fupport of their 
own authority, than to the well-being of the 
ftate. Popularity, or the general voice of the 
people, is not very material to them, becaufe the 
members of parliament being chofen for life, 
they are not dependent on the good will of 
the people for their feats. The attention of the 
leaders is, therefore, confined in a great degree 
to the members themfelves and their friends. 
Inftead, then, of equal juftice to all the King’s 
fubjects, the laws are frequently permitted to 
be violated with impunity, by thofe who have 
intereft with members of Parliament. Rights 
of commonage are taken away from the te- 
nants without any compenfation, and all pre- 
fentments of fuch grievances are rejeCted by 


the 
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the grand juries, nor will an Attorney Gene- 
ral move for redrefs. No inquiry after the per- 
petrators of crimes the moft fhocking, if fut 
pected to be perfons of condition; witnefles 
publicly bought off, efcapes managed, or par- 
dons procured, when all other methods of 
evading juftice have been found ineffeQual. 
Neglect of duty and falfe returns in the milita- 
ry officers connived at, and the barracks and 
fortifications fuffered to fall to ruin, notwith- 
{ftanding the frequent grants of Parliament for 
their repair, for fimilar reafons. All public 
works converted into flagrant jobs, and the pri- 
vate gratifications voted by Parliament, diftri- 
buted without even the colour of defert or 
impartiality. Commitments to prifon are nei- 
ther reftrained nor limited by law ; any fubject 
may be confined, and none can demand his trial 
or releafe. People of any intereft have nothing 
to fear from this want of protection in the laws, 
for the reafons before given ; and the wretches 
who fuffer have no means of making their 
srievances known, or of obtaining redrefs. 
Affaults upon the lower people, if committed 
by a gentleman, are never punifhed. No grand 
jury would find a bill againft him, nor is the 
practice of the Crown office there equally in 
favour of the fufferer with what it is here. The 

I receipt 
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receipt of the revenue is the only thing attend- 
ed to, and its produce 1s amply fufficient for 
all the purpofes of Government ; there is, how- 
ever, evident marks of partiality to the better 
fort, and oppreffion of the poorer, in the lay- 
ing of fome of the taxes from whence it comes. 
The hearth-money tax isa flagrant inftance, as 
there is no exception of a fingle hearth to any 
who does not receive alms, and there is no-m- 
create of the rate, let the number of hearths in 
a houfe be what they may. ‘The coach duty 
is alfo an inftance of the partiality of the great 
ones to themfelves above the middling people, 
for no man pays for more than one carriage, 
let him keep as many as he will; and he who 
keeps but one pays the fame for it. 


All thefe evils being reducible to this one, 
the tyranny of the higher orders over the low- 
er, the redrefs of them is, on that account, ex- 
ceedingly difficult, and the chief Governor who 
aims at it muft expe oppofition from thofe 
who have the power to injure him, they being 
the oppreffors; and he can hope. for little 
affiftance from thofe he ferves, who are the 
oppreffed. IT havetaken no notice of the Houfe 
of Lords, becaufe, in effe@, there is none in 
Ireland ; the Privy. Council compofe. the fe- 


cond 





Be Seg 
cond branch of the legiflature in that kingdom. 
The Lords muft be vefted with authority, 
however, before the prefent oppreflive fyitem 


can be diffolved. 


The Crown has now no ufe of its Peers, and 
vithout their aid the Commons will always 
be too ftrong for it: The two points to which 
a chier governor’s whole adminiftration fhould 
tend, ought to be: the exaltation of the Peers, 
and the protection of the lower people. The 
depreffion of the ariftocracy will follow of 
courfe ; but any meafure dire@tly for that pur- 
pofe would bring deftru@iion on a chief Gover- 
nor. The meafures which I fhouid propofe 
would be flow in their operation, and whofe 
tendency would not immediately be perceived. 
Popular bills might be begun in the Lords, 
and {ome of the Irifh Peers, who are able men, 
{ent over for that purpofe. 


The conftant refidence of the Lord Lieute- 
nant would be of all things the moft neceffary ; 
but as the ufe intended to be made of that 
{ftep has been fo publicly declared, it might be 
better to poftpone that for. fome time, at leaft, 
until -fome other things were done. Direions 
fhould be given to the Judges of Affize to in- 

I 2 quire 
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quire after grievances among the lower people; 
and where prefentments were rejected by the 
Grand Juries, to order the Attorney General to 
profecute ex officto, at the expence of the Crown. 
The Judges thould alfo be directed to quath all 
prefentments of roads or bridges, or fuch like 
jobs, which were calculated for the accommo- 
dation of particular gentlemen, and not of pub- 
lic utility. In fine, to encourage the lower peo- 
ple to look up to them for protection againit 
the “fquires, and to teach them fomething of 


independency. 


Limiting the duration of Parliaments would, 
in my humble opinion, be a meafure of great 
importance to thefe ends. ‘There is much to 
be faid for and againit a feptennial bill: but, 
to me, the arguments in favour of prerogative 
feem to promote that bill. It may be worth 
while to inveftigate them a little. A Houfe of 
Commons once chofen, without limited dura- 
tion, it is faid, will have no apprehenfion but 
of difobliging the Crown, becaufe from the 
Crown only will the members have no fear for 
the continuance of their feats. But it is to be 
confidered that the meafures of the Crown are 
not always unpopular, and that when they 
are not the Crown lofes the weight of the 


people 
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people with the members. The purpofes of the 
Crown I fuppofe to be the good of the na- 
tion; and the oppofition, I fear, is an oppofi- 
tion to public good, for the fake of private ad- 
vantages or factious combinations: the bufinefs 


is how to controul fuch oppofitions. 


If a Parliament has an unlimited duration, 
the fear of a faGtion will be that of a fudden 
diffolution by the Crown; and to provide againft 
that they will go all lengths to flatter the pre- 
judices of the people. If the Crown aiffolves 
them, in fuch a cafe they are fure of being re- 
chofen, and the Crown lofes by the exercife of 
its dernier prerogative. If the people be with 
the Crown, and againft their reprefentatives, 
the “Crown can diffolve them, the feptennial 
bill notwithftanding. But the legal expiration 
of their term is a much fafer ground for the 
Crown to get rid of them on, than by a prero- 
gative diffolution. The exertion of that prero- 
gative will ever be unpopular, and may change 
the minds of the people who are favourers of the 
Crown, whereas a difflolution of courfe leaves 
the Crown at liberty to take meafures for the 
annoyance of its opponents, without the charge 
of making the occafion. Befides, the acquaint- 
ance with bufinefs acquired by members from 

long 
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long fitting, the sees to be formed, and the 
cutting off all proje@s for oppofition in future 
eleGtions, make long Parliaments infinitely more 


formidable that ‘laste of limited duration. 


The Crown will always find means of having 


; 2 } 
its fervants chofe . and it is no {mall advan- 


tage to meet, with veteran troops, an undifci- 
y] 
plined army. I once had the honour of being 


a Minifter 2 an American Colony*, and IJ held 


y poft for fix years ; the three firft I had to do 


9 


with the fame Seb [ had anannual one 
for the other three ; and if I wifhed to make 
the Crown abfolute, I would propofe a bill for 
an annual Parliament. Experience is clearly on 


* I was appointed one of his Majefty’s Council and Pro- 
voit Marthal of Georgia by the Earl of Halifax in the year 
1756, to afliit in promoting the fettlement, and forming 
the civil conititution of that infant colony : The newly ap- 
pointed governor, my earlieft and moft intimate friend, Mr. 
Ellis, a gentleman whofe-tranfcendent talents had .then 
raifed him to that high office, and afterwards made him 
the confidential friend of the Earl of Egremont when 
Secretary of State, and ftill renders him the delight and 
improver of all the literate focieties in the different coun- 
tries he vifits; as well as in his own; he ufed to fay of 
himfelf and me, when confulting upon the little affairs of 
that colony, that we were like two fire engines erected to 
raife water for a cabbage garden.— What we did for that 


Colony will be feen ina fieaie publication, 


ny 


Base 

my fide. It was a Houfe of Commons that 
had fat fixteen years that propofed the b bill for 
excluding the King’s brother ; and it is evident 
to all men that the Crown has lefs influence 
in the Irifh Houfe of Commons than in the Bri- 
tifh, The fum is, no Houfe of Commons 
will long a& in oppoanen to the fentiments of 
the people, unlefs they have power to re-chufe 
themfelves; if they have that, the Crown can 
never diffolve them, nor will their legal diffelu- 
tion be of any importance. If they be depen- 
dent on the people for their feats, they will be 
careful not to forfeit the regard of the people, 
becaufe their regard will alte them indepen- 
dent of the Crown. If the Crown has any influ- 
ence in the elections, a diffolution of courfe 1s 
the only way for the Crown to avail itfelf of 
that influence,and a prerogative diffolution will 
deftroy all poffibility of advantage from it. As 
a means therefore of reducing the Irifh Houfe of 
Commons toa Democracy inftead of the Arifto- 
cracy they now form, wouldadvifea feptennial 
bill. Such a bill would greatly ferve to raife 
the lower fort, and to prevent the oppreffions of 
the gentry, and, in every view, would much 
ferve diftributive juftice, and to releafe the ten- 
nants from their abject fervility to their land- 
lords. 


No. 
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apes Paper delivered to Sir Fohn Blaquure tz 1476. 
Bs ‘a UNTIL the a@ of the 12th of Charles 
sf the Second, called the Navigation Act, there 
i . was no reftraint upon the Colonies exporting 
bie their commodities in foreign bottoms, and to 
ae foreign ports; by that act they are prohibited 
| Fateh aye from exporting any of their commodities ex- 
Nea. cept in Englith, Irith or Welfh fhips, three- 
Brags eit fourths of the crew to be Englifh. That act 
ta | ’ did not prevent the importation into Ireland 
here, of any American produds directly from the 
fetta Colonies in Irifh fhips, nor were any commo- 
is nm dities whatever prohibited to be imported into 
pase the Colonies from Ireland. 
ee ! 
co i The 15th of Charles the Second is the firft 
ee " i act which reftrains Ireland from a free commu- 
3 se nication with the Colonies, by enacting, that 
I tite ie all commodities of the growth or manufacture 
a : of Europe fhall be imported into the Colonies 
CNY from England, Wales or Berwick, and in Eng- 
He icty lifh built fhips. Such fhips are, however, allow- 
Bsa 3 ed to take in provifions in Ireland. That the 
a can fhips muft be Englifh, is further declared in 
ait ite | this 
cot 





oe 
this act, by requiring the Mafter to produce to 
the Governor on his arrival in the Colonies a 
certificate that the fhips are Englith built, or 
belonging to England, Wales or Berwick. 


By another claufe in that a¢t, all fifh is pro- 
hibited from being imported into England, ex- 
cept in Pnglifh built thips or veffels, or fhips 
or veficls belonging to England, Wales or 
Berwick. 


The a@ of the 22d and 23d of Charles the 
Second directs, that the word Ireland fhall be 
left out of the bonds to be given for the due 
landing of enumetated commodities, and there- 
fore they can no longer be imported into Ire- 
land from the Colonies. All fuch commodities, 
and every other except hats and woollen manu- 
factures, may be imported into any of our Co- 
lonies from any other of them, and in fhips be- 
longing to any of the Colonies, and the pro- 
du&s and manufactures of every Colony, ex- 
cept hats and woollens, may be exported from 
any Colony to another in Colony fhips. 


By the roth and 11th of King William, for 
the encouragement of fifhing on the banks 


of 








ip 138] 
of Newfoundland, all his Majefty’s fubje@s 
are authorized to fifh on the banks of New- 
foundland, as heretofore; even if thefe words 
fhould be allowed to include the Irith, they 
cannot avail themfelves of it, for the ifland of 
Newfoundland is an Englifh plantation, and 
no fhip belonging to Ireland can enter any of 
its harbours; neither can any fifhing tackle or 
materials for the fifhery be carried from Ireland; 
nor can provifions be carried there in {hips 
belonging to Ireland, and therefore it is impof- 
fible for the Irifh to carry on any fifhery at 
Newfoundland. ‘The fame may be faid re- 
{fpecting the Whale and Oil fifhery, in the 
eulph and river St. Lawrence, and coaft of 
Labradore, while every Colony is intitled to 
a full participation in both with the people of 
England, and their fhips allowed to be Englifh, 


No, HI. 


Jo Sr JOHN BLAQUIERE. 
Whitehall, 12 March, 1776. 


(Copy) 
MY earneft wifhes for the profperity of Ire- 


land, and in that for the honour of its prefent 
adminiftration, incite me to fend you the in- 


clofed 
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clofed copy of a letter from a gentleman much 
conneéted with the New England fouthern 
whale fifhery, but a true friend to this country, 
and to acquaint you, that the principal proprie- 
tors of the veffels fitted out from Rhode Ifland 
and Nantucket laft year for that fifhery, were 
lately here, and I had much converfation with 
them. I endeavoured to direct their attention 
to Ireland for the feat of their fifhery, now that 
they can no longer carry it on from North Ame- 
rica; and enumerated the many adyantages 
they would have in fitting out from thence, 
which they appeared fenfible of, but oppofed to 
them the want of men of fufficient capital to 
make the neceffary advances, and the probabi- 
lity of a bounty being given by Parliament here 
upon the importation of bone, 'Thefe objec- 
tions, Sir John, point out the difficulties which 
Jreland labours under in the eftablifhment of a 
fifhery, and yet I think they are to be removed 
by the exertions of an able adminiftration. One 
great object of the plan I formerly opened to 
you was the attracting the unemployed money of 
Europe into Ireland. My prefent fituation, and 
the circumftances of American affairs, will not 
admit of my making Ireland a vifit for the pur- 
pofe of putting matters in train for bringing my 


| pro- 
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propofitions before Parliament; waving that 


bufinefs ther: fore for the prefent, l witl mention 


to you what occurs to me as the beft means of 
promoting the Irifh fifhery, and inducing the 
New Englanders to make Ireland the feat of 
their whale fifhery. A bounty, fimilar to our 
Greenland bounty, upon all fhips fitted out 
from Jreland for the whale fifhery ; a premium 
upon the erecting of boiling houfes for the 
blubber ; an application to miniftry here to 
allow the importation of oil from Ireland duty 
free, a bounty in Ireland on the exportation of 
oil from thence. The grant of a bounty, fimi- 
lar to the Greenland bounty, on whale-bone 
imported into Jreland by fhips fitted out from 
thence ; the permiffion to import whale-bone 
from Ireland into England duty free.-—The 
frifh Parliament taking the ftart in this bu- 
finefs, of whatever may be defigned here, will 
turn the attention of the New Englanders to 
that country, and the manifeft profit to be 
made by this fifhery will induce the monied 
agents here to fupply them. We can have no 
hopes of obtaining bounties here on {hips fitted 
out from Ireland, but if you give the fame 
bounties, and the importation from [reland into 
England is free, it will operate very nearly as 


much 
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much in favour of Ireland as‘if the bounties 
were given here. I think when you are doing 
this it would be a good time to give a bounty 
(fimilar to that given here by the AG of laft 
feffion) to the firft twenty fhips fitting out from 
Ireland for the Newfoundland fifhery. No op- 
portunity can ever be more favourable than 
the prefent for pufhing any meature for in- 
creafing the navigation of Ireland. Indeed I do 
not think it would be difficult to obtain an act, 
declaring Irifh fhips to be Englith to all legal 
intents. You will pardon me for ftating thefe 
matters to you, for | am fure you are anxious 
to mark Lord Harcourt’s adminiftration by 
public fervices ; and the readinefs you have 
(hewn to receive any communications from me 
with that view, leaves me no doubt of your 
giving this the attention it may deferve. 


No. IV. 
Dublin Caftle, 14 May, 1776. 
My dear Sir, 
IT muft be fome fatisfaction to you to fee how 


little your ideas are unattended to, how likely they 


are 
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are to profper for the good of this country. My 
unufually hurried time has put it out of my 
power to enter upon this correfpondence in the 
way I could have wifhed, and that it deferved . 
but the caufe has not fuffered, my friend Sir 
Lucius, who profeffes a million of obligations 
for my having configned him to your acquain- 
tance, has followed it up with his wonted di- 
ligence. I feel a remorfe of confcience when 
I fay, that I have been engaged in any bufinefs 
which could fuperfede this; affure yourfelf it 
has not been in pleafure. 


Iam with unfeigned efteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obliged and faithful 


humble fervant, 
J BLAQUIERE. 


This letter tranfmitted the copy of a bill for 
the improvement of the fitheries of Ireland, 
giving bounties tothe Newfoundland fhips. 


No. V. 


( Copy.) 
From Sir JouNBuaQuiEre fo LordHaRcourt. 
Greenwich, 20 OF. 1776. 


My Lord, 
MR. William Knox, the Deputy Secretary 


of State, was with me yefterday to acquaint me 
with the death of Mr. Ellis, Agent in London 
for the Irifh Linen Board, and to requeit my 
beft offices with your Excellency to obtain this 
employment for his brother ; I owed at leaft 
this much to Mr. William Knox, the kingdom of 
Ireland owe him a great deal more; nor is your 
Excellency entirely free from being indebted to him 
for a very warm and fuccefsful exertion of very 
fupertor abilities in the caufe of the feveral bounties 
granted to Ireland under your Excellency’ s admi- 
niftration, the fifhertes in particular ; and tn the late 
extenfion of the bountres to the fouthward, he has 
not, he cannot have a competitor in your favour. 
I fancy your Excellency will find that Mr. 
Knox is a perfon of eminent charaCter, unquel- 
tionably very fit for the office, and with the ad- 
vantage of recurring, upon important occa- 

fions, 
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fions, for the affiftance which his brother, from 
ability, inclination, the moft extenfive know- 
ledge of the commercial interefts of Ireland, 
and the fituation he is happily placed in, can 
give: I have not a doubt but the moft bene- 
ficial confequences migh accrue to Ireland, fup- 
pofing your Excellency has not engaged your- 
felf for the appointment, and on any other 
grounds than thofe [ would not have mention- 
ed this matter, although Mr. William Knox is 


a perfon for whom I havea high regard. 
I am, 
With fincere refpe&t and attachment, 
Your Excellency’s devoted 
And obliged fervant, 
JOHN BLAQUIERE. 


No. VI. 
Confiderations on the State of IRELAND. 
cw R ODUCT I ON. 


I'T is the common misfortune of all depen- 
dencies of great empires, that fuch of their 
citizens as are able to make their way to the 

metro- 


Eh 7 

metropolis, feldom return to their native pro- 
vince, or bring the knowledge or influence they 
have acquired to its fervice. No country feels 
this misfortune more fenfibly than Ireland ; for 
notwithitanding it is no more than a member of 
the Britifh empire, its conftitution partakes fo 
much of a feparate ftate, that almoft the whole 
of its polity is left to the arrangement of its own 
domeitic government ; and befides the aptnefs 
of men, removed to a diftance from the feat of 
empire, to be fwayed by early prejudices or 
local attachments, their beft calculated projets 
for promoting the particular interefts of their 
country muft ever run the hazard of being de- 
feated, by clafhing with the particular intereft 
of fome other member, or interfering with the 
general and combined interefts of the whole. 


To the want of a knowledge of the general 
and combined intereft of the empire, in thofe 
who have had the dire€tion of the affairs in 
Ireland fince the Revolution, may in a great 
meafure be afcribed the flow progrefs Ireland 
has made in population, cultivation, commerce 
and wealth, compared with other parts of the 
Britifh dominions. 
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It is not my prefent purpofe to port out 
inftances in proof of this affertion, but there 
is oné {6 firiking and obvious, that I cannot 


help mentioning it. 


In the 19th year of the reign of James the Firft 
the whole number of white inhabitants in what 
was then called Virginia, which comprehended 
the greateft: part of the Britifh territories in 
North America, amounted to no more than 
4000; at which time Ireland contained at leaft 
a million;: yet, with fuch a prodigious {tart, 
we have:feen Ireland, in little more than a cen- 
tury, overtaken by America, and in fome par- 
ticulars furpaffed ; for it is beyond controverfy, 
that until her late imprudence in excitmg the 
jealoufy, and provoking the refentment of 
Great Britain, Britifh America was nearly as 
populous as Ireland; her people were better fed, 
better clothed, better lodged, and more happy; 
fhe had more fhipping, more trade, and more 
credit; and during the whole time laboured 
under mote reftraints from Englifh laws than 
Ireland did, with a foil much lefs fertile, and 
a climate neither fo temperate or falutary. 


L 147 -] 

The author of the following fheets is a native 
of Ireland; and, although he has been many 
years engaged in the public fervice in other 
parts of the Britifh dominions, he has not forgot 
what he owes to the country from whence he 
derived his birth, and where he received thofe 
principles that have fupported him at all times, 
and carried him through a variety of fituations, 
without reproach; and he thinks he cannot 
better difcharge his duty to his parent country, 
and to the empire at large, than by bringing to. 
the public ftock of Ireland whatever knowledge 
the many means of information he has had 
may have enabled him to acquire. 


His firft obje@ is to endeavour to lead his 
countrymen to reflect upon their own condition 
as a people, to inveftigate the conftitution of 
their government and the nature of their con- 
nexion with England; and in doing this he 
intreats them to diveft themfelves as much as 
potlible of their early prejudices; to inquire 
before they form their opinion, and not to take 
that upon truft from others, the truth of which 
they ought to have examined themfelves. 


What is now laid before them will, he hopes, 
call up their attention, and turn their thoughts 
K 2 into 
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into. a right channel. He intends to wait its 
effets, before he proceeds to offer any propo- 
fitions refpeCting either the external connexions 
or internal polity of Ireland; but he pledges 
himfelf to his countrymen to bring forward, 


in due time, fome of importance in each 
clafs. 


CONST DER ATI ORs 


THE end and purpofe of all government 
being the advantage, fafety, and happinefs of 
the community, the general difcontent of the 
people is at all times an argument of a defective 
conftitution, or of mifcondu@ in thofe to whom 
the adminiftration is committed : when the lat- 
ter is the cafe, a change of minifters will pro- 
bably prove a remedy; but if the mifchief lies 
deeper, and has its fource in the conftitution 
itfelf, a change of minifters will only ferve to 
increafe the public ill humour, and by exciting 
hopes which cannot be gratified, add the re- 
fentment of difappointment to the anguith of 
former grievances. It feems therefore highly 
proper to inquire into the nature of our public 
evils, and to trace them to their fountain, before 
any method of redrefling them is propounded ; 


for, 


[ 149 ] 


for, until we have a fair view of the difeafe, 
we fhall not be able to judge of the probable 
effects of the regimen that may be offered for 
our relief. 


Without going back farther than our me- 
mory will ferve us, we fhall find fuch diverfity 
in the characters of our feveral chief governors, 
and variety in the meafures of their adminiftra- 
tions, as ftrongly to incline us to fuppofe that 
they would not a// have failed as they did in 
giving content to the people, were it in the 
power of avy chief governor to give it. We 
execrate the fubtle Lord Carteret for aiming to 
deprive us of the advantages of biennial fet- 
fionsof Parliament; and we are not better 
pleafed with the undefigning Lord Towntfhend, 
whe has fecured and improved that privilege 
by an oGennial eleGiion ; we accufe Lord Chef- 
terfield of fapping the foundation of the Irifh 
intereft in Parliament ; and we cenfure Lord 
Harrington for putting himfelf into the hands 
of the Ariflocracy, and confenting to their vio- 
lent and arbitrary attempts upon the freedom of 
our eleQions. The Duke of Dorfet is never 
to be forgiven for opening a new channel of cir- 
culation for the King’s favours, and it feems to 
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| 156 
be the great grievance of the prefent hour”, that 
the hands through which they then pafled are 
no longer employed in diftributing them. The 
Duke of Devonthire is blamed for effeCting an 
union of the contending parties; and that he 
soverned by a faétion, is one of the crimes of 
the Duke of Bedford ; and whilft the unaccom- 
modating pride of the latter nobleman is recol- 
leted with difguft, the facility and politenefs of 
Lord Halifax is branded with the epithets of 
falfhood and infincerity. In fhort, fplendour 
and magnificence is ufelefs profufion in Lord 
Northumberland, and an attention to domettic 
ceconomy miferable parfimony in Lord Hert- 
ford. A large redundance of public treafure 
had well nigh undone the kingdom in 1753, 
and an increafe of its domeftic expences have 
brought it to the verge of bankruptcy in 1772. 
It is needlefs for me to multiply inftances of 
our difcontent, or to expofe the contrariety of 
the caufes we affign for them, efpecially as it 
is not my purpofe either to vindicate the cha- 
racters or conduct of our Viceroys, or to revive 
the public clamour againft them; all I mean to 
fhew is, that the people have been uneafy under 


* This paper was written in the year 1772. 
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hat, judging of the fu- 
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all adminiftrations, and t 
ture by the paft, there is no licelihood of their 
being content with any chief Governor, until 
the conftitution of Ireland receives fome im- 
This is a point of which I wifh 
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provement, 
my countrymen to be fully convinced ; for fo 


long as they entertain a hope of feeing an admi- 
niftration to their mind, they will be apt to 
join in the cry raifed by the factious againit 
every chief Governor, vainly flattering them- 
felves, by his removal, to make way for their 
favourite ; and thus, inftead of bending their 
force to remove the caufe, they will continue to 
be, as they have been, the dupes of defigning 
and artful leaders, exclaiming againit its nece(- 
fary effects, without any public principle for 
the bafis of their opinion, or any conftitutional 
rule for the direGtion of their conduct. Let me 
then entreat my countrymen to confider this 
matter with ferious attention, and then fairly 
fay what are the public acts they wifh to fee 
take effect, and what are the meafures they wifh 
to fee purfued by a chief Governor, and I will 
appeal to their candour for confeffing that nei- 
ther thofe ats nor thofe meafures are to be ex- 
pected from any chief Governor fo long as you 


confider yourfelves, and are confidered by Eng- 
land, 
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land, asa feparate kingdom and having feparate 
interefts ; can you hope to be deemed a depen- 
dence of the Englifh crown only for the purpofe 
of being protected by the Englith fleets and ar- 
mies, and enjoying the advantages of the trea- 
ties and alliances procured by England, and be 
confidered by her as an independent people in 
all other refpeéts ? Such notions are too abfurd 
to be entertained by fo fenfible a people, and 
therefore I flatter myfelf you will give me your 
candid and {erious attention, whilftI endeavour 
to trace the caufes of your uneafinefs, and point 
out the means of their removal. 


To have the clearer view of this very im- 
portant fubjeQ, it will be neceflary to go back 
to the origin of the conneé€tion between Eng- 
land and Ireland, and to inquire into the mo- 
tives which induced it, and the principles upon 
which it was founded. 


From the imperfect accounts we have of the 
{tate of Ireland antecedent to the arrival of 
Henry the Second, compared with what we 
know to have been the ftate of England at the 
{fame period, it is eafy to prove that the intro- 
duction of the laws and cuftoms of England 


into 


eck ey 
into Ireland by that monarch was a confidera- 
ble boon to the people of Ireland. The tenure 
by which the inhabitants hold their lands 1s in 
all countries a fair teft of the freedom or defpo- 
tifm of the government, for where-ever the 
people have a right to be confulted upon adts of 
{tate, they never fail to ufe that right to fecure 
to themfelves a fixed property in their lands, 
which, next to the liberty of their perfons, is 
deemed the moft important confideration; and 
indeed there is good reafon it fhould be fo con- 
fidered, for perfonal freedom in a country 
where there is no certain property, is no other- 
ways beneficial than as it enables the inhabi- 
tants to remove out of it, and feek their for- 


tunes under a better conftitution of govern- 
ment. 


Nothing could be more wretched than the 
ancient condition of the people of Ireland ap- 
pears to have been in refpect to property in 
their lands ; poffeflion was the only rule of 
rizht among the inhabitants; and as by the 
cuftom of taneftry, the captain, or head of each 
fept, was elective, it is eafy to fuppofe, that 
upon the fucceflion of every new captain, room 
was to be made for the accommodation of his 
friends, by the removal of thofe his predeceffor 
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or opponent ; and as the fame cuftom prevailed 
in the fucceffion of their princes or kings, the 
continual wars, rapines, murders, and defola- 
tion which we are told of, appear to be no more 
than the neceffary effects of the barbarifm of 
the conftitution ; what a bleffing then was the 
introdu@tion of feudal tenures to this people! 
and therefore it is not furprifing that the great 
men of the ifland fo univerfally and immediate- 
ly embraced the offers of Henry, and, relin- 
quifhing their former titles, confented to hold 
their principalities and domains of him as their 
feudal Lord; for by fo doing they acquired for 
their children a right of inheritance, and conti- 
nued their own poffeffions in their families; nor 
were their tenants lefs benefited by the change, 
as they were of courfe to hold their farms of 
their lords upon the like conditions; and of this 
they were made more fecure, as well as in their 
perfonal eftates and liberties, by the abolition 
of the Brehon law, and the introduétion of the 
laws and cuftoms of England in its room. Few 
of the laws of England, more than thofe of fre- 
land, were at this time written; but as in Eng- 
land all criminal, and the greateft part of civil, 
caufes were tried by juries of the vicinity, a per- 
petual memory of what was law was kept up 

among 
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among the people, and the rule which govern- 
ed in a former cafe became a direction in all 
fucceeding ones ; and as all decrees and fen- 
tences were recorded in the county or manor 
rolls, a fixed and regular fyftem of jurifpru- 
dence in courfe of time took effe@& in each 
county and manor ; in fome inftances, indeed, 
different from that which prevailed in others, 
but in nothing of great importance, as the fu- 
perior courts which attended the king, and the 
itinerant judges had the controul over all the 
inferior courts, and we may fuppofe took care 
to eftablith, as near as could be, an unifor- 
mity of proceeding among them. ‘The Brehon 
law was on the contrary the moft defpotic and 
arbitrary that can be imagined; every captain 
or chief of a fept appointed a brehon or judge 
to decide all caufes, criminal and civil, among 
the people of his tribe. Caufes between the peo- 
ple and the chief were feldom brought, or if 
they were, it 1s not dificult to guefs in whofe 
favour they were decided; but the lord was not 
content to benefit by the dicifions of the bre- 
hon in his own caufes only, he was equally 
careful that fome profit fhould accrue to him 
out of the fuits of his tenants. Hence all rapes, 
felonies, murders, and oth¢r crimes, were made 

commutable 
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commutable for money, and punifhed only by 
fines to the lord, and fome compentfation to the 
party injured. As the brehon held his office at 
the good pleafure of the captain, and as every 
fucceeding captain appointed his own brehon, 
there is no room to doubt that the interefts of 
the party in poffeflion were feaned to by the 
brehon, and indeed that his decifions were 
made the means of recompenting the fervices of 
the friends of the prefent chief at the expenfe 
of thofe of his predeceffors. Hafty and unjuft, 
therefore, are the cenfures of thofe zealous 
champions of what they think the privileges 
of Ireland, upon the want of fenfe and fpirit 
in the natives to defend their own laws and 
pofiefiions, and in meanly fubmitting both to 
the willof Henry, confenting to hold their 
lands of the crown of England, and to be go- 
verned by the Englith laws ; for in fa& they 
acted in this refpet with more wifdom than we 
find any other peoplé ever did in the like cir- 
cumftances. They changed a mode of govern- 
ment andlaws replete with tyranny and oppref- 
fion, and productive of every enormity, for a 
conftitution framed upon principles of equal 
right, and for laws which gave them fecurity in 
their perfons, and property in their poffeffions ; 

but 
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but this was not all, for inftead of fubmitting, 
as itis weakly and falfely alledged, to the con- 
dition of a people conquered by an invader, 
they ftipulated for a common right with their 
invaders, not only to all the privileges they 
fhould enjoy in Ireland, but to acommunity of 
rights and privileges with them in their own 
country, England. Where, let me aik thefe tra- 
ducers of our anceftors, fhall we find in modern 
hiftory a conquered people admitted to a com- 
munity of rights and privileges with their con- 
querors? or, which of the many nations over- 
come by the Romans ftipulated with that proud 
people, in the zenith of their power, for all the 
privileges of Roman citizens? Yet this the peo- 
ple of Ireland did, with that great and mighty 
monarch Henry the Second of England ; they 
became incorporated with the Englifh, and 
were made one people with them, by an union, 
the moft entire and perfect that can be con- 
ceived. Their king was the fame, they held 
their lands by the fame tenure, their laws were 
not fimilar, but the fame; their legiflator was 
the fame, their religion was the fame; how 
happy would it have been for the people of 
both iflands, but efpecially for thofe of Ireland, 
had this union proved as lafting as it was com- 
plete! What horrid fcenes of wretchednefs and 
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artis mifery would it have prevented! Rebellions! 
it Wis maflacres, and devaftations, would not have 
| ar me y then filled every page of our {hocking hittory, 
Sie | nor would the poverty of the bulk of our 
| fate: pie people have been, as it now is, our reproach 
| Ay taet | among civilized nations; but on the contrary, 
Vea participating with our brethren in England in 
: ie hee i every benefit of commerce, profiting by their 
Bivins wealth and {kill in manufactures for the per- 
) fiw” fecting our own, deriving equal advantages 
ah “oa with them from the increafe of the colonies, 
at igh and beneficial treaties with foreign ftates ; 
i hen peace and plenty muft have taken place of 
L Bie t poverty and defolation, and the happinefs and 
L beer ag profperity of Ireland would have been the envy 
she et of all nations. But providence, which fre- 
Me Te quently ufes the wickednefs of one man as 
bee abe the inflrument to punifh the crimes of others, 
* ‘< by permitting that monfter of bigotry and de- 
tk ini ta ceit, Louis the Viith of France, to call Henry 
Be irae into Normandy before he had feen his new 
aie ee ih conititution take effect, left the miferable na- 
a | ai tives 'to fuffer by their new rulers, and each 
i hi other, for their former enormities. 
iil 
“y tt When a new mode of government and new 
ah <i d laws were to ke introduced, it was highly re- 
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quifite to appornt magiftrates, well filled in 
both, to adminifter them to the people; but 
this Henry had not time to do, and therefore it 
fell of courfe to the brehons to pronounce 
judgment by laws which they were wholly 
unacquainted with, and to eftablifh cuftoms 
which they had never heard of. No provifion 
feems to have been made for the tanift, or 
eleGted fucceffor to the chief of each fept, and 
as each captain or head was now become a ba- 
ron, and his barony defcendable to his fon, the 
tanift was barred of his fucceflion, and without 
any compenfation. It is unneceflary to look 
for other fources of mifchief ; thefe two were 
more than fufficient to deprive the people of 
Ireland of all the advantages the new contfti- 
tution held out to them, and even to render it 
more odious in their eyes than their own ; for 
as the tanift would naturally claim the fuccef- 
fion by the old law, and the heir of his prede- 
ceflor would endeavour to retain it under the 
fanGion of the new tenure, and Henry the 
lord of the fief being abfent, a civil war in every 
fcept was the necefiary confequence of the 
death of the Chief. The tyranny and oppref- 
fion of the Chief, which the people hoped to 
have feen reftrained by the Englith laws, were, 

on 
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on the contrary, increafed under pretence of 
them; for it was eafy for him to direct his bre- 
hon to give a colour to the moft iniquitous de- 
cifion, by declaring it to be according to the 
Englifh laws; and it was in his own power to 
{eize upon the poffeffions of any of his fept un- 
der pretence of their being forfeited to him by 
thefe unknown laws. Indeed when John be- 
came Lord of Ireland, we find him endeavour- 
ing to remedy thefe evils by renewing the char- 
ter of Henry, and carrying over from England 
a number of learned judges, and appointing 
them to difpenfe the Englith laws to the peo- 
ple ; his own troubles, however, foon took off 
his attention to the affairs of Ireland ; and it 
was the misfortune of this country, that thofe 
to whom its government was committed, in 
thefe early times, inftead of labouring to draw 
the band of union ftill clofer between England 
and Ireland, took every poffible meafure for fe- 
parating the native Irifh from the Englifh, and 
their defcendants who were fettled here. It 
was their villainous policy to excite quarrels 
among the Irifh Chiefs, and then declare them 
rebels, and to feize upon their countries as for- 
feited by their treafon ; and finding the Bre- 
hon laws more convenient to their purpofes of 
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tyranny and oppreffion, they denied theif 


wretchedtenants the benefit of the laws of En 


g 
land, and forced them to refort to their bicko, n. 
In public and notorious violation of the great 
charter of Henry, confirmed by John, they 
det upa need as a boundary between the poflef 
fions of the Enelith and Irifh inhabitants, and 
confined ah j Raton of the Englifh laws 
within the limits of that pale ; nay, what was 
{till more unjuft, they denied the benefit of 
thofe laws to fuch of the defcendants of the 


native Irith as dwelt within the pale. Itis witl 


~ 


pain I relate thefe iniquities of my country- 
men; for it was our anceftors who practifed 
them on each other. The defcendants of the 
Laceys, the Fiteeeralds the Cavanaghs, the 
Courcys, and many more who may find them- 
felves pyeitres recitalof theinjuftice done 
to thofe they take to have been their anceftors 
by thofe they call ¥ nglifh, ought to change 
the fubject of their com pant and lament that 
their anceftors were capable of fuch cruelty 
and injuftice to their countrymen ; neither the 
government or people of Eneliad were inftru- 
mental in this wrong, any farther than by 
neglecting to take proper meafures for prevent- 
ing it; and the unfettled ftate of thofe times, 
I, the 
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the continual difputes about the fucceflion, and 
the wars on account of the territories in France, 
furnith excufes for that negle@t. Equally ma- 
licious and abfurd are the endeavours of thofe 
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who by an exaggerated account of thefe tranf- 
aGtions labour to excite in the prefent inhabi- 
tants of Ireland refentment and ill will againft 
their fellow fubjeéts in England, as if it were 
the anceftors of the prefent Englifh who in- 
flicted thefe hardfhips upon the anceftors of the 
prefent Irifh, No, my countymen, let us not 
be deceived by fuch incendiaries; they were 
equally our own anceftors who perpetrated the 
cruelties with thofe who fuffered them. Even 
fuch, whofe names denote them to be of the 
ative ftock which firft peopled this ifland, 
ought to be calitions how they indulge their 
feelings againft the cruel invaders, for their 
names are no fecurity that theiranceftors were 
mot among the oppreflors, as it became a prac- 
tice with many of the defcendants of the Eng- 
lifh, as Spenfer informs us, to change their 
names, or alter them to Irifh, in order to give 

a better colour to their refufing the benefits of 
the Enelifh laws to their tenants, and obliging 
them to (be: to thofe called the Brehon ; 
neither have we better grounds to look upon 
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all thofe whofe names are not of Irifh origin, as 
defcendants of the invaders, for we find an act 
of the Irifh Parliament, held at Trim by the 
Earl of Defmond in the year 1465, the sth of 
Edward the [Vth, requiring “ every Irifhman 


“ 


that dwelt in the counties of Meath, Unil, 
“ and Kildare, to take to him an Enelith fur- 
“name of one town, as Sutton, Cheiter, 
“ Trim, Skryne, Cork, Kinfale ; or. colour, as 
“ White, Black, Brown; or art or {cience, as 
Smith or Carpenter; or office, as Cook, 


3 
“ Butler.” 


And here it is proper I fhould take notice, 
that the chief of the hardfhips inflicted on the 
native Irifh, and thofe which we are the moft 
fhocked at, were the neceflary confequences of 
the revival of the brehon law; 
all crimes, as I havebefore obferved, were com- 
mutable for money ; and therefore, when we 
finda price fet upon the head of a native Irifh- 
man, and his murderer was acquitted upon the 
payment of that fum, we ought not to confider 
it as a fingle act of tyranny or cruelty, but im- 
pute it to its fource, the refufal of the benefit of 
the Englifh laws, and the revival of that of the 
brehon: and it is fomewhat extraordinary that 
the violent partizans of what they call the liber- 
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ties of Ireland, whodeclaim {o loudly upon thefe 
barbarous doings, in the fame breath. impeach 
the authority of the Englith laws in Ireland, 
which alone made them criminal, and thereby 
render thefe very proceedings legal, if notyufti- 
fable. Thatthe government in England was far 
from countenancing thefe proceedings of the 
adminiftration in Ireland is evident from the 
act or letters patent of the 1 th of Edward. the 
Firft, dated at Nottingham in the year 1288, 
two and twenty years before the date of the firit 
aét paffed by an Irith Parliament, as printed in 
the collection of the Irith ftatutes. The pream- 
ble to this act declares it to be, for the amena- 
ment of the government of our realm of Ireland, 
and for the peace and tranquillity of aur people of 
the fame land; and, indeed, the enacting claufes 
very well correfpond with the intention ex- 
prefied in the preamble, for they prohibit the 
juftice and all other officers of the crown from 
purchafing lands within their refpective baih- 
wicks without {pecial licenfe from the King, 
It commands that they fhould not take victuals, 
or any other thing, of perions againft their 
will; that they fhould not arreft {hips or zoods 
of ftrangers or fubje€ts; but, that trade foould 
be free and unrefirained between England, Wales, 
and Ireland. -And to correét'this abufe of par- 

‘doning 





res. 
doning or commuting for murder, the King re- 
ferved to himfelf the power of pardoning in all 
fuchcafes, and reftrains his juftice or chancellor 


from exercifing that prerogative in future. 


I am not writing the hiftory of Ireland, al- 
though it is highly fit it fhould be done by fome 
one *; for there is no civilized people upon 
earth who know fo little of their own hiftory or 
affairs as we of Ireland do of ours; but [ con- 
ceive it to be of good fervice to the public to 
remove the prejudices which ignorance of the 
truth has laid us open to, and which prevail 
among us even to this day, in a degree ex- 
tremely injurious to the welfare of our country, 
and highly difgraceful to us as an enlightened 
people ; for not content with the fingle abfur- 
dity of fwppofing that no intermixure has hap- 
pened among the inhabitants of fo {mall an 
ifland in fix centuries, a new mark of diftinc- 
tion has been borrowed from religion to fupply 
that of defcent, which might otherwife have 
been worn out in fo many ages; and although 
the reformation did not take place in England 


* This was written before Dr. Leland’s Hiltory was 
publifhed. I am forry its publication has not given me 


occafion to alter what I had written. 
for 








for 350 years after Henry’s invafion of Ireland, 


35 
Tt : Cc Tar L- ale». 
yet the Proteftants of Ireland are weak enough 
=~ ; - : C ¢hA- we ‘ 
to ftigmatize the whole bady of the Roman 


Catholics as defcendants of the ancient Irifh, 
and as fuch are unwilling to allow them a 
community of rights and privileges with them- 
Selves; but that the ancient inhabitants of this 
ifland were equally entitled to all the laws, 
rights, and privileges of Englifhmen with the 
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Englith adventurers, has been, I perfuade my- 
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felf, fufhiciently proved; and although the 
charters of Henry the Second, and of his fon 
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ranting thofe laws, rights, and privi- 
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leges to the people of Ireland, had not the ex- 
prefs confent or concurrence of the Englith 
Barons or Parliament, yet Iam bold to affirm 
that fuch confent or concurrence was not ne- 
cellary, and the Englifh ftatutes themfelves 
aftord abundant proofs that the Parliament of 


England acquiefced in thefe acts of their kings, 


and confidered the people of Ireland for 300 
years. aiterwards as Englifhmen, and entitled 
to a community with themfelves in all their 
laws, rights and privileges, 


It is difficult to avoid carrying with us our 
ideas of things as thy appear at prefent into the 


dif- 





difcufion of the practice that prevailed in an- 
cient times; and as we now fee Parliament the 
fource of legiflation, and vetted with high, 
perhaps boundlefs, 3 urifdiction, we are apt to 
conceive that fuch has always been the ca 
in fome degree at leaft. Laws too are now ge- 
nerally made to reftrain the people, and give 


] “Es AM pe ae 1) 
he Crown; and Par- 


power to the officers of t 
liament, inftead of petitioning t he King for pri- 
vileges, 18 continually authorifing theCrown to 
abridge the people's liberties in fome inftance 
or other; but the truth 1s, the King and the 
Parliament have changed places in latter umes, 
and the fundamental! maxims of Government 
are entirely reverfed. The doctrine in former 
ages was, that all power was inthe King; the 
doétrine now is, that all power is derived from 
the people. Every liegeman was then in the 
power of the Prince, and fubject to his will, 
except where he could fhew a grant or charter 
of the Crown in his behalf. “-Now the King has 

no power over any man unlefs there be fome 


law to give ittohim. Inftead of being affembled 


* 
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to fienify their acceptance of the grace of th 
Crown in the grant of ac -harter or law, Parlia- 
ment now meets of right, propounas s and enacts 
laws, and prefents them to the Crown for af- 
fent ; 





fent ; and woe be tothe advifers of the Prince 
if that affent be with-held. 


The expreflions ¢egi/lative juri/diction of Par- 
lament, which. are seep to the prefent 
{tate of things, have no meaning when applied 
toformer times. Parliament was then nothing 
more than an aflembly of fuch of thofe who 


hi 


thougat fit to cail together by his writ, in order 


‘Id lands in Capite of the Crown, as the King 


to accept, on the part of the whole people, fuch 
laws or charters as the King might be pleafed 
to grant, and in return, to fignify the people’s 
confent to the King’s levying, for his own ufe, 
a certain fum:of money; how then was Henry 
obliged to have the confent of the Englith Par- 
lament to his granting to the people of Ires 
land all the laws which himfelf or his prede- 
ceflors had granted to the people of England? 
Neither could he be reftrained by any law or 
rule then in being, from calling, by his writ, 
certain of his Irith tenants in capite to the 
afiembly of his tenants, or Parliament, in Eng- 
land, and receivi ing their acceptance of his laws 
in common with his Englifh tenants, and their 
confent to the fame fubfidies alfo; but whether 
the King thought fit to call any of his Irifh te- 

nants 
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nants to thefe aflemblies or not, the people of 
Ireland were equally entitled with the people 
of England tothe benefit of the laws accepted 
by fuch aflembliés; or as the modern moft im- 
proper phrafe 1s, were equally dound by them; 
for the King was in no cafe obliged to fummon 
all his tenants to fuch aflemblies ; and as the 
{tates and people of Ireland had adopted the 
laws and government of England, they were 
thenceforward included in all the tranfa@tions 
of thofe aflemblies; for it was the law of Eng- 
land that thofe affemblies fhould con/ent for the 
whole people, and we find the fact correfponds 
with this doctrine; for it appears manifeft 
from the Englifh ftatutes (which are always the 
beft and fureft guides to the national opinions) 
down to the 1ft of Henry the Fifth, the year 
1413, that thisifland was deemed a part of 
England, and its inhabitants in all refpects 
Englifhmen, 


In all theacts for regulating trade, England, 
Ireland, and Wales are coupled together, and 
the liberties and prohibitions extended to all 
alike. By the ftatute of the 11th of Edward 
the IIId. neither man or woman in England, 
lreland, or Wales, were to wear cloth, but of 
the manufacture of England, Ireland or Wales, 

and. 
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a tee 
and of fuch parts of Scotland as were then in 
the King’s power ; no foreign cloths might be 
brought into any of thofe countries; none 
under a certain degree might wear furs; all 
foreign clothworkers might come into any of 
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thofe lands with fafety, and have franchifes 
granted them. Bythe 8th of Edward the Illd. 
wines of Gafcoigny imported into England, 
Ireland, or Wales, are directed to be guaged. 
All peopleof England, {reland, and Wales, that 
are not artificers, may pafs into Gafcoigny in 
virtue of the 43d of Edward the IId. and pur- 
chafe wines, provided they import them into 
England, Ireland, or Wales. The ftaple of 
wool, leather, fells, and lead, by the 27th of 
Edward the IlId. is appointed for England at 
Newcaftle and nine other towns; at Carmar- 
then for Wales; and at Dublin, Waterford, 
Cork, and Drogheda, for Ireland; and all the 
wool, leather, fells, and lead to be exported 
out of any of thofe countries, are directed to be 
firft carried to a ftaple town in the refpective 
countries, and there fold to foreign merchants 
for gold or filver, but not for foreign merchan- 
dife. Merchants of Ireland or Wales, by the 
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r7th of Edward the I[d. are alowed to bring 
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their merchandife to the ftaplesin England, and 
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fell 
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Late 
fell them there without paying any but the 
Irifh or Welfh cuftoms; becaufe, fays the fta- 
tute, “ Foreigners do not fogenerally go to pur- 
“ chafe at the Irifh and Welth ftaples as they 
* do to thofe of England.” The 34th of Ed- 
ward the IlId. accords that allthe merchants, 
as well aliens as denizens, may come into 
Ireland with their merchandifes, and from 
thence freely to return with their merchandifes 
and victuals, without fine or ranfom to be 
taken of them, faving always to the King his 
ancient cuftoms and other duties. By the next 
chapter of the fame act, it is enacted, “ That 
“the people of England, as well religious as 
“ other, which have their heritage and poflef- 
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“ fions in Ireland, may bring their corn, beatts, 
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“ and victuals, to the faid land of Ireland, and 
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“ thence to re-carry their goods and merchan- 
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“ difes into England /reely, without zmpeach- 
“ ment, 1.e. hindrance, paying theircuftomsand 
“ devoirs tothe King.” By the 43d of the fame 
Edward, the wool ftaple at Calais 1s taken away, 
but the former acts, appointing ftaples in Eng- 


land, Ireland, and Wales, are confirmed. 


The act of the oth of Richard the IId. which 
is the firft eflay of the Englifh Parliament to- 
wards 
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1e enacting claufes or chap- 
rere of the 14th of that King, but from the 
preamble it is evident that the regulations then 
made were totake place in thofe countries, as 
well asin England; the words of the preamble 
are, “ for the relief and increafe of the com- 
mon profit of the realm of England, and of 
«¢ the lands of Wales and Ireland, which have 
« been in divers manners greatly hindered in 
“ times paft, our Lord the King,” &c. From 
henceforward we find no mentionof Ireland in 
any ftatute until wecome to the 8th chapter of 
Henry the Vth, fo that from the atts I have 
quoted it is moft evident that during this long 
period of near three centuries, and inthe courfe 
of many reigns, England and Ireland were 
deemed by the King and Parliament and people 
of Encland to be incorporated, and the inhabr- 
tants of the two iflands to be one people, and 
equally entitled to the fame immunities, and 
fubject to the fame _reftraints. .Nor are there 
the fmalleft grounds to fuppofe that there was 
any exception of the defcendants of the native 


Irifh 


| 378] 
Irifh from this community, and that only the 
Englifh adventurers andtheir defcendants were 
mcluded in it; for, on the contrary, all the 
terms which might lead to fuch ideas of ‘dai- 
tinction are carefully avoided, as in {ftatutes 
never {peak of Jri/pmen, but people of Ireland, 
which certainly includes the wholeinhabitants. 
How wicked and ill-founded then,mycountry- 
men, are thofe cruel afperfions upon the Bng- 
lifh government, which our hot-headed and 
ignorant zealots have thrown out, as if it was 
they who out-lawed the natives, and excluded 
them from the common rights of fubjects, and 
even of men? And how ought we to deteft fuch 
bafe incendiaries, for endeavouring to‘create in 
us a jealoufy and si a againtt our Englith 
brethren,.and to make the Enghih government 
odious to us by Pen h notorious falfhoods and 
atrocious calumnies? You cannot poflibly refufe 
to give credit to the evidence [have laid before 
you, and) if you do not, it will be equally im- 
poflible for you to eis your affent to this con- 
fequence which is fo clearly deducible from it; 
namely, that during the whole period I have 
run over, it appears to have been the uniform 
purpofe of the laws and government of Eng- 
land to abolifh ali diftinctions among the m- 


habitants 
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habitants of Ireland, and to confider all as en- 
joying the rights and privileges of Englifhmen, 
Who then, you willafk, if not the Englith go- 
vernment, created and foftered thofe cruel and 
unjuit diftinctions between one part of the in- 
habitants and the other? I anfwer freely, Irifh- 
men; perhaps the defcendants of Englifhmen, 
Welfhmen, Scotchmen, or Danes, but more 
efpecially our Irifh rulers. Upon thofe, and 
upon thofe only, is to be charged all the mifery, 
wretchednefs, and deftructions that have befal- 
len us. Before we had a Parliament, we fee by 
the act of the 17th of Edward the Firft that the 
conduct of our great men in power did not ef- 
cape the notice of the Englith government, and 
that a wife and effectual meafure was taken to 
put a {top to their oppreflions upon our trade 
and exactions of office, as well as to deprive 
them of the power of making diftinctions in 
cafes of murder and felonies between one part 
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of the people and the other, and pardoning or 
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puniihing according to that wicked rule they 
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the brehon law. But when a Parliament was 
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once held in Ireland, the Englith government 
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committed the care of the inhabitants to it, and 
from thenceforth the Englifh Parliament did 
not onceinterfere with itsdomeftic government 
or intermeddle in its affairs. How well thelrith 
Parliament and thofe in power here purfuedthe 
beneficent and wife purpofes of the Englith 
government, may eafily be collected from the 
terms they made ufe of to diftinguith the de- 
{cendants of the native Irifh from thofe they 
fuppofed to be defcendants of the Englifh ad- 
venturers, 170 years after the incorporation of 
the two nations by Henry the Second, denomi- 
nating the one J/ri/h enemies, and the others 
Englifbmen, Of this, and of the cruel, violent, 
and illegal methods of proceeding with thofe 
unhappy men, whom they were pleated to con- 
found under the general name of /77/b enemies, 
the acts of the Irifh Parliament in the 25th of 
Henry the VIth, chapter the 2d and 3d, which 
I have copied in the margin, * are fhocking 


proofs. 


‘There 


* The 25th Henry the VIth. chap. 4th enacts: “ that 
he that will be taken for an ‘Englifhman fhall not ufe a 
beard upon his upper lip alone. The offender fhall be 
taken as an [rifh enemy. 


‘¢ For that now there is no diverfity in any betwixt the 
Englifh marchours and the Irifh enemies, and fo by colour 
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ftyle and tenor of the irifh acts of thefe times, 
that 


of the Englifh marchours the Irifh enemies do come from 
day to day to other into the Englifh counties as Englith 
marchours, and do rob and kill by the highways, and 
deftroy the common people by lodging upon them: in 
the nights, and aifo do kill the hufbands in the mights, 
and do take their goods to the Irifhmen; wherefore it 
is ordained and agreed that no manner of man that will 
be taken for an Englifhman fhall have no beard above his 
mouth; that is to fay, that he have no hairs upon-his 
upper lip, fo that the faid lip be once at leaft fhaven 
every fortnight, or of equal growth with the nether lip. 
And if any man be found amongft the Englifh contrary 
hereunto, that then it fhall be lawful to every man to 
take them and their goods as frifh enemics, and to ran- 
fom them as Irifh enemies.” 
Coli Aiation¥. 

« Alfo for that divers. Irifh enemies be many times 
received by lieutenants and juftices of this land to _be- 
come ligemen, and thereto are fworn to be loyal lieges 
during their hves; and after many times they do not 
perimplith the fame, but do rob, burn, and deftroy the 
King’s liege people; and the fame liege people, for fear 
to be impeached, dare not kill nor imprifon the faid ene- 
mies, nor take their goods nor‘chattels, whereby the faid 
liege people do take great hurt and hindrance ; it is ordain- 
ed and eftablifhed, that if any fuch Irifh enemies, fo receiv- 
ed to the legiance of our fovereign lord, be found 
with any fuch offence aforefaid, that it {hall be lawful 
to every liege man that may meet with them to do 
with the faid Ivifhmen, fo received to the legiance 
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that they were paffed by the deputy or lieute- 
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nant, without having been tranfmitted to Kng- 
land, or approved by the King ; for it is not to 
be fuppofed that the Englith government would 
have confented to aéts fo directly contrary to 
the laws of England, or have fuffered it to be 
declared by ftatute, as is done in that of 35th 
of Henry the VIth. chapter 3d. that there were 
fundry perfons in Ireland who were not amenable 
to the common law ; and indeed we find it js eX- 
preisly declared in the preamble of the r1th of 
Elizabeth for confirming Poynings’ act, that 
when liberty was given to the governors under 
her Majefty’s progenitors to call Parliaments at 
their pleafure, acts paffed as well to the difhonour 
of the prince as the hindrance of their fubjeéts. It 
was the abufe then of this liberty of making 
laws by the Irifh Parliament and chief gover- 
nors that called for that now obnoxious and be- 
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aforefaid, and to their goods and chattels, as to a man 
that never was become liege, without any impeachment 
of the law, notwithftanding any ftatute.” 


The sth of Edward the IVth. chap. 24 «© An a& 
that it fhall be lawful to kill any that is found robbing by 
day or night, or going or coming to rob or {teal, having 
no faithful man of good name or fame in their company 


in Englith apparel.” 
M. wailed 
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- roth of Henry the 7th, com- 


> o&, which obliges the 


wailed act of ti ' 
monly called Poynimgs 

lieutenant, or deputy, and privy council of 
Ireland, to reprefent to the King the neceflity 
or expediency of holding a feflion of Parlia- 
ment; andif w difpaffionately examine the 


€ 
feveral aéts which I have quoted as pafled by 
Irith Parliaments, antecedent to this king's 
reign, and compare them with thofe which 
followed this reftriGtion, I am confident it will 
appear that this refiraint was necefjary for the 
common good of the people of Ireland, and that 
it has been productive of beneficral confequences 
to theme Yndeed the feveral laws enacted. 
in this reign fhew an attention to the quiet 
and good government of Ireland, which 1s 
not difcoverable in the Irifh ftatutes of any 
preceding reign. ‘The act that no citizen receive 
livery or wages of any lord or gentleman, Was 
certainly highly neceflary for the peace and 
profperity of the city of Dublin, and the other 
cities and towns, if what we are told in the 
preamble be true, “ that it was ufual for the 
“ citizens to be retained by certain lords and 
“ gentlemen, contrary to their own laws and 
“ cuftoms ; whereas they fhould take part with 
‘no man bat only the part of their fovereign 


“ Jord, 


oo 


ae ae 


“lord, and his lieutenant for the time being, 
“and to fee their faid cities and towns {urely 
“kept under due order and obeyance, the 
“which retainders, partaking, and divifion 
“have been a great caufe of all the trouble 
“within the faid land.” 


The acts “ ¢hat no perfon take any money or 
“amends for the death or murder of lis friend or 
“ kinfman, other than the king's laws will; that 
“no perfon ftir any Irifbry to make war; that 
“20 peace in war be made with imy man with- 
© out licence of the governor; that Jor extirpa 
“ tion of a new manner of coin and livery ; for 
“ aboli/bing the words Cramabo and Butierabo, 
“and that whereby murder of malice propenfe 
“2s made treafon;” all {peak fufficiently for 
themfelves; but there is fomething fo expref- 
five of the defire of government to. reftrain the 
violences of the great men, to protect the lower 
clafs, and do equal juftice to all in-the laft 
mentioned act, that I cannot help reciting it. 
* Forafmuch as there hath been univerfal mur- 
“ der by malice propenfe, ufed and had inthis 
* land by divers perfons contrary tothe laws of 
“ Almighty God and the King, without any 
“ fear or due punifhment had in that behalf, be it 

** enacted, 
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&c. that if any perfon or perfons 
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rg of awhatfoever estate, QELTEC, or conattion, he 


ier they be. ofj oF malice propente do flee or 


“ murder, or of the {aid malice provoke, ftir, 


“ or procure any other pe! fon or perfons to flee 
“ or-murder any of the King’s fubjes within 
“ this land of Ireland, be deemed traitor at- 
% tainted of haute treafon, likewi/e as it foould 
“ extend to our [aid fovereign lora’s perion, or to 
“ his royal majefty.” 


a. 


The Englifh act of the firft of Henry Vth. 
by which | limited my affertion that the ifland 
and people of Ireland were, by the King and 
Parliament of England, deemed incorporated 
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with England, marks no line of partition be- 
tween the two iflands, neither does it make 
any difcrimination of the rights and privileges 
of the inhabitants, but inafmuch as it fixes an 
opprobrious ftigma upon the natives of Ireland, 
and reftrains themof that free intercourfe with 
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indicate in the Parliament of England an idea 
of diftinGtion between the nativesof freland and 
the natives of England: the like obfervation 
may be made upon the firft of Henry Vith. 

chap. 
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chap. 3d, and the fecond Henry Vith. chap. 
8th, which are properly amendments of the 
former a&t of Henry Vth. But although thefe 
acts unqueftionably fet up a diftinction between 
the natives of the two iflands, yet they do not 
appear to have been followed by any others ofa 
fimilar nature; nor indeed is there to be found 
upon the ftatute roll down to the 15th of 
Charles the Id. a fingle act for laying any par- 
tial reftraint upon the trade or manufactures of 
Ireland, or impofing any duty upon the manu- 
factures, products, or merchandife of Ireland, 
when imported into England. On the con- 
trary, all the laws refpecting trade pafied inthe 
feveral reigns antecedent to thereftoration, con- 
vey to thepeopleof Ireland the fame advantages 
which they confer on the people of England. 
Third of Edward the IVth. which declares 
certain ‘“‘ Merchandifes not lawfultobe brought 
“ ready wrought into England, has this pro- 
“ vifo, that all wares and chaffres made and 
“ wrought in the land of Ireland or Wales, 
“ may be brought and fold in this realm of 
“ England, as they were wont, before the mak- 
“ ing of this ftatute,this actor ftatute notwith- 
“ ftanding.” The firft of Henry VIlth. enacts, 


That no Gafcoign or Guien wines be brought 
in 


~ ~~ ~ 
<6 Se “se - 


- - 
. ~ 
. as 
> 


= = 
- ae 
ta_t6.-% 


eter 222% 
= - 
-_S7 
a 


ae 
Tee pee 
£ aoe 
Ae Mger% 


in. 
at ec 
2ESS 
= 


one 
“= ade = 


a a 
Me ys 

a 
we, ty 


- 
——- 

= ; 

> wg 
«at > 


i 
i} \ 
{ 


<= 
—— == = 
Pow 1a. a — 


mae war SS ee es 
_ - 
=| 
ee 


— 


ae 


a rs 
ae ee: apr 


ne 
wo st 
m < 


~ 
~~ 


. =: 


+ 
Se 


es 
—_ 
bad 


SS a Se ae 
. oa. ee ?, = ad - 
~ ° + = 
2 = 5 + oo es -. 
=, oo ~*~ WHE 455- = 
= cae ~ - al _—= = 
se + > . = ~ & in + = 
~~ ae =a - - 


* 


Pes 


— 


= 


< 2 M 
Saas 2 ee 


“a ae 
i > 2 ee 


alee . Rg = eee 


er 


~ 
rie ey 
= Saar 


-_ 


p> 


> ae ease, 2 
a. 


+o*we>"s = 
ae = ee Op 
sores ¥ 
Se - 
£ = -~ > =e 


-~ 
- =e 


- - -* _ _* ~——> .« _— - 
ae pen * ee > c sz laa? we — es ts a” SS 
De . : = a ‘os ee ae == 
‘ ~~ ' > F< 
—— Pees “, ou ‘ = RST 
= ~ . ve Bs - . Ant > \ = + 4 7 > | _ 22 . 
Jeeta -- tt .: Ve eat = Z — 6 ees . - 
. SS Sere ee va = a — ae” 4 ieee a ea ‘ ; 
ae > ~ = a o 


x > ~ 
ee a ee 


= 
% 
—_ 


— 


ie 


_ 


= 
DE OE NE 


> 
—_ 
———- 





At 


Su 


Sera eS 
Ci ah oe 


.: . 
~ 2 =. 
a > 2 5 
= 4 ~~ ~ — 


ook 


rs os 
SE == 
=_ aay Ore 


c - 
- . = a wl 
z a , os 
> = a ee oe Ke 
bee. 


ase ee 


Ae 





eee 


— a 
So Te 


a ~ 
ai i Soe 


in but by Englifh, Zi, and. Welfhmen, and 


by their f{hips. 


The 4thof that king enacts, “ that no perfon, 


of whatfoever degree, convey or bring into 
) ey 7 7 ~~ T 7 ’ s, ¥ a tn - > 2 
“ this realm, Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Ber- 


“ wick, any manner of wines or Tholoule 


wood, but in fhips owned by the king, or 
“ fome of his fubjects of his realmof England, 
Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Berwick, and 
the mafter and mariners being Englifhmen, 
Trifhbmen, or Welfhmen, or of Berwick, or 


“ Calais.” 


The firft of Henry the VIIIth. chap. sth, 
declares that “ every Englifhman, and all other 
the King’s fubjects,may enter the goods of ano- 
ther Englifhman, or the king’s fubjects, in any 
port in England, Ireland, &c.” 


The 23d of this king confirms the before- 
mentioned ftatute of Henry the VIIth. refpect- 
ing wines and wood, and in the sth and 6th of 
Edward the VIth. it is repealed. 


The 8th of Elizabeth, chap. 3d. inflicts a 
penalty upon carryingout of England, Wales, 
; or 


or Ireland, over fea, any rams, lambs, or theep 
alive. The 43d of this reign prohibits the 
ftretching woollen cloths within her Majetty's 
realm of England, or the dominions of the 


{ame. 


The 2d of James the If{t. forbids to employ 


in hat-making any perfon born out of his Ma- 


jefty’s realms and dominions of England,Scot- ° 


land, and /reland, 


Another a¢t of the fame year permits, under 
certain reftrictions, any perfons, being /ubjects 
of the King’s Majefty, to tranfport corn in any 
fhip wherof any Englifh-born /wlje thall be 
the owner. The act of the 3d of this King, 
chap. 6th, for enabling all his Majefty’s loving 
fubjeéts of England and Wales to trade freely 
into the dominions of Spain, Portugal, and 
France, has a preamble fo expreflive of the 
{enfe Parliament had of thecommonrightof the 
King’s fubjects to a free trade, and abhorrence 
of a monopoly, that I fhall recite it at ful 
length, “ Whereas divers merchants have o 
“ Jate obtained from the King under the great 
“ feal of England, a large charter of incorpo- 
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“ ration for them and their company to trade 
“into 
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“into the dominions of Spain and Portugal, 


“ and are moft earneft fuitors to obtain thelike 
“for France, whereby none but themfelves, 
“and fuch as they fhall think fit, fhall take 
“benefit of the faid charter, difabling thereby 
** all others his Majefty’s loving fubjects of this 


or 
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Thefe, together with thofe which I before- 
mentioned, are the only laws refpecting trade 
that I find to havebeen made in England before 
the Reftoration, and it is moft evident, from the 
extracts which I have given, that the legifla- 
tures which enacted them clearly held the in- 
habitants of Ireland to be entitled to all the pri- 
vileges and immunities enjoyed by the inha- 
bitants of England; but as commerce now 
became a principal objeé of theattention ofthe 
Englifh Parliament, a {pirit of monopoly and 
exclufion of others, which a loveof trade never 
fails to generate, difcovers itfelfin alltheir fu- 
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ture meafures, and Ireland is no longer ‘confi- 
dered as a part of England, and incorporated 
with it, but it is henceforth regarded as the 
competitor inftead of the fifter of England, and 
all its commercial advantages viewed with par- 
tial and jealous eyes. Other caufes, befides the 
felfifh nature of trade, were not wanting to 
create a breach in the union of the two iflands; 
the vanity of Henry the VIIIth, in taking the 
title of King of Ireland, and by confequence 
erecting the ifland into a kingdom, had no {mall 
fhare in the mifchief; for this fatal name of 
kingdom, whenever it was founded in the ears 
of a native of England, could not but excite in 
him ideas of a diftin&t ftate or dominion, hav- 
ing interefts and views peculiar to itfelf, fepa- 
rate from, and incompatible with the views and 
interefts of England. The repugnance which 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland had always 
fhewn fince the Reformation to the Englifh 
eovernment, and their then late horrid maffacre 
of thofe they deemed the defcendants of Eng- 
lifhmen, muft alfo have greatly ferved to 
{trengthen this jealoufy in the people of Eng- 
land, and the number of fettlers which had 
flowed into Ulfter from Scotland, whofe princi- 
ples Charles and his loyal Parliament equally 

| difliked, 
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difliked, was no {mall inducement for them to 
countenance by law the popular prejudices. 


What happened to Wales in the reign of 
Henry | Vth. gives weight to thefe fuggeftions ; 
for ae people of that principality having fup- 
ported Earl Mortimer’s title, Henry and his 
party in revenge procured feveral ads of Par- 
which Wales and its 
inhabitants were feparated and cut off from 
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England and the rights of E: ighfhmen ; nor 
was that country re-united to England, and its 
inhabitants reftored to their privileges, until 
the retgn of Henry the VIIIth. The cafe of 
Scotland in later times affords another proof 
of the mifchievous effects of prejudice and jea- 
loufy ; for immediately after the reftoration of 
Charles, that free trade and communication 
with England and its dominions, which had 
been allowed to Scotland from the acceffion of 
James was abridged, and Scotland and Scot- 
tifhmen laid under the fame difabilities in re- 
fpec&t to trade as foreigners. It was however 
the happinefs of Wales to have no diftinG g0- 
vernment of its own, to continue the jealoufy 
of England by its ridiculous attempts at inde- 


pendency; and Scotland, by relinquifhing her 
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feparate legiflature, and abforbing it in that of 
England, by that one ad, the wifeft fhe ever 
did, removed for ever all the bars and obftruc- 
tions to her intercourfe and commerce with 
England and its dominions, and became en- 
titled to all the benefits, rights and immuni- 
ties, that the power, wealth, and wifdom of 
England had for many ages been acquiring. 


Should my countrymen refufe to profit of 
thefe examples, from an unwillingnefs to ab- 
forb their local legiflature in that by which the 
whole empire is governed, ftill there are other 
means they may employ to recover their for- 
mer fituation. 


No. VII. 


Extra of a Letter from Sir Luctus O'BRIEN 
to W. K. Efq; dated Dromoland, 5th July, 


1777+ 
MY dear friend, for fuch I muft ever efteem 


the man who demonftrates his ftrenuous at- 
tachment to the interefts of Ireland, inde- 


pendent of thofe inftances of perfonal civility 
which 
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which I daily receive from yeu, will you now 
allow me to make a requeftto you? It is for 


CO 


” . ° j nay . * 
your general opinion on what ought to be fol. 


cited, and what may be obtained Fs or Ireland on 
your fide the water, and what you would recom- 
mend us to do here. 1 know you have turned 
your thoughts often to thefe points, and the 
folicitude with which I with for information 
from you will prove how high a value I put 


upon it. 
No, VIII. 


Copy of a Letter from W. K. E/q; to Sir Luctvus 
O'BRIEN. 


Whitehall, 23, Auguft, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 


THE time for the meeting of your Par- 
liament being fixed, I agree entirely with you 
that fuch meafures as may be proper to pro- 
pofe fhould now be taken into confideration, 
and put mto form, ready to be laid before 
them when they meet. Jn my private opinion 
there will be no. great difficulty in carrying the 

points 


|. S889:2] 

points you mention, and ‘feveral others, if they are 
properly folicited here. 'The alteration in the 
fifhery bill is certainly proper, and the claufe 
you refer to ihould have been worded difte- 
rently, for I believe it was only meant to ex- 
clude Americans and foreigners from covering 
their property under our people’s names, and 
receiving the advantage of the bounty; the 
claufe fhould therefore be amended, by faying, 
“ belong to fome of his Majefty’s fubjects 
“ refiding in fome part of his Majefty’s domi- 
“© nions in Europe.” | am not willing to allow 
you to employ foreign built fhips ; the trade of 
fhip-building is of itfelf of more value than 
any other, and no country is better fituated for 
carrying it on than Ireland. ‘To encourage if, 
therefore, you fhould give local bounties in ad- 
dition to what is given for the fifhery ; but 
were you allowed to purchafe foreign built 
fhips your own building trade would not thrive. 
The dire@t importation of fugar, and other 
Weft-India products, as well as rum, is, I 
think, a confiderable object to you, and a very 
trivial one to Great Britain ; but there is a 
{trong prejudice , among the trading people 
here againft it. You can remove that by obtain- 
ing an account of the lofs of fhips, detention 
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in port, expenfe thereby incurred for any civen 
mumber of years, and ftate againft it the ad- 
vantage to England by commiffion and land- 
ing in the Britith ports ; and the balance of 
lofs to Ireland, beyond the gain to the Englith 
merchants, will appear fo great and {triking, 
that no reafonable man will venture to make 
a ftir againft you ; and if you propofe increaf- 
ing your duty upon all fugars imported drreétfy 
from the Weft-Indies, without adding any 
thing to thofe brought from England, you 
mutft filence all cavil, and gain the fupport of 
Adminiftration. Can you. tell me if Mr. 
Heron means to come over before the mecting 
of Parliament? If he does not, [ will write 
to him upon what I think may be obtained ; but 
if he comes here! can talk to him more fully. 
I wifh he came, for perfonal folicitation does 
much more with great men than applications 
at a diftance. 


I fend you the return of the board of trade 
upon the African bufinefs, but I muft apprize 
you that it relates but to one part of the coaft 
and trade. Another part is free from the Com- 
pany’s jurifdi€tion, and indeed has no fettle- 
ments of our’s upon it though we trade there, 

I mean 


* re 
' igi 


: tet 3 
{ mean Angola, and another is managed by the 


Crown,Senegambia. 


You will obferve what advantage the New 
Englanders made by the fale of their rum, or 
molafles fpirits. Why could not Ireland fup- 
ply the place of it by their malt fpirits? Ihave 
time to fay no more, but that 

I am, with great regard, &c. 


WILL. KNOX, 


No. IX. 
To Wiit1amM Knox, 4/4. 


Dear Sir, 


STR Lucius O’Brien fome time fince did me 
the honour of communicating a letter he had 
received from you, in which you are fo oblig- 
ing as to mention that if I did not go to Eng- 
land before the meeting of Parliament, you 
would write to me upon fuch points as you 
thought Ireland might obtain, for which ] 
fhould have immediately troubled you with my 
acknowledgments, but was in hopes of being 


able to fubmit fome things upon the fubject to 
your 
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your confideration, which however I am not 
yet fully prepared with, I have therefore only 
to fay that my Lord Lieutenant would moft 
readily concur in any meafure for the benefit 
of Ireland, which might be found practicable, 
and will be much obliged by any affiftance 
you can give him towards it. 


I took an opportunity, immediately after 
receiving your letter, of mentioning thefe 
views to the Speaker, who fhewed me a let- 
ter he had received from England upon the 
fubje@. He is difpofed to be adtive in all 
things which may be for the benefit of this 
country, but feemed to think great caution 
neceflary, and that unlefs the opportunities 
were very favourable, it were better to wait 
till circumftances brought forward the mea- 
fures Ireland wifhed, than to attempt the 
forcing them, it being clear that every un- 
fuccefsful attempt will throw the obje& toa 
greater diftance. I mention this merely to apo- 
logize for my feeming tardinefs, and left you 
fhould be difcouraged by it from expe@ting my 
afliftance in any meafures your experience and 
knowledge of this country may fuggeit to you 
for the benefit of it, in which you will always 


find 


L 193] 
find the fupport of my Lord Lieutenant, and 
the beft endeavours of, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful, 


And moft obedient fervant, 
Dublin Caftle, 


Sept. 27, 1777. R. HERON. 


[Sir R. H. came to England foon after this 
letter was written, when | fuggefted to him 
the application the Lord Lieutenant and Coun- 
cil fhould make to Lord North. I afterwards 
wrote to him No. X. which produced his 
No. XI.] 


No. X. 
To the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 
Whitehall, Feb. 9, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 
1 HAVE been in conftant expefation of 


hearing a demand had been made by my Lord 
Lieutenant, of a grant to Ireland in the terms 
we had fettled, but I am told nothing of the 
kind has yet come. Lord George Germaine ex- 
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preffed to me this day his with that it was 
come, and when I tell you that it is not in- 
tended the Parliament fhould fit after Eafter, 
you will concur with his Lordfhip and myfelf 
in opinion, that no time fhould be loft 1f you 
intend to make the propofition this feffion. I 
conceive the matter is highly beneficial for Ire- 
land, and advantageous for the empire, and 
therefore | propofed it, and wifhit fuccefs. I 
have no private motives for propofing that, or 
any other matter, unlefs. it be the defire of per- 
feGting a bufinefs which I firft gave the hint 
of, and transferring to Lord Buckingham’s 
adminiftration a fhare of a very creditable 


meafure of Lord Harcourt’s. 


Iam, &c. 


WiLL KNOG 


ING; 2a: 


To Wiuu. Knox, Efq; 


Dear Sir, 


MY Lord Lieutenant has by this mail wrote 16 
Lord North a difpatch upon the fubjects you recom- 
mended, of which I have the honour to inclofe you 


a copy. This would have been done fooner, but 
upon 


E95 


upon fuch occafions it is neceffary to confult 
many gentlemen here who would otherwife 
think themfelves negle€ted, and that is not to 
be done without delay. You will fee his ex- 
prefs letter refers to another Britifh a&@ paffed 
jie that referred toin your inftruétions upon this 
Juijed? ; and Sir Lucius O’Brien being doubtful 
whether this country might not be entitled to 
carry into the ports of Africa the articles allow- 
ed by the sth and 6th fedtions of the 15th of 
his prefent Majefty from Ireland to Newfound- 
land, and perhaps others as confequential to 
the right of fifhing given to Ireland, the allega- 
tion that the fhips which had them on board 
would be liable to feizure is left out, yet he 
withes to have the claufe inferted. You formerly 
gave Sir Lucius O’ Brien expectations of greater 
advantages as he efteemed them, but I conclude the 
occafion does not offer. My Lord Lieutenant ts 
exceedingly obliged by the affiftance you have given 
him inthis bufine/s, and hopes you wrll be fo kind 
as to have an eye to the progres of it. 


The extreme hurry I am in during the fit- 
ting of Parliament affords little opportunity of 
confidering meafures at large for the benefit of 


this country; in a few months I fhall hope for 
N 2 fufficient 
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time in the country fo as to fee its views, that 


and having now been fome 


leifure might be ufefully employed, pee 
eM ei would give me the benefit of your advice. could 
Ma a have points well confidered, and the bufinefs 
Bakr properly prepared againft the next feffion of 
pai your Parliament, for it is in vain, during the 
fitting of Parliament, to attempt any thing 
which requires confideration. 
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: which feem very important ones, and may, 
" erhaps, not be obtained at this time, notwith- 
| fianding the claim Ireland: has from Great 
Britain to every indulgence towards the linen 
manufactures of it. 
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i ta I have the honour to be, 


Dear Sir, 
With great refpedt, 
' ; i at Your moft faithful, 
7 ‘i Humble fervant, 
et Dublin Caftle, R. HERON. 
| A ohae 20th Feb. 1 78, 
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To the Right Hon. Lord NorTu. 
| Zuclofed in No. XI.} 


Dublin Caftle, Feb. 1778. 
My Lord, 


BY the 2d fetion of the Britifh aQ of Par- 
3 


liament of the 15th of his prefent | 


Viajelty, 
chap. 31, intitled “* An a& for the encourage- 
“ ment of the fifheries carried on from Great 
“ Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh dominions in 
“Europe, and for fecuring the return of the 
“ fifhermen, failors, and others employed in the 
“ faid fitheries, to the ports thereof at the end 
“ of the fifhing feafon,” fuch veflels employ- 
ed in carrying on the whale fifhery on the 
coafts of Newfoundland and the feas adjacent, 
as fhall appear to be Britifh built, and owned 
by his Majefty’s fubjeQ@s refiding in ireland, 
and which {hall be fitted and cleared out from 
fome port in Ireland, are equally intitled to, and 
put upon the fame footing with refpect to the 
bounties allowed by that a@, with fuch veffels 
as fhall be fitted out from Great Britain; Guern- 
fey, Jerfey, and the Iile of Man, for carrying 
on thofe fifheries. And by the ar1ft feGiion of 
the fame a@, the like bounties which are grant- 
ed by the Britifh act of the 11th of his prefent 

Majeity, 
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Majefty, intitled “« An ad for the better fup- 
** port and eftablifhment at the Greenland and 
‘* whale fifhery, ’ to fhips fitted out from Great 
} 


. s ’ A, s Y £2 » 2 ins f co. TY ae ¢ 
Britain, or any of his Majefty’s dominions in 


America, for thofe fifheries, are granted for 
{hips fitted out for that purpofe from the king- 
dom of Ireland, every fhip or veffel being Bri- 
tifh built, and owned by his Majefty’s fubje@s 
of Ireland. 


The Parliament of this kingdom, in their ad- 
dreffes to his Majefty in Oaober t 1776, teftified 
their fenfe of the advantages which mutt arife 
to the navigation and trade of Ireland by this 
act, which extends the great benefits of Britifh 
fifheries to Ireland, and which has been the 
fource of induftry and wealth to other nations; 
but lam forry to acquaint your Lordfhip, that 
according to reprefentations which have been 
made to me from perfons of knowledge and au- 
thority refiding here, the benefits held out by 
the former part of the a& to this kingdom, are 
in a great meafure defeated by a provifo in the 
goth fection thereof, by which it is enated, 
‘“* "That no bounty fhall be allowed or paid for 
“any fhip er veffel fo employed, either by 
** virtue of this or any former aét of Parlia- 


** ment, 


[399-1 

« ment, unlefs the whole and entire property 
‘© of fuch fhip or veffel fhall belong to fome of 
‘¢ his Majefty's fubjects refiding in that part of 
“¢ his Majefty's dominions from whence fuch 
“ {hip or vefiel fhall be re{pectively fitted and 
“ cleared out.” And which re{training pro- 
vifo is repeated in an act-of the 6th of his pre- 
fent Majefty, chapter 47, intitled ** An act 
“ for the further encouragement of the whale 
“© fifhery carried on from Great Britain and 
“ Jreland, and the Britifh dominions in Europe, 
“and for regulating the fees to be taken by 
“¢ the officers of the cuftoms in the ifland of 
% Newfoundland.” For the gentlemen of this 
country alledge, that almoft the whole of the 
Trith trade being carried on with Britifh money, 
and in Britith fhips, the only means by which 
Ireland could have fhared in thefe bounties 
muft have been by being concerned in joint 
adventures with the people of Great Britain. 
The fhips mutt be Britifh, and the owners ad- 

: sy for defraying the ex- 
vance part of the money 73 
penfe of fitting out; but by thefe provitoe 


; feen the fub- 
there can be no coparceny betwee 


jects of the two kingdoms, at leaft no bounty 

can be claimed by either in fuch circumftan- 

ces. nor can the inhabitants of Guernfey, Jer- 
y 


2€ jo! tner- 
fey, or the Ile of Man, be joined in par “2 
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is Very. nrohbahle that thie cbniho en 
It 15 Very probable tnat Lillis proviio Was ine 
ferted to prevent the rebellious colonies in 
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“© lowed or paid for ant Ip or veffel fo em- 
cc plo} ec by virtue of either of the faid a@s. or 


** by any former aé&t of Parliament, unlefs the 
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ee JCAS TeHding in Great Britain, Ireland, 
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fo pa requetied to lay before yout 
oe hee Fe 
Lordthip another matter, which it is alledged 


vould be of very great adv: intage to the trade 


of this kingdom, if approved of by.your Lord- 
fhip as confiftent with the trade and welfare of 


j yee rlana and wy icy ht Pe Aer . c CO - 
ees 4hd, and might be inferted in the a@ for 
aire cy A yd oo | 5 - " - 
making the amendment above propofed, which 
is this: the Honfe nf C..<. ta Fi 
is this: the Houfe of Commons of this king= 
~/ 


dom, 


Se hee 


dom, in the laft feffion of the laft Parliament, 

voted refolutions for pafling an act for the ex- 

tention of the whale filhery of Ireland to any 
of the feas to the fouthward of the limits of 
thofe feas in which the whale fifhery is encou- 
raged by an act pafled in Great Britain in the 
1ith year of his prefent Majefty’s reign, in- 
titled “ An act for the better fupport and efta- 
blifhment of theGreenland and whale fifheries, 
from the 1{t of Auguft 1776, tothe 1ft of Au- 
guft1779; and I underftand it is propofed to 


bring in head of a bill this feflion, to pafs here 


into a law for that purpofe, and for granting a 


at] 
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bounty of forty fhillings per ton to the matters 
or owners of Fach Britifh or Irifh fhips as fhall 
be fitted out from any port in this kingdom, 
and procééd upon fuch whale fifheries, on their 
landing in this kingdom all fuch whale fins, 
oil, or blubber of whales, feal oil, feal fkins, or 
other produce of feals, or other fifh or creature, 
»y the crews of fuch {hips 
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po 


as thall: be caught 
in fuch feas: but as the fhips to be employed 
upon this fifhery muft have occafion to go into 
the ports of Africa, it is fubmitted whether a 
claufe allowing the exportation from Ireland 
to the coaft of Africa of any provifions, and 
alfo of any hooks, lines, netting, or other tools 
or 
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aida iinery, Deine the iame articies as are al- 


lowed to be exported from Ireland 


to New- 
foundland by the sth and 6th {fections of the 
before-mentioned act of the 1 5th of his prefent 
Majefty, might not be very proper to be in- 
ferted? And in order to obviate all doubts whe- 
ther Irifh fhips, or fhips owned or employed 
by his Majefty’s fubjects refiding in Ireland, 
are to be confidered as Britifh, I would farther 
fubmit to your Lordfhip, whether it might 
not be declared in the fame act that all fuch 
fhips are to be entitled to the fame privileges 
with fhips belonging to his Majefty’s fubjects 
of Great Britain, as if the fame were Britifh 


buult. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


BUCKINGHAM. 


No. XII. 
To the Right Hon. Mr. HERON. 
Whitehall, 2d March, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 


I WAS very glad to find by your obliging 
favour of the 20th of laft month, that my Lord 
Lieutenant had made application to Lord North 
on the points we had talked of; and from what 
I have feen of his Lordfhip’s difpofition fince 
the difpatch was received, I think we fhall fuc- 
ceed; he is, however, fo much engaged in 
Parliament with conciliatory bills, and out of 
Parliament with his loan, that it is impoflible 
he can at this moment attend to any thing elfe, 
I have had the linen board papers before me, 
and prepared a cafe which is printing in order 
to be delivered by the agent to the perfons in- 
terefted in the fuccefs of the application he 1s 
directed tomake. As individuals Ido not ex- 
pect much from their fupport ; they are fo 
much afraid of being thought attached to Ire- 
land, that they are mighty cautious of inter- 
fering in any matter that has the appearance of 


being beneficial to her, although it is at the 
fame 
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be a lowed 1 to act difintereftedly, when*] prefs 
Ireland, or both; but duty makes me take a 
part that even intereft will not excite my coun- 
trymen to undertake, and I readi ly engage in 
the folicitation, with only the ho ypes of fuccefs 


roipect for my reward. ‘The C8 in bufi- 
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neis, wnicn was agitated taft year in Parli; 


nent, hes 
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1- 
rmant this fefiion, there will, 


QO. 


therefore, be no opportunity of moving the 


propoiition J made to Sir ee O’ Brien, upon 
; . z teat fies > 
that fubject , but if you obtain what you have 
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afked, a good progrefs will be made towards 
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taining a INor 11D€ral inare or tne AAtrican 


CD 


trade, and if the exportation of cheques and 
printed, &c. linens, to the colonies in Africa 
and America, be alfo B32 ted, as prayed for, 
Ireland will find more benefit from thofe in- 
dulgences than is imagined; the fifhing fhips 
may then take with them all forts of linens, 
&c. 


The profpeat of raifing companies is laid 


oO 


— 


afide for the prefent, but I 99 not imagine we 


e fo fanguine in our expectations of peace 


aes J 
with the Colonies that we mean to relax in our 
preparations for another campaign. I beg you 
will do me the honour to prefent my ref{pects to 
my Lord Lieutenant, and believe me, 


Dear Sir, &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 
No. XIII. 


Right Honourable Mr. HERON. 
Whitehall, March 14, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 


THE confideration of the whole fyftem of 
our commerce, you_will fee by the act for ap- 
pointing commiffioners to treat with the Colo- 
nies, muft foon be taken up. I always ima- 
gined this would be the cafe, and I apprized. 
the Speaker of it when I had the pleafure of 
feeing him here in the fummer of 1776. I then 
fuggefted to him how neceffary it would be for 
the leading men in Ireland to confider what in- 
dulgencies it would be proper to apply for, and 
in what inftances they would with to be in- 


cluded 
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cluded in any compact that might be made 
with America. I am afraid the Speaker is too 
much of an Irifhman to have taken his mea- 
fures fo long beforehand as now to be in rea- 
dinefs to bring forth the propofitions for this 
purpofe, but lam fure he will do me the juftice 
to acknowledge I gave him the notice. 


In the inftruGions our commiffioners are to 
have, fomething ought to be faid refpe@ing 
the trade between Ireland and the Colonies, 
but if nothing is already prepared you will not 
be in time, for every thing is preffed forwards 
as much as poflibe to get thofe gentlemen out. 
I jue not, nor fhall not neglect you, but I want 
fupport from your fide ; I think the moft im- 
mediate and powerful application from vou 
would be a letter from my Lord Lieutenant, 
ftating it as the expectation of all the King’s 
fervantsand fupporters of his Majefty’s mea- 
fures in Parliament, that whatever privileges or 
advantages in trade fhall be granted to the Co- 
lonies, the fame will be extended to Ireland, 
and that the Colonies will in no refpect be put 
upon a better footing than Ireland. I fhall write 
to you again on the fubjeCt of your applica- 

tions 
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tions already made ; at prefent I have only 
time to add my refpects to my Lord Lieute- 
nant, and affurances that 


I am, &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 


No. XIV. 
To Witu. Knox, £9; 
(Private. ) 


Dear Sir, 


IN confequence of your letter to me of the 14th, 
my Lord Lieutenant wrote laft night to Lord 
North a difpatch, of which I Shall inclofe you a 
copy. This would have gone two days fooner, 
but as I was preparing it his Excellency re- 
ceived a notification of the treaty of friendfhip 
and alliance between France and America. The 
Speaker is of opinion Ireland cannot be effen- 
tially benefited by any thing fhort of a free 
commerce, which he affirms would produce 
in this country difpofitions to make the moft 
ample returns. How wife foever this bold mea- 
fure might be, there are, | fear, many preju- 


dices, in both countries, to be got over before 
it 
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it could be effected. Ireland will; I believe, 
upon the prefent occafion, give every proof of 
a good d fpolition to Great Britain. My Lord 
Lieutenant efleems himfelf much obliged by your 
attention tous, and hopes you will give your beft 
ifiance in forwarding any propofttion which 
may be thought for the benefit of Ireland. If I 
can, in apoft or two, inform you of any partt- 
culars which might be wifhed beyond what have 


— 


been already propofed, I wii] not fail to communt- 
cate them to you. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your moft obliged, 
And moft humble fervant, 
Dublin Ca/tle, 
March 21, 1778. R. HE RO N, 


Copy of a Letter from his Excellency the Lorp 
LifguTENANT fo the Right Honourable Lorv 
Nortu, izclofed in No. IX. written in confe- 

quence of my No. X. 


Dublin Cafile, 20th March, 1778. 
(Copy:) 
My Lord, 


IN confequenc eo 
expreiied by both Houfes of Parliament in Great 
Britain 


of t a very kind difpofitions 
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Britain towards this kingdom at this critical 
juncture, which have been received here with 
the utmoit fatisfaCtion and eratitude, I have 
been prefied. by many.of his Majefty’s princi- 
pal fervants, and other gentlemen. who-have 
uniformly and fteadily. fupported his Miayjefty’s 
meafures in this Parliament, to lay before your 
Lordfhip their humble hopes, that the prefent 
fituation: of affairs may. afford an opportunity 
of improving thofe favourable difpofitions into 
fome real benefits for. this country. 


As they apprehend that the a@t lately paffed 
in Great Britain for appointing commiffioners 
to treat with the Colonies, and the prefent ftate 
of the Britifh empire muft. foon bring on the 
confideration of the whole fyitem:of the Britifh 
commerce, they have thought it incumbent 
upon them to reprefent it. to me as their true 
fentiments concurring with thofe of the public, 
that this would be a proper time for me to, fo- 
licit your Lordfhip’s favour, and to fubmit to 
you their earneft-requeft that whatever privi- 
leges or advantages in trade fhall be granted.to 
the Colonies, if the conciliatory plan fhall take 


effect, may be extended to Ireland, and that the 
O Colonies 
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Colonies may notin any refpect be put upon a 
better footing than Ireland. 


In different converfations which have paffed 
between me and fome of the ableft men here 
concerning the trade of this kingdom, I have 
been thoroughly convinced that an enlarge- 
ment of it in many inftances is become abfo- 
lutely neceffary for its fupport, as well to ena- 
ble it to anfwer the many drains to which it is 
annually fubje@, particularly to Great Britain, 
as to make provifion for the expenfes of his 
Mayjefty’s government, which of late years have 
in every branch been increafed to a confidera- 
ble amount. And TI am perfuaded that the 
wealth and advantages proceeding from fuch 
enlargement of their trade would not only 
redound to the benefit of Great Britain, but 
that in return his Majefty may exped the ut- 
moft efforts of his fubje@s in this kingdom in 
fupport of his government, and for the gene- 
ral fervice of the Britifh empire ; I have there- 
fore made no difficulty in complying with their 
requeft, that I would reprefent this ftate as 
the general fenfe of the country to your Lord- 
fhip, in order that when any fyftem of com- 
merce fhall be agitated, fuch fteps may be taken 


with 








Ses aa 


with refpe&t to the trade of Ireland, as thall 


appear to be moft for the benefit of the two 
kingdoms. 


I cannot entertain a doubt of your Lord- 
fhip’s readinefs to promote fuch a folid advan- 
tage to this country ; and in juftice to it I muft 
declare that the fteadinefs of all perfons of any 
rank to co-operate in every meafure which can 
at this crifis conduce to: the maintenance of the 
dignity of Great Britain, and their zeal and 
attachment to his Majeity and his government, 
very fully entitle them to all the affiftance 
which can be given them by his Majetty’s 
Minifters, and to every mark of favour that 
can be granted them by the Britifh Parliament. 
Your Lordfhip will therefore permit me to 
recommend this meafure in the {trongeft man- 
ner to your fupport. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refped, 
My Lord, &c. : 


BUCKINGHAM. 
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No. XV. 


Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 


Whitehall, 28th March, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 


The extraordinary occupation which you 
will eafily fuppofe the late proceedings of the 
Court of France muft have given me, will pre- 
pare you to excufe my delay in the performance 
of my promife to write to you on the fubject 
of Irith applications here. J am exceedingly 
ratified by your letter, and the copy of the one 
to Lord North inclofed in it that I received 
yefterday. Nothing could be better judged or 
better timed than the addrefs and the applica- 
tion, and J think now I really fee a probability 
that Jreland will at laft become a favoured coun- 
iry, and add that firength and riches to the empire 
tt ts fo capable of doing. Lord Nugent, you muft 
have known, has Gathers bea the fugar bufi- 
nefs. [ thought it was brought forw ard a little 
prematurely, but I was happy in being able to 
check the oppofition intended againit It. The 
round I had propofed putting the application 

a direct importation upon, and which I be- 
he - mentioned to you, was the increafe of 


the 
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the confumption of rum in Ireland, to the ex- 
clufion of French brandy. ‘This I had ftated 
to the Weft India P/anters, in hopes of engag- 
ing them to afk for it, at leaft to fupport the 
application. While this matter was under con- 
fideration, fome zealous friends of Ireland, in 
the city, applied to the Merchants on the fame 
fubject, and they immediately fuggefted to the 
Planters that the purpofe of the people of Ire- 
land was to introduce foreign fugars inftead of 
Britifh, and foreign rum alfo. They therefore 
joined with the Merchants in requefting that 
the liberty of a dire@t importation might not 
be granted. They came of courfe to this office, 
which gave me an opportunity of entering 
I fet out 
with granting that the liberty requefted would 


fully into the matter with them. 


be a very trivial benefit to the north eaftern 
fide of Ireland, as the vicinity of the coaft of 
England and Scotland made it no great incon- 
venience to that part of the country to land 
their fugars in England or Scotland, and then 
bring them over, and perhaps they were fully 
paid for that inconvenience by having the 
monopoly of the whole kingdom. But there 
was the evil and hardfhip to be redreffed. The 
whole weft and fouth-weft parts of Ireland 
were 
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were excluded almoft entirely from the Weft 
India trade ; for if they brought any rum from 
thence, they could bring no fugar with it, as 
the expenfe and difficulty of fending the fugar 
to England to be landed, and then bringing it 
back again, would be more than even the land 
carriage from Dublin or the other eaftern ports. 
An entire cargo of rum being too much for one 
Merchant in an out-port to import (and he 
could not bring one afforted with fugar) the 
confequence was, that very little rum was im- 
ported, and French brandy was encouraged to 
be {muggled. to fupply the confumption in its 
ftead. That a dire@ trade with the Weft India 
iflands from all parts of Ireland would be the 
certain means of extending the con fumption of 
both rum and fugar over the whole kingdom, 
and that in point of regulation and domeftic 
ceconomy it was moft illiberal and unjuit to 
oppofe a propofition which had for its object 
the fair circulation of trade, and putting all 
parts of a country upon an equal footing. 
‘They were fo candid as to own that in the light 
I reprefented the matter they did not fee any 
juit ground of oppofing what was defired, if 
care was taken to prevent the introdu€tion of 
foreign fugars, which I promifed fhould be 

| done ; 


Nel ma 
done; and [ hope if any regulations are want- i] i 
ing in your cuftom-houfes for that purpofe “o 
you will have them fupplied. The exportatio: ih 
of foap and candles from Ireland to the Weft Hf 
Indies was alfo fpoken of ; and the merchants de Ye 
affured me they would not oppofe it if fuch a ie i 
liberty was afked for. Your linen bufinefs it 
does not go on as | could with; but as you rs 
will fee the agent’s correfpondence with the ma 
linen board, 1 need not fay any thing more Fw 
upon the fubject. In the Fifhery Bull, I hope | mi 
to fteal in a liberty to fend all forts of linens, ag 
of Irifh manufaCture, to Africa, if nothing ae 
better can be done this fefon. ‘The Parlia- f ee) 
ment will not rife at Eafter as was intended, Wey tat 
though moft of the bufinefs will be done be- Pl 
fore it, but will be kept on by adjournments con, | 
for fome time. "Si a 
I have prepared a bill for granting free trade ce 
Jrom Ireland to the plantations in Africa and Rie . t ) 
America (except in the article of wool and ra | 
woollen goods) and the importation from thence of nde i} 
all their products, with this provifo, that none fyi 
imported in confequence of that ac? fhall be aaa 
re-exported from Ireland, except to Great Bri- a 4a 
tain. This I do to remove the merchants ecoeh 
apprehenfions, that Ireland may become the eh 
depot fa | 
bait 
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epot of America goods, to fend to other parts 


of Europe, which certainly ought not to be; 


and if we get the dire&t importation of ourown 
confumption, I think we fhould be content, 
I have run this over in fo great a hurry, I fear 
you will not be able to read it. 


Believe me, however, 
Moft truly your’s, &c. 
WILLIAM KNOX. 
P.S. Orders have been given this day for 


tran{ports to take two Highland regiments from 
the Clyde to Ireland ; they will make 2000. 


Yo Wiituram Knox, fy; 


Dear Sir, 


SHOULD have tmmedratel thanked you 


your very obliging and fatisfactory letter, but that 


I have been fo employed as not to have one 
moment for it. Ady Lord Lieutenant is exceed- 
ingly happy ta your having had an oppor tunity of 
difpe jing the planters and merchants to the bill LIv- 
im us a free trade to Africa and America (ex- 


cept 
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cept in the article of woollen goods) azd a di- 
ret importation of their product, and he as much 
obliged by your having undertaken to bring into 
the Houfe a bill for that purpofe. It is much to 
be wifhed a proper advantage may be taken of 
the prefent concurrence of circumftances in fa- 
vour of Ireland. My Lord Lieutenant would 
have ftated propofitions, but that the ftating 
particulars at fuch a conjuncture is difficult; 
too much or too little might be afked, and 
therefore his Excellency thought it beit to 
make a general requifition, and as you have not 
fuggefted the expediency of making any particular 
application, and the Speaker is now in England, 
my Lord Lieutenant will reft the caufe of Ire- 
land upon that difpatch to Lord North. I fhall, 
however, inclofe to you the draught of an act, 
which was prepared fome time fince for the 
purpofe you are now purfuing, as it may pof- 
fibly be of of fome ufe, and #f at occurs to you 
that any particular application from my Lord Lieu- 
lenant to government can promote  YOur work, IT beg 
you will flate it to me by expre/s, that I may lofe 
no time in laying it before his Excellency. 
Since writing the above, Sir Lucius O’Brien 
has mentioned to me his intention of going to 


England ; he has a great deal of information 
upon 
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upon the fubjeG of commerce, and may be 


~ 


ufeful to you. 


I have the nonour to be, 


Your much obliged, 
And obedient humble fervant, 


R. HERON. 
Dublin Caftle, 
roth April, 17478. 


The draught of the a I inclofe does not ex- 
tend fo far as you propofe, but I thought the plan 
of the at might poffibly be of Jome ufe. 


No. XVII. 


Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 
Whitehall, 21ft April, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 


THE arrival of the Speaker fo opportunely 
removed all my apprehenfions of our affairs 
fuffering for want of authoritative folicitation. 
You will have received the copies of the five 
bills that have been brought in and read ; they 
contain every thing we can Gefire; but I am 


not 
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not without my fears of their undergoing fome 
alterations. Briftol has already fet forward an 
oppofition, and Liverpool, Manchefter, and 
Glafgow, will certainly join in it ; London, I 
believe, will be quiet. The Weft India mer- 
chants have been again withme. ‘They very 
candidly told me they would not oppofe any 
part of the bills, if they could be fatisfied that 
foreign fugars were not meant to be introduced 
into Ireland inftead of Britifh plantation. I 
affured them no fuch thing was intended, and 
ventured to undertake that any regulation they 
could propofe, confiftent with the general pur- 
pofe of the application, would be adopted in 
Ireland. Sir Lucius O’Brien has fince told 
me I did not go too far in my undertaking, 
and lam to bring fome of the merchants to 
meet him and the Speaker, to have their confir- 
mation of it. As Sir Lucius propofes flaying 
here to watch the progrefs of the bills, and the 
bufinefs is now in fuch a ftate of forwardnefs 
that I can do little to promote it, except by 
advice, I fhall not have occafion to trouble you 
any farther upon this: fubject until the iffue is 
known ; but I would recommend to you, as the 
beft means of engaging adminiftration to fup- 
port the meature, to take the bills into confide- 
ration, 


fm 


tie oe 
i— a 


"4 
a Aue 
: 4 
‘ 
ye 
| 
’ 


| 
i 
; 
Lh 
‘ 
t 
a} 
’ 
' 
4 
. 
4 
| 
- 
? 


a 


ee 


$2 Sa 
2 


x =~ 
SES SS Se rr ee. rae cee & ee Ce 
- ae pee r- + 





_- 35 


> 
—— 
os SS 

= ee 


— 
aes a = 
a + . 


=" ~*~ a. 
~ ee i oe 





A: TE NI ae - * CR ew eae oo 
» 7 *s 


i B96" 74 


ration, and write to Lord North, in the name 
, Council, exprefling great thankfulnefs 
kindnefs intended to Ireland, and {trong 
afiurances of grateful returns; and be as liberal 
as pofiible, both of your thanks and promifes, 
and in extolling the benefits Ireland, and, 
through her, Great Britain will derive from 
fuch generous and liberal condu&. It would 
be right alfo to take fome notice of the objec- 
tions made to opening the trade of Ireland, 
particularly the danger of clandeftine importa- 
tions and exportations, and offer to recommend 
to Parliament, with confidence uf fupport, any 
proper meafure for giving greater fecurity 
againit illicit commerce than the prefent 
laws or regulations do that fhall be thought fit 
and neceffary by adminiftration. It is now you 
fhould try your ftrength, and every gentleman 
fhould apply to his conne@tions here, and the 
raders fhould alfo write to their correfpon- 
dents to give their affiftance. I with the re- 
exportation of Englifh woollens had been for- 
bidden in the exportation bill, for I fo well 


know the jealoufy of Englifhmen refpecting 
that manufacture, that I would never fuffer 
them to think we could have any idea of en- 
couraging it in Ireland, or fmuggling our own 


out 
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out inftead of theirs. I hope the Scotch propo- 
fition refpeCting the fifhery will be adopted on 
your fide; it 1s not the very thing, you: want, 
but it will certainly lead. to it; in. the mean 
time your fituation will. be mended. | muft 
now beg you will prefent my refpects to. my 
Lord Lieutenant, 


And belteve me, &c. 
WILLIAM KNOX. 


Now X VIEL. 


To WiLt1aM Knox; &/. 
Dear Sir, 


AS my Letter of the roth would be in a 
sreat meafure an an{twerto what was contain- 
ed in that I had the honour to receive from you 
of the 8th, and as you would immediately after 
fee our Speaker and Sir Lucius O’Brien, I have 
not troubled you with any acknowledgment of 
it, relying that if any thing occurred in which 
my Lord Lieutenant could promote your bufine!s., 
you would have wrote to me. I underfland 
from my friends you will be able to weather the 
oppofitton which will appear a fier the recefs : sf 
you do you will perform wonders. \ latt night 
received a letter from Sir Lucius O’Brien, de- 
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firing Mr. John Wetherall, Deputy Examina- 
tor of the Cuftoms, and Mr. Robert Stephen- 
fon, infpector of the Linen Board, may be 
fent over as witneffes. As Ido not know how 
to direct to Sir Lucius, I with you would ac- 
quaint him Mr. Wetherall and Mr. Stephen- 
fon are both in the country, but that I will 
endeavour that you fhall have them by the 2d 
of May. 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your moft humble fervant, 
Dublin Caftle, 


April 25,1778. R. HERON. 
No. XIX. 


¢ XT | Po ts ‘ rf 
fo Wiutiam Knox, E/q. 
Dear Sir, 


THE bearer is Mr. Wetherall, one of the 
gentlemen Sir Lucius O’Brien defired fhould 
attend the committee. He was in the country, 
which prevented his coming fooner. Mr. We- 
therall is Affiftant Examinator of the Cuftoms, 
and of great knowledge in his branch, and we 
have thought it right that he fhould bring with 
him the books of the cuftoms for the lait feven 
years, 


Mr. 


[ 223 ] 

Mr. Stephenfon, the other perfon defired to 
attend, was in the country, and is not yet re- 
turned, though I fent an exprefs to him im- 
mediately; but as foon as he comes I will dif- 
patch him to you. 


My Lord Lieutenant had wrote in the moft ur- 
gent terms, and has, fince I received your detter, 
repeated his reprefentations of the wifhes and dif- 
pofitions of the gentlemen in this country. I fhall 
hope to recetve an account of your fuccef/s very 


foon, 


And am, with great efteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful, 
humble fervant, 


Dublin Cafile, 
April 29, 1778. R. HERON. 
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No. XX, 
Right Honourable Mr. HERON. 
Soho Square, May 4, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 


WHAT I apprehended from the inter- 
ference of the Irifh gentlemen in our applica- 
tion has happened; their eagernefs, mixed 
with threats, and not a little inflamed by ig- 
norance both of this country and their own, 
and the times, have confpired to. raife fuch a 
tempeit as to give us many fears for the fate of 
all the bills. When f went to Lord North this 
morning, I found his Lord{hip under much em- 
barraf{ment and anxiety; a gentleman from 
Briftol was with him, to lay before him the 
srounds of oppofition determined on by that 
eputation from the 


} J 


city, to fupport which a « 


sa —~— 


manufacturers of hempand iron, foap and can- 
dles, was come to town. It is not neceffary to 
give you a detail of our converfation, it ended 


4 


in giving Lord North hopes that an accommo- 
dation might be effected, and the Briftol de- 
puties were to come to me at two o'clock. I 

immediately 
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immediately fent for Sir Lucius O’ Brien; who 
fortunately Was in the w: nd c 


es | 


came to me. 
The iron and hemp manufacturers ' deputies 
met us, they fiated their objeGions to the ge= 
neral exportation bill, mts went to fhew 
that the frifh could manufa@ure thefe articles 
cheaper than the En gliih, becaufe of the dif- 
ference of the duties laid upon the importation 


r 


of the materials. The duty upon iron :im- 
d 


ported into England is near 31. 3s. no part of 


Pe 
which is drawn back upon the re-exportation 
except to Ireland. {1 Ireland the duty 1s only 
il. 4s. Englith, Ireland has therefore the ad- 
vantage of 11. 19s. per ton on that. material 


The hemp was Rated in “the fame way, and 
the difference in favour of Ireland was equal, 

They generoufly waved all confideration of the 
advantage Ireland had in cheapnefs of labour 
and provifions, and candidly declared they were 
willing that Lreland fhould Jhare with England 
in all her trade, but they could not confent fhe 
fhould have it in her power to. deat England out 
of the market. Their propofition therefore was, 
that the fame duties fhould be lard by Ireland on 
the importation of the materials as were laid and 
not drawn back in E-ngland. Weapplauded their 


principle as fair and friendly, but Sir Lucius 
P {tated 
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{tated other ways of equalizing the charge of 
the materials, which were the taking off the 
duty here, or giving it back upon re-exporta- 
tion, both which I knew Lord North would 
difapprove, and therefore I went to a third; I 
told them, that Ireland being in poffeffion of 
thefe materials at prefent, at a low duty, the 
manufactures fhe made of them for her own 
confumption, and for exportation to all foreign 
countries, had that advantage over thofe of 
England. A duty therefore upon importation 
equal to the Englifh duty would be a burthen 
upon her own confumption and foreign export, 
which fhe had no reafon for laying, and could 
not be expected to impofe. The thing defired 
by the bill was a liberty to export to the co- 
lonies. That /iberty therefore was the on/y ob- 
ject of regulation. 1 defired them to calculate 
the difference between manufa@ured and 
rough iron, fo as to afcertain the quantity of the 
one, upon a medium, employed to make the 
other, andafked them ifIreland laid a duty upon 
the exportation of manufactured iron fo the 
Britifh colonies, equal to what was paid upon 
the rough iron in England, would that remove 
their objeGtion ? They an{wered, that the com- 

mon 
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mon computation was, that two tons of rough 
iron went to make one ton of manufa@ured 
iron; but as they imagined Ireland muft be 
content for many years withthe coarfer kinds of 
iron manufactures, they would compute at the 
rate of atonand a half for a ton, and, accord- 
ing to that computation, if the Irith Parliament 
would lay a duty of 2]. 18s. per ton on all ma- 
nufactured iron exported to the colonies, they 
would be fatisfied, and wave all oppofition to 
the bill. The hemp people adopted the fame 
principle, and they gave us reafon to believe 
that it would be alfo adopted by the traders 
and manufacturers in other branches. 


Lord North was much pleafed with this 
proipect of accommodation, and will hold it 
out to Parliament when the bills are commit- 
ted on Wednefday. I fend you this notice by 
exprefs, to. quiet the apprehenfions of your 
friends that all will be loit ; and give me, in 
return, your and their opinion of the propo- 
fition, which is in general, that all [ri/h manu- 
Jactures exported, in confequence of the liberty to 
be now granted, /hall carry out with them to the 
colonies a duty equal to that which remains upon 
thofe of the fame denomination exported from Eng- 

P 2 land. 
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Jand. -If the Houfe of Commons adopts this 
propofition on Wednefday, Sir Lucius will 
fet off immediately for Ireland, in order to 
propofe it in the Houfe of Commons there, as 
a regulation of trade, and give his affiftance 
to carry it through. I know you will commu- 
nicate this to the Speaker, and therefore | do 
not write to him ; but I] beg you will prefent 
him my refpects. 


Iam, &c. &c. &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 


No. XXI. 


Dear Sir, 


I WISH you would acquaint Sir Lucius 
O’Brien that I fent an exprefs into the country, 
and brought Mr. Stephenfon, one of the per- 
fons he defired might be fent to England, to 
Dublin. He has fome office under the Linen 
Board, and was intended by Sir Lucius to have 
been examined upon. that fubje@; but the 
Truftees of the Linen Board being informed 

that 
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that it was intended he fhould come to you, 
expreffed their difapprobation of it; and the 
Primate and the Duke of Leinfter both came 
to me, and defired, from the Board, he might 
not be fent. 


We are extremely anxious for the proceedings 
of your Parliament. If your refolutions, or the 
moft material of them, are carried into a law, 
our feffions will, I think, end very happily, but of 
they fail, we may look for all the confequences of 
difappointment. Wowever, I always look for 


the beft. Iam, 
Dear Sir, 
With great truth, 


Your moft obliged, 
Dublin Caftle, 
6th May, 1778, Humble fervant, 


R. HERON. 


No. 








ye ae em 


No. XXII. 


To the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 
Soho-Square, 9th May, 1778—8 o'clock A. M. 


Dear Sir, 


FROM what paffed in the Committee laft 
night, upon the Import Bill, Sir Lucius O’Brien 
and myfelf think your Houfe of Commons 
ought, without delay, to bring in a bill upon 
the propofition I mentioned to you in my laft; 
and Sir Lucius fends, by this exprefs, claufes 
to the Speaker for the fubftance of the bill. If 
this meafure be adopted, nota moment fhould 
be loft, and the inftant the bill has been read a 
copy. fhould be fent to Lord North, from my 
Lord Lieutenant, asa meafure of Government, 
which he is to communicate to Parliament. 


The Irifh Government have been much 
blamed by all fides for their treatment of the 
Roman Catholics; if you could do any thing 
in their behalf at this time you would feel the 
advantage of it in the progrefs of the bills; it 

is 
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is under confideration here to repeal the act of 
Queen Anne, refpecting the forfeited eftates. 
Ihave much to fay upon the fubject, but you 
will find the fubftance of my plan, ina note, in 
my “ Defence of the Quebec AG,” publifhed 
when that act paffed ; it isintitled “ the Juftice 
and Policy, &c. vindicated.” Watfon, the 
Bookfeller, in Capel-ftreet, has them. I beg 
my refpects to my Lord Lieutenant, and am, 


Dear Sir, &c. &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 


No. XXIII. 
JoWiuw Knox, £. 
Dublin Gaftle, 10th May, 1778. 


SIR, 
I LAST night received, by exprefs, your 


letter of the 4th inftant, communicating to me, 
for the information of my Lord Lieutenant, the 
particulars which pafledin aconference between 

you 
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youand the iron and hemp manufa hurers de- 
puties, and defiring an opinion from hence 
upon the propotition intended to remove the 

bjetion made by the feveral tradere and 2 

i, objection made by the feveral traders and ma 
ey nufaQurers interefted in the bills now before 
en! the Britith Parliament, viz. “ That all Irith 
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fome other members of the fir confequence 
in the Houfe of Commons, of the import of 
our letter. And I dif patch this to you, at 
their defire, by a meflenger, to acquaint you, 
that none of thofe gentlemen have, nor have 
i, the {mallet apprehenfion that a propofition 
{o reafonable, and upon which meafures of 
great national importance will de spend, can 
fail_of being BSB zal adopted by this Houfe 

of Commons. I therefore w ith you would have 

bills drawn in Ex — and the draughts Sent 
ever, asthe beft mode of informing us what it 
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is precifely that you expect from our Parlia- 
ment ; and I am the more defirous of receiving 
the information of what is expefted. by Great 
Britain in this mode, as thefe being money 
pills, cannot, if we fhould miftake your inten- 
tions, be altered when fent to England, with- 
out great inconvenience; and as the feffion is 
drawing towards a conclufion, there will be no 
time for explanations. 


I have given direCions to the meffenger who 
brings the letter to wait your orders, and I wifh 
to receive the draughts of the bills we are to 
pafs by him as foon as they can be prepared, 
and you fhall fee the biils you are pafling are 
fafe with you. 


I am direGled by my Lord Lieutenant to make 
his acknowledgments for the affifiance you have 
given, and your attention to him in this bufine/s ; 
and am, 


SIR, 


Your moft obedient, 


Humble fervant, 
R. HERON. 


To 
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No. XXIV. 


To the Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 


Whitehall, May 14, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

YOUR letter by exprefs arrived very for- 
tunately. The violence of fome of our friends 
excited fuch a jealoufy of the determined pur- 
pofe of the gentlemen conneted with Ireland, 
to carry matters with a high hand, and allow 
no compromife or modification, that a {pirit was 
rifing which would foon have put an end to all 
our expectations. Mr. Robinfon told me on 
Wednefday, that he had received more than 
twenty meflages from gentlemen who had voted 
for the commitment of the bills, acquainting 
him that they had done fo with a view of giv- 
ing fomething to Ireland; but as they under- 
{ftood a// was meant to be contended for, they 
would now vote for their reje€tion : I immedi- 
ately fent to Mr. Gafcoyne, who had taken a 
ftrong part againft the import bill, and he was 
fo obliging to come to me. He told me he had 
been with the Manchefter and Liverpool peo- 
ple, and that, finding their ftrength, they were 
determined that day to put a fhort queftion 


upon the import bill. 
I will 
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I will not trouble you with a detail of our 
converfation ; but it ended in my propofing to 
except, out of the export bill, cottons of all deno- 
minations mixed or unmixed, German linens, 
printed or ftained, ditto gunpowder, gla/s, hops, 
beaver wool, hats, coals, woollen manufacture in 
all its branches. ‘The fugars, he contended, 
could not be given up without drawing on the 
intire ruin of Liverpool and Lancafter ; but 
if they were excepted he had a good argument 
to ufe for the allowance of the exports, which 
was, that the bulky goods remaining, freight 
for their manufactures would be always had 
at an eafy rate, and that would fecure them a 
market. I would have offered an additional 
duty on the fugars directly imported, and gave 
him the inclofed paper as a propofition ; but 
nothing would be admitted but an abfolute ex- 
ception. He went however from me in fo 
good a temper, that he perfuaded the com- 
mittee for oppofing the bills, to avoid coming 
to a queftion that day ; and meeting Sir Lucius 
O’Brien, a propofal for accommodation was 
taken into confideration, and the gentlemen 
of Ireland fummoned to meet next morning 
at Lord George Germaine’s office ; the refult of 
that meeting was, to endeavour to obtain the 

export 
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export bill, with the exceptions | have men- 
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tioned; but a point that had been inftfted on 


, 
i 
' = 1 nr ‘ T . ea a 
by the Manchefter people, viz. the taking off 
| " y ¢ = . oi" -_- 7 f : y C* y 7 ve C ’ - } .* 
the duty On che exportation Of yarn trom Ire- 


land, was to be refifted. 


This day the committee on the import bill 
adjourned till Monday fe’nnight, in order to 
give an opportunity for the export bill to make 
a progrefs in the mean time. And if it paffes, 
with the exceptions I mentioned, I imagine 
the import bill will not be deferred to the next 
feflion. ‘The taking off the duty upon the yarn 
is {till contended for ; but I have no doubt the 
Manchefter people will be beat upon the 
queition. 


I give this hafty account, that you may be 
able to judge of the ftate of things, and form 
your minds to receive with thankfulnefs what 
it is likely will be granted, which, in truth, is 
more than | expected, after the imprudent in- 
terference of the friends of Ireland, as they 
called them/e/ues. I beg my beft refpects to my 


Lord Lieutenant; and am, &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 


The 


The paper inclofed with the foregoing. 


There is, at prefent, no Weft-India commo- 
dities imported into the weitern part of ireland. 
The inhabitants of that part of Ireland confume 
no rum, and fcarcely any fugar; whatever 
therefore of thofe commodities may be import- 
ed into thofe parts will be an increafe of the 
prefent confumption, and no diminution of the 
trade from London, Briftol and Liverpool, to 
Ireland. 


Sugars, if direily imported into Ireland, 
would now pay god. per cwt. more duty than 
fugars imported from England. An additional 
duty of 16d. upon fugars imported direCily, 
added to the prefent duty, will prevent any 
part of Ireland that now imports fugars from 
England from importing them dire@tly, and 
tote ake the trade, with refpe& to them, will 
continue on its prefent footing. But the wei- 
tern parts may find it for their advantage to 
pay the additional duty, and open a direct 
trade with the Weft Indies. 


It 
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It is therefore propofed that an additional 
duty of 16d. per cwt. be laid in Ireland upon 
all fugars imported directly from the plantations 
into Ireland, and that no duty be repaid upon 
the re-exportation of refined fugars from Ire- 
land to the plantations. 


No. XXV. 
Right Honourable Mr. HExon. 
Whitehall, 16th May, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 

IN my letter by laft night’s poft I gave you 
fome account of what had paffed in the Houfe 
of Commons, and at the meetings which had 
been held with the oppofers of the bills for the 
purpofe of accommodation. 


The export billis to be read the fecond time 
on Monday, and to be committed on Tuefday ; 
Mr. Wetherall is employed in the mean time 
to prepare an exact {tate of the duties the Par- 
liament of Ireland is to impofe on goods ex- 
ported, in order to make the charge equal to that 
which the Englifh goods carry out with them 
agreeable to what has been agreed on, but as 

that 


L 239.44 

that will take fome time, and you mui then 
pafs bills in confequence, we are apprehentive 
the Parliament here will not fit long enough to 
admit of thofe bills arriving here, and we doubt 
if the Houfe of Commons will pafs the expert 
bill upon the credit of our undertaking that 
{uch duties fhall be laid. To obviate this diffi- 
culty, we have thought of propofing a claufe 
to be inferted in the export bill, reftraining in 
effet the operation of that bill until your Par- 
liament fhall have impofed fuch duties; and [I 
fend you a draught of a claufe which Lord 
Nugent, Sir Lucius O’Brien and myfelf, think 
will anfwer the purpofe: but as the ground is 
very delicate, and if it fhould excite any jea- 
loufy in Ireland, the mifchief would be great, 
we think it beft to fend it to you by your mef- 
fenger for your confideration, or alteration in 
what manner you may think proper: but we 
beg you would return it, or what you think 
would be more fit in the place of it, as expe- 
ditioufly as poffible, that the paffage of the 
bill may not be delayed; for it mutt be added 
in the Houfe of Commons, and the third read- 

ing of the bill kept back for it. 

l am, | | 

Dear Sir, &c. &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 

No. 
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No. XX VI. 
Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 


Whitehall, oth May, 1748. 
Dear Sir, 

I AM at Lord Nugent’s with Sir John Bla- 
quiere and Mr. Burke, celebrating the paflage 
of the export bill through the committee with 
the exceptions I mentioned. A claufe was pro- 
pofed, requiring a duty upon Irifh linen yarn 
exported to England to be taken off, as the 
condition of granting the liberty of exporting 
the manufactures not excepted, but I have the 
pleafure to inform you it was rejeCed by a ma- 
jority of 79 to 33. Lord North diftinguifhed 
himfelf as a patron of the bill, and an oppofer 
of the claufe, and every gentleman who could 
have been expeCted from conne€tion or fitua- 
tion to take a part, fhewed a zeal that expreffed 
their attachment to the caufe of Ireland ; thofe 
e{pecially in whofe company I write took a 
very warm part, that it was alfo an able one 
no body will doubt. 


I think the bill is pretty fafe, though not out 
of danger, and I fend you this account by ex- 


prefs 


Leer J 


prefs to quiet your apprehenfions and keep up 
your {pirits, but not to remove your anxiety 
entirely ; for as ¢7me is our adverfary, there is 
no laying what advantage our opponents may 
make of fuch an ally. 


I am, 
Dear Sir, &c. &c. &c. 
WILL. KNOX, 


P.S. The bill for repealing the a@t of Queen 
Anne,refpecting thelrifh Roman Catholics, was 
read a fecond time this day without oppofition. 


No. XXVILI. 
WILiiaM Knox, £/. 


Dear Sir, 


I YESTERDAY received your letter of 
the 14th, by the mail, and by the meffen- 
ger that of the 16th, inclofing a claufe pro- 
pofed to be inferted in your export bill. In 
my former letters to you, upon this fubjed, | 
had mentioned that there was no doubt but 
the Parliament of Ireland would chearfully 
concur in your propofition for equalizing the 
duties on goods to be exported from hence, un- 
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der your a&t, to thofe which the Englifh goods 
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carry out with them. but as you think it may 


be expected the claufe you fent me, and which | 
6) hen ke . re . oh ~ e 
fhall return, fhould be inferted in the act, | 


| 
conferred to-day in the Speaker's chamber 
with many of the principal gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons, as well thofe who are the 


- - -« . rf ‘ ; pa ‘ de 
particular friends. of Government, as thofe who 
have not any immediate conne@tion with Ad- 


miniftration, and am perfuaded, from what 
pafied, that our Parliament would immediately 
lay fuch duties upon the goods to be export- 


ed from hence, by virtue of your export bill, 
as this claufe is calculated to obtain. It was 
therefore the wifh.of gentlemen the bill fhould 
pafs without a claufe, which feems to exprefs 


. 


a doubt of the Parliament here doing what is 
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ceffary, as Ireland hopes for further benefits, 


and cannot be fo impolitic as to forfeit her claim 
to them, by an ill ufe of what is now to be 
sranted. However, if the claufe is infifted upon, 
the gentlemen feemed of opinion the imfert- 
1x it could not occafion diffatisfaction here 
on the ground you mention, and in what- 
ever way you pafs the bill it 1s defired that 
the moft exa& account may be fent of the 
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duties and taxes, the goods, &c. imported from 
Great Britain, ftand charged with, including 
the duties or taxes paid upon the fabric or im- 
portation thereof, or the materials thereof, and 
not drawn back upon exportation, that the Par- 
liament, in laying on the duties here, may be 
fure they proceed corredlly in it. 


Imufé not conceal that the long train of excep- 
trons in this bill, particularly that refpecting cot- 
ton, and the poftponing the import bill to the next 
Jelfion, were, after the high expectations, con- 
cetved a very great difappointment here, but tn 
this difappointment they do not forget the firenuous 
efforts of their friends, and feem extremely fen/ible 
of their exertion and zeal through the whole of 
this moft important bufine/s. 


Jam, dear Sir, 
With great refpe& and efteem, 
Your moft faithful, 


And obedient fervant, 


R. HERON. 
Dublin Caftle, 
224 May, 1778. 
2 No 
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No. XXVIIE. 


To Witt1aM Knox, £/4; 


Dear Sir, 


I AMexceedingly obliged by your letter o the 
19th, acguainting me the export bill had gone 
through the Committee. 1 tope it will proceed 
without farther amendments. "The Speaker 
fhewed me to-day a printed bill with the excep- 
tions as propofed, and copies of the provifoes, 
of all which he approves; aud now people's 
minds begin too cool, they are fenfible of the advan- 
tages you have procured to this country ;—1 mean 
all reafonable people, who will foon fatisfy the 
reft how thankful they ought to be to England 
for thefe conceffions, and to the friends of this 
country for having procured them. But the 
unanimity with which the refolutions paffed 
had flattered Ireland every thing would be 
eranted, and being afterwards alarmed with the 
apprehenfion of lofing every thing, the minds 
of people of all ranks were ftrangely agitated, 
and the lower order feeling at the fame time 

ereat 
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great diftrefs from the fcarcity of provifions, 
and the want of work, it is certain the difap- 
pointment would have produced a violent con- 
vuifiom in this kingdom. The crifis of this 


fever is paffed ; that which will 


be produced by 
agitating queitions refpecting the Popery Laws 
will, Ifee, be very violent, but does not feem 
of fo dangerous a tendency as the other. The 
queftion is between the individuals of the fame 
country, and the party which is beat will have 
only to lament its being the weaker. The other 
would have become a queftion, and an ugly one 
as it fhould feem, between nation and nation. 
Mr. Gardiner will, I believe, move to-morrow 
for leave to bring in heads of a bill for relief of 
his Majefty’s Roman Catholic fubjects of Ire- 
land. He is not yet determined what to pro- 
pofe; there isa general idea of putting the Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland upon the fame footing 
with the RomanCatholics of England. Goyern- 
ment will fupport the motion for leave to bring 
in heads of a bill. There will be a ftrong op- 
pofition againft any alteration whatever, anda 
violent one againtt repealing the gavelling 
claufe, which the Roman Catholics abhor, and 
their oppofers, even moderate men, confider 


as the palladium of Ireland. It will therefore 
be 
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J 
be very difficult to get rid of this claufe ; but, 
having done that, you will be fuppofed to 
have done every thing, and may, in another 
feffion, blot the word Papift out of their fta- 
tutes. I conclude your Parliament will foon 
rife; when we fhall be able to do the fame one 
cannot even conjecture. 
I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, 
And faithful humble fervant, 


Dublin Cafile, RO BER OS 
24th May, 1778. 


No. XXIX. 
Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 


Soho Square, May 26th, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 


THE meflenger that had the care of your 
letter of the 22d inftant did not deliver it to 
me before eight o'clock laft night. An accident 
that had happened to me that morning con- 
fined me at home, but I had the pleafure to 
hear the export bill was read the third time in 

the 
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the Houfe of Commons, and carried up to the 
Lords time enough to receive a firft reading 
that day. Ido not apprehend it will meet with 
any material oppofition in its pafflage through 
the Houfe of Lords. Sir Lucius O’Brien fent the 
Speaker a copy of the bill after the report of 
the Committee, and it has undergone no alte- 
ration, fince you will fee by it that a claufe to 
the effet of the one I fent you, and you re- 
turned, is inferted, and I am ane to find it 
will occafion no jealoufly on y our fide ; it could 


1 


ais it was 


/ 
1 


not be omitted, for you muft con 
not Parliament that required it, or Parliament 
that was to be fatisfied without it, but the ma- 
oes and their reprefentatives. The 

laufe refpecting the iron was alfo req uired by 
eda manufacturers of that commodity, and we 
had much ado to avoid others for the foap and 
cordage. AndintruthI could not blame the 
trades-pe ople for infifting upon better fecurity 
than Sir Lucius’s or my declaration that we 
would reprefent the matter; and even your 
letter to me, though fufficiently fatisfaCtory to 
every pentleiti an in Parliament, was not fuch 
fecurity as manufacturers are accuftomed to 
truft to: however, | am very happy that the 
bufinefs has been carried through even in the 


way it has, and 1 think fuch a foundation 1s 
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laid as we may ereQ an engine upon to pull the 
two tflands together fome time hence, and until 
that happens Ireland will be increafing in 
wealth, population, and revenue. From the de- 
fire you exprefs in your former letter, of having 
an exact itate of the duties you were to impofe 
fent to you, I thought it right to enter into the 
fubjeét with the agents for the feveral manu- 
facturers. Mr. Wetherall’s prefence was a great 
advantage, and he, with the affiftance of an 
able officer belonging to thecuftom-houfe here, 
went through the book of rates, examining and 
comparing the duties in each ifland upon each 
article. ‘The foap proved a difficult one. The 
duty upon barilla imported here is 4s. 6d. per 
cwt. the fame duty is laid in Ireland, but with 
the exception of what may be for the ufe 
of the linen manufacture, under which ex- 
ception the whole imported into Ireland has 
avoided the duty. Such being the cafe I could 
not fet the Irifh duty againft the Britith, yet 
as our object was foap exported, which could 
not be faid to be for the Irifh linen manufac- 
ture, all barilla ufed in making foap for expor- 
tation muft either pay the duties, or the im- 
porters be perjured. The latter, I much fear- 
ed, would be the cafe ; and, therefore, inftead 


of 
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ef making the importer’s oath ftronger, and to 
except foap for exportation, | judged it beft to 
accommodate upon the footing ot the barilla 
duty in Ireland being repe led, in order to fave 
the confciences of my countrymen, without 
prejudice to the revenue. The next difficulty 
re{fpecting this article was, the duty upon tal- 
low exported from Ireland ; for the Briftol and 
Lancafhire foap-makers declared that the 
greate{t part of the foap they exported to the 
Weft Indies was made of Irifh tallow, it being 
ofa harder nature, and therefore kept better 
in a hot climate than either Englith or Rutfflia 
tallow. This point I would not difcufs ; 1 
fiood to the terms of the agreement, which 
could only mean that matzve commodities fhould 
be fet againft native commodities, and foreign 
againft foreign. "That if they allowed their tal- 
low to be exported to Ireland without any duty, 
then they might complain of the duty upon 
Irith tallow; but as the Irifh could not have 
theirs at any rate, they ought to be thankful to 
the Irith for fuffering them to have theirs at fo 
low a duty as Is. 6d. per cwt. This reafoning 


preyailed, and they gave up the point. 


Another 
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Another charge they had to make was the 
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duty on {tamps of their bonds and certificates, 
écc. all which upon a medium they fairly made 
out amounted to fixpence per hundred; the 
duty on falt ufed in making an hundred of 
foap was threepence; and with the barilla 
duty, which was two fhillings and three-pence 
for half a hundred, made the whole amount to 
three fhillings, which we hada duty of fixpence 
to fet againft. But by much debating we got 
off the ftamp duty; and by reprefenting that our 
foap-boilers made ufe of kelp inftead of barilla, 
and that our foap was inferior to theirs, they 
were brought to agree that we fhould lay an 
additional duty of one fhilling and fixpence 
{rifh on all our foap exported to the colonies ; 
and that if the Parliament thought fit to take 
off the duty on barilla imported, it was not to 
afie& the agreement. ‘This I thought a good 
bargain for Ireland, e{pecially as Iam certain 
barilla muft be ufed by the Irifh foap-boilers 
for what they fend to the Weft Indies ; but it 


N 
mI 


is fair to Lord Nugent and Sir Lucius that I 
fhould tell you, they did not go with me entire! 
in this bargain. Lord Hillfborough, whom I 
have fince talked with on the fubjeQ, thinks 
you ought to lay on a much higher duty, as 

10ap 


| eet] 
foap is a material for the linen manufaQure, 
and a large exportation might injure it. Candles 
you have a fhilling per hundred on, and there 
is no duty upon candles exported from Great 
Britain; but from compaflion to the Lanca- 
fhire people, who convinced me they now ex- 
ported candles made of Irifh tallow, to the 
amount of ten thoufand pounds, and perhaps 
out of a little policy to foften the refentment of that 
country, 1 promifed I would recommend it to 
you to lay fixpence per cwf. more on Irifh can- 
dles, but I undertook nothing. The cordage 
would have been a greater difiiculty than the 
foap, if Lord North had not removed the ob- 
jeGion. Hemp paysa duty upon importation 
here, and all cordage, except what is exported 
to the colonies, has a bounty equal to it. Any 
duty that you might lay could eafily be evaded 
by declaring the cordage to be for the fhip’s 
{tores; and it is known that you do now fend 
cordage to the colonies 2 that way. A duty 
equal to that paid here upon the importation of 
hemp I would not hear of; and I knew the 
duty on hemp imported here could not be 
given up, and therefore the only way of accom- 
modating both Gdes was to extend the bounty 


to Britifh cordage exported to the colonies ; 
and 





and upon my ftating the matter to Lord North, 
he at once agreed to tt with that cheerfulnefs 
with which he has done every thing for Ireland this 
Selfion it was poffible to expect. 'The leather, 
which is almoft the only remaining article on 
which Ireland has not as high or higher duties 
upon exportation than remain here, has been 
fettled by Mr. Wetherall: no agent appeared 
for the manufaCturers, and therefore we could 
not make an agreement. In the whole pro- 
erefs of this bufinefs, and in the condué of all 
future matters of the kind, the want of a Board 
of ‘Trade or other office in Ireland, to tranfaQ 
with, has been, and mutt be feverely felt. In- 
deed the Speaker and Sir Lucius O’Brien have 
moft kindly fupplied the defe@ in the prefent 
inftance ; but you muft not always expect the 


? 
f 
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two gentlemen who mott poffefs the confidence 
ot the Houfe of Commons on commercial fub- 
jects, will take the fame trouble upon all future 
occafions. The advantage you will make of 
the conceffions obtained for you will much 
depend upon the regulations trade is put un- 
der ; and a receptacle and depo/it for commercial 
Knowledge is the only means of colleCting and 
bringing into ufe the information upon which 
fuch regulations ought to be founded. You 

will 
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will therefore, I hope, pardon me for hinting 
to you the propriety of followiug thefe concef- 
fions on the part of England, by the appoint- 
ment of a Chamber of Commerce, or Board of 
Trade, or fome fuch like office, to fuperintend 
your trade, to watch over the laws pafied here, 
and to colle@tinformation by correfponding with 
all parts to which you can carry ona trade. I 
will now put an end to this long epiftle, by 
requefting you to prefent my beft refpets to 
my Lord Lieutenant, and humble thanks for 
the obliging notice he has taken of my little 
endeavours to promote his Excellency’s wifhes 
for the advantage of Ireland, and begging you 
to believe me with great regard, 


Dear Sir, &c. 
WiLL. KONE, 


P.S. The fifhery and the fhip claufe were 
not objected to. By the Newfoundland fifhery 
returns it appears there have been two thoufand 
more Irtfh employed there in each year fince the 
liberties granted to Ireland than before. 


No. 
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Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 


Whitehall, 28th May, 1448. 


Dear Sir, 


NO circumftance has arifen in the Houfe of 
Commons ‘on the fecond reading or commit- 
ment of the export bill that would have piven 
occafion to me to trouble you with another let- 
ter, after the very long one I difpatched by 


~= 
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your mefienger on Tela: iy evening. The fhare 
I have been obliged to » take in the Infh bufi- 
nefs has, however, led /eme perjons here to ima- 
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with you upon every matter of imports ince fo 
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hat is in agitation here ; and there- 
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fore I am now to vive you iome account of the 
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The one for repea ling the firft of Queen 
Anne I apprized you of in a former letter, as 
intended to remove an obitruction. out of the 


way of the Irith Parliament to their extending 
the rights of men to the Roman Catholics ; and 
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at the fame time give a ftrong intimation of the 


fenfe 
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fenfe of Parliament here, that fuch ufe oucht 
to be made of it. The fentiments of indivi- 
duals correfponded with the public meafure ; 
fearce a member fpoke again{t the export or 
import bills but reprobated the Irifh policy of 
opprefling and rendering ufelefs the better half€ 
of the inhabitants. How can that government, 
it was faid, complain of narrow and confined 
conduct in England towards them, when they 
perfift in a plan infinitely more narrow and 
perfecuting with regard to their own people. 
But another ftep has been taken by Parliament 
here that will operate more powerfully than 
the intimation conveyed by the bill I have 
mentioned. Another bill has been brought in 
for relieving the Roman Catholics of Great 
Britain from many of the reftraints and hard- 
fhips laid upon them by the laws of this coun- 
try; and I have the fatisfaCtion to tell you that 
this bill paffed the Houfe of Commons with 
only one diffenting voice ; and has been read 
twice, and yefterday went through the Com- 
mittee of the Lords» without any material 
amendment or alteration. Both bills have 
been fupported-by the whole Bench of Bifhops, 
and the Diffenters have been zealous promoters 
of them, as a proof of the liberality of their 

fentiments, 
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fentiments, and an inducement to grant them 
indulgences they have heretofore in vain foli- 
cited. if this example fhould fail of influenc- 
ing the Irfh Parliament to take fome {tep in 
favour of the Irifh Roman Catholics, their 


want of liberality will bring on them the re- 
proach of even the Scotch Prefbyterians, who 
have gone cheerfully with the Britith meafure. 

fequence than reproach will 


follow to Ireland, if their bigotry gets the bet- 


But a worfe con 


ter of their policy : every Roman Catholic of 
property will quit the kingdom and remove 
into Great Britain. The liberties juft granted 
to you in trade will be of no advantage; for 
you will neither have money to carry on an 
extenfive commerce, nor hands to employ. I 
inclofe the copies of the bills, that the gentle- 
men of Ireland may fee what is doing here ; 
and I flatter myfelf they will adopt the mea- 
fure, and not fuffer this feffion to pafs over 
without manifefting to their countrymen an 
equal regard for their happinefs as the Britith 
Parliament has teftified. 
Iam, 


Dear Sir, &c. 
WILL. KNOX, 


No. 
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No. XXXII. 
To Wiiuram Knox, &£/9; 


Dear Sir, 


SIR Lucius O’Brien, Mr. Wetherall, and 
Mr. Fofter, the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, have, with the aififtance of 
the Attorney General and the Commifiioners of 
the Revenue, fettled the duties which are to be 
laid on fuch articles of the manufacture and 
produce of the kingdom, as are by the act you 
have paffed this feffion permitted to be exported 
from hence to the Plantations in America, the 
Weft Indies, and to Africa, fo as to raife the 
duties here on thofe articles to as high an 
amount as articles of the fame quality exported 
from Great Britain are chargeable. with; and 
the Attorney General has prepared heads of a 
bill, which will be brought into the Houfe 
to-day, for laying on thofe duties. This ope- 
ration has been a difficult one, zotwith/tanaing 
all the affiftance you have givenus. But I believe, 
fom the abilities and care of the gentlemen 
who have been employed in it, that it will be 


found properly executed, and conformable to 
the 
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the intention of the Britith legiflature, and of 
the manufaCturers in Great Britain, fo as to en- 
title Ireland to the fill benefit of your export 


act. 


The raifing duties here upon articles carrying 
out a charge in their export from England to as 
high an amount as thofe articles carry out from 
England, is a meafure required by the Britifh 
act of Parliament. And as that a@ has given 
to Ireland the full liberty of exporting to the 
fame plantations the produce or manufaCture 
to Ireland, certain articles excepted, and all 
goods the produce or manufa@ure of Great 
Britain, certain articles excepted, and all cer- 
tificate goods, fome gentlemen here have 
thought that, according to the principles of 
equality profeffed by your export act, thefe 
feveral articles fhould be exported from hence 
upon the fame terms as they are exported from 
Great Britain, according to the fcheme I inclofe, 
and they have brought in heads of a bill for 
that purpofe. 


I acquainted+thefe gentlemen that notwith- 
{tanding the feeming equity of this propofition, 
as my Lord Lieutenant had noinftru€tions upon 
the fubjedt, and as it was no part of what is 

required 


Lae. 3 

required by the Britith a@, his Excellency could 
neither juffer it to be implicated in that a@ with 
the other propofition, nor could hé give any 
countenance to fucha bill, as it was impoflible 
to forefee what objection might arife to it in 
England. His Excellency could therefore 
neither permit the bill for raifing the duties (in 
which no alteration could be made in Eng- 
land, it being a money bill) to be hazarded by 
the infertion of any thing not required by the 
Britifh aét, nor could any way concur in their 
meafure, as the doing fo might be deemed the 
holding out a falfe expeCtation, if there fhould 
appear to the Britith miniftry any reafons for re- 
jecting their bill. They have, however, prepared 
and brought in heads of fuch a bill, in as 
guarded a manner as could be done, and it 
muft take its chance in England. You will 
judge of the propriety of the meafure by the inclofed 
papers, and I trouble you with them now, that you 
may confider the propriety of it when the bills fhall 
be tranf{mitted from the council. 


You have, I doubt not, heard of the auk- 
ward ftate of the bill for the relief of the 
Roman Catholics of this kingdom. The opf- 
pofers of this bill grew every day more warm, 

R 2 till, 
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till, contrary to what there was reafon to exper, 
they joined the Prefbyterians, and to aie ther in- 
ferted a claufe for repeal of the facramental 
teft, enacted here by the 2d of Anne, intitled 
«¢ An act to prevent the further growth of po- 
“ pery,” the law which created the difabilities, 
the prefent bill intended to remove. They in- 
troduced this claufe from an opinion that the 
repeal of the teft would be difagreeable to Go- 
vernment, and therefore obftrua the bill. If 
the bill returns from England without this 
claufe, there will be difficulty in carrying it 
through the Commons ; if with the claufe, in 
carrying it through the Lords. The hiftory of 
this teft law is, that it was tacked to the fe- 
cond of Anne in England with a view to oc- 
cafion that law being thrown out upon its 
return hither. ‘The repeal of the teft is now 
tacked to the heads of this bill, for relief againft 
thofe difabilities, with a view to oceafion its 
being thrown out in England, or rejected here 
by the Lords. 
J am, Sir, 
With great refpect, 
Your moft obedient, 
Tumble fervant, 


Dublin Caftle, 


June 24, 177%. RK HERON. 


No. 
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To Wiiiram Knox, &/g. 


Dear Sir, 

THE meffenger who will deliver you this 
carries over feveral bills, of which two are our 
export bills. My Lord Lieutenant has wrote to 
the Lord Prefident, Lord North and Lord 
Weymouth upon the fubje@t, and has farnifhed 
their Lordfhips, in addition to his private letter, 
with an explanation of the principles of the 
bills, and I fhall enclofe to you a copy of that 
paper. In my letter to Mr. Robinfon I have 
referred him to my laft letter to you. By mif- 
take a copy of the bill for equalizing the duties 
is not made, which I alfo intended to enclofe 
to you. Our manufaatures here are ina moft 
wretched fituation, and we have now reafon 
to apprehend very bad confequences from the 
inability of the matters to continue their jour- 
neymen at the loom. They have been fup- 
ported a long time by fub{criptions, which are 
now exhaufted; and the matters alledge they 
have an uncommon ftock on hand and no 
money, fo that there is reafon to apprehend 


fome diforder. This country had means of 
conveying 
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conveying their manufaétures abroad, which 
have been {topped, and if their ports are not 
now opened, the country muift be undone. 
There has, however, within thefe few days, 
been a confiderable rife in the linen, which 
may have fome effeQ. J hope there will not 
be found any reafon for rejecting either of the 
export bills. I with you would fee his Excel- 
lency’s private letter refpeCting the bills, for I 
have not time to fend you a copy of it. 


—— a 


I am, 
Your moft obedient, 
Humble fervant, 


R. HERON. 
Dublin Caftle, 


ad Tubr, I 7‘ ; 


No. XXXIII. 


Zo Wiuutam Knox, E77. 
Dear Sir, 


LORD Nugent has wrote to our Speaker, de- 
firing fome perfon might be fent from hence to 
folicit and explain the export bills which were 
fent by the meffenger laft night. If there was 


any 
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any perfon here competent to the undertaking, vf 
that could be prevailed on to go, my Lofd 
Lieutenant would moft readily fend him over, 
but there really is not. And I fhould hope the id 
explanation which his Excellency has tranf- Sep 
mitted with the bills, of which I have fent f 
you a copy, and that I now enclofe, would, | af 
with your friendly atd, be fafficient for the pur- 
pote. th 


1 am therefore direéted by my Lord Lreuienant 3 i 
toreque/t you will be fo kind as to grve us your beft ee 
fervices upon the occafion. Lam fenfible I need not a 
mention any inducement toyou ; but really the flate i} 
of our manufactures ts fuch as requeres every idea i 
of benefit fhould be held out to this country, which —¥ 
can with propriety be done, in order to keep up 
the fpirits of people, which are much affeCted ; fahfl 
and if all profpe@ of advantage from your ex- 
port bill fhould be loft by the rejection of the eat 
bills fent from hence, it might have a very ill a 
effe& here, the bills being for fo {hort a time; i i | 
and as any thing which may want correcting | 
may be done in the next feffion of this Parlia- 
ment, his Excellency hopes no difficulty can be 
made to the pafling them. 
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As I have corre/ponded with you upon the for- 
mer part of this bufine/s, I do not trouble Sir Grey 
Cooper or Mr. Robinfon upon the fubjet, knowing 
it will be communicated more effectually to them by 
you than any thing I could write. 


I enclofe herewith copies of the heads of the 
bills, and a ftate, explaining the duties, which 
are granted by the bill. 


I prefume it may be neceffary to have a foli- 
citor appointed to attend the progrefs of this 
bufinefs, as it may meet with obftruGion from 
the manufacturers of Great Britain. And ] 
truft you will be fo kind as to appoint a fo- 
licitor for this purpofe, to whom | will be an- 
{werable for the fees he thall pay to Counfel, 
and all other expenfe that fhall be incurred. 


I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 


Humble fervant, 


Dublin Caftle, 
Ful) 4, 1778. R. HERON. 


Noa. 


No. XXXIV. 
Right Henourable Mr. HERON. 


Whitehall, 6th Fuly, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 


1 HAVE this moment received your favour 
of the 2d inftant by the meffenger, and am glad 
to find the bills are arrived of which you gave 
me an account in a former letter. ‘That for 
equalizing the duties, by augmenting thofe pay- 
able in Ireland, correfponds entirely with the 
conditions of the Englifh a@, and the traders 
to whom I communicated the copy you fent 
object to nothing but the want of an additional 
fixpence upon candles. That omiffion will not, 
however, obftruct the return of the bill. The 
other bill is an extenfion of the principle on 
which the firft is founded, and in moft parts 
will, I think, be acquiefced in by the traders ; 
but there is one particular which will require 
fome alteration. "The reduction of the prefent 
duties on Irith manufaCtures exported from Ire- 
land, to a level with the duties paid on the ex- 
port of fimilar manufa@ures of Englifh fabrick 
from England, is confiftent with the idea of 
equality adopted in the former cafe. But when 
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the Irith materials pay a duty upon their export 


to England, and the manufacture from Eng- 
fand carries out that duty, if the Irith manufac- 
ture pays none, Re Irifh will evidently have 


7 
mn advantage over the Eng elifh manufadure, 


x 


both being made ze! the fame Trifh matertals. 
The inftance of tallow and candles will ex- 
plain my meaning ; pik in yee to thofe ar- 
ticles, fam pretty fure the Privy Council will 
not confent to your taking off the one wean 
per cwl.* now charged upon peice: if 
continue the 3s. 6d. on tallow fent to Enel: ad 
and how extraordinary muft it appear to the 
traders to find, inftead of an additional duty of 
Gd. the old duty of 1s. 6d. we told them of 
taken off? If this bill for takin r2 off duties be 
a money bill, I do not know how to fave it ; 
but there are two wa ys of amending it, if it be 
amendable. The one is, to infert in the lift of 
exceptions candles and every other article 
which pays a duty either upon its material or 
manufacture upon its export to England. The 
other, to take off the duty upon fuch, or its 
material going to England. If you have any 
means of doing either by an additional bill, I 
can get this bill kept back until fuch an one 
¢an arrive. 


* This was a miftake in the copy fent me. 
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The Roman Catholics’ bill is, I think, in 
jeopardy. Lord George Germaine has acquain- 
ted my Lord Lieutenant with what paffed upon 
the tubjeci on Thurfday. Inftead of repealing 
the teit entirely, | have propofed a partial repeal 
in re{pect to military commiffions, to fhew con- 
fidence in the Diffenters by trufting them with 
the fword; at the fame time, the church and 
civil government would remain fafe from their 
interference. I propofed to add alfo a repeal of 
the Churchwardens’ oath and qualification, fo 
far as to enable the Diffenters to execute the 
office themfelves, and fave the expenfe of de- 
puties ; and znzdeed all chriftians ought to join in 
taking away the oath ; for no man can now take it 
without expofing him/elf to ruin by comphing with, 
or perjury by evading 1t™. 


I give you this information from myfelf 
upon the inftant, for there are no minifters in 
town, and therefore I do not wifh this letter to 
be confidered as containing any opinions but 
my own. 


The feveral matters I have written to you 
upon in the courfe of laft feffions will probably 


* The Primate has fince difpenfed with the oath. 
ry come 


Hs 4) 





SE. 


¥ 
a} 
ath 
aah 
; 
ih 


s “ss 
— = - 


— gee ee ee 
ee ee 


Ss, SS 





~ x. _—= —s + . > em = 
en A = SS DS = 2 er ~ 
tt >. it Seon —s~ —,- 
ae a, = wt s — —_ 
. - < -_ Sov eS - 2 ae — 
- ~~ _ —a “2 ‘ _—— o 


E263 j 


come again into difcuffion : and as I have ! 
no copies of my letters,  muft beg the fax 
of you to fend me copies when your off 
people are at leifure. 


I beg my refpetts to my Lord Lieutenant, 
and am, 


Dear Sir, &c. &c. 


WILL KNOX. 


No. XXXV. 


Jo Wiutiam Knox, £/7. 


i.) 
14> a i oe 
Dear Sir, 


a 


I HAVE confulted with fuch gentlemen 
who are in town, that are converfant with 
the fubject of your letter, and we have looked 
over the two bills refpecting the exports from 
this kingdom (Sir Lucius O’Brien being one of 
thofe gentlemen), from which it feems that the 
objection made with refpe& to candles is not 
founded, as candles are included in the excep- 

tions 
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tions in the fecond bill; fo that if the firft 
which is for raifing the duties, 
onable, it follows that,*candles being exc 


Taiitti 


( 
in the fecond bill, there is nothing in that bill 


to affect the principles of the firit ; and there 


do not occur to us any other article to which 


the principle of your objection can be applied. 


It is difficult to fay abfolutely whether the 
fecond bill would be confidered by the Houfe 
asa Money Bill or not, as I find gentlemen 
differ upon that queftion. If it could be pafied 
without any alterations it would be very hap- 
py ; but if it cannot, as the whole is upon @ 
principle of liberality to Ireland, it ought to be 
received with good humour; and if the altera- 
tions appear evidently neceffary to the equality 
intended by both kingdoms, they may be ac- 
quiefced in, ‘f the Houfe can confider the bill 
as a bill of regulation; but it is hoped the 
alterations may be as few as poflible. 


The bill for relief of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland is certainly embarrafling, and produces 
fach a variety of fentiments here that it 1s ex- 
tremely difficult to give any opinion upon the 
fabjed. Lcan only fay, that whatever meafure 
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is adopted, it will be fupported by my Lord 


Lieutenant to the amount of his power. 


I could not anfwer your letter fooner, as the 
gentlemen with whom it was neceffary for me 
to confult were moft of themin the country. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, 


And obedient, 
Humble fervant, 


Dublin Gaftle, 
July 2%, 1778, R. HERON. 


No. XXXVI. 


Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 
Whitehall, 16th July, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 


[AM glad to find, by looking into the bill 
itfelf, that the alarm I had taken becaufe of the 
new claufe in the copy tranfmitted to me in 
your laft, has not really been inferted in the 
equalizing duty bill ; where the clerk who 
made that copy for me got the claufe I cannot 

com- 


L271 
comprehend, but I truft he will be more care- 
fulin future not to infert in his copies things 
that are not in the original. Another miftake I 
find was made in the copy fent me of the trade 
bill, by omitting candles amongft the excepted 
articles, which I find are excepted in the origi- 
nal; and it is difagreeable enough to refle@t 
that all the uneafinefs I felt upon both ac- 
counts proceeded from the carelefinefs of the 
copier. I have the pleafure to tell you the 
equalizing duty bill has, with a {mall amend- 
ment in expreffion only, paffled the Council, 
but the trade bill is poftponed, as I told you it 
would be; the Attorney General has however 
ftated an objeCtion which goes to the whole of 
the bill, and that is, that the duties reduced are 
laid by the at of Charles the Second, and con- 
fequently what revenue would arife from them 
would be hereditary, and alfo that the boun- 
ties and drawbacks are made payable out of 
the revenue at large, and fo may be taken out 
of the hereditary revenue. I fhewed him the 
refolution of the Houfe of Commons in anfwer, 
but he will not admit a refolution as a fuffici- 
ent ground to go upon when an act is to be 
repealed ; and he befides alledged fomething 


unfavourable to your good faith, in abiding by 
refoluti- 





ce? | 


refolutions in former cafes; on the whole, 
therefore, I think this bill muft be new mo- 
delled, and that for this feffion you will fee 
no more of it. 
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The Roman Catholic Bill will receive its de- 
cifion this night. ‘The Attorney General’s re- 
port is favourable, but it has loft a friend by 
Lord Gower going into the country. Lord 
George Germaine will give a line to Lord 
Buckingham when the bufinefs is over. | hope 
it will have a favourable iffue, though I much 
fear the contrary. 
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Tam, &c. 


Wot EL, Kw NOX. 


No. XXXVII. 


Jo WiLLiAM Knox, Z/g. 
Dear Sir, 


It is certain the arguments for giving a free 
paffage for Englifh goods through Ireland to 
America and the Colonies, might be applied to 
give a free paffage for Irifh goods through Eng- 
land to the fame places ; but that can only be 

effected 





ae <a 

effeted by an Enclith a@ \king off the import 
duty or giving a bounty or drawback. ‘The 
bill fent over takes off the import duty on 
Englith goods fent to America: England may 
by a law take off her import duty upon Irifh 
goods fent thither; but as Ireland does not 
know what part of the goods which so from 
Ireland to England pafs to America, {lie could 
not, for the purpofe of the American trade 
only, take off the export duties on the goods 
intended for America, without taking off the 
whole. 


Sir Lucius O’Brien mentioned to me his ap- 
prehenfion that the fecond bill, by not except- 
ing the articles on which duties are impofed in 
the firft, may occafion difficulty with re{peat to 
thofe duties. But this doubt is clearly without 
foundation, as the fecond bill only takes off the 
duties from fuch goods as might be lawfully 
exported, whereas iron, the only article not ex- 
cepted, could not be /ew/fu/ly exported without 
paying the duty required by the Britith a@; and 
itis alfo clear that both bills, being of the fame 
feffion, to render them effeGual, muft be con- 
fidered as one bill. AS Lord Lieutenant defrres 
me to make his acknowledgments for all the trou- 

S ble, 
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ble you. are fo kind as to take in this important 
bufine Ss 


And I am, 
Dear Sir, 


Your moft obliged, 


And obedient fervant, 
Dublin Caftle, 


Fuly 16, 1778. R. HERON. 


No. XXXVIII. 
To the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 


Whitehall, Fuly 23, 1778. 
3 oclock, P. M. 


Dear Sir, 


THE Privy Council have this moment de- 
termined upon the bill for the relief of the Ro- 
man Catholics. The bill is to go back without 
any amendment, except leaving out the tacked 
claufe for the repeal of the teft act. This has 
been obtained with much difficulty; and I hope 
you will be able to carry it through upon its are 
rival in its prefent ftate. That you may have the 
earlieft intelligence of this important determi- 

nation, 
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nation, and have time to colle@ your forces 
before the bi!! appears, i fend you this by ex- 
prefs; andI have the pleafure to tell you far- 
ther, that the export bill is in a fair way of 
getting through, with fome amendments which 
I think will not be obje€ed to on your fide. 
The principal objection ftated by the Attorney 
General to the bill as it came over is—the in- 
jury to the hereditary revenue, both in actual 
lofs and prevention of increafe. The refolution 
of the Houfe of Commons he will not allow a 
fufficient fecurity, and therefore, to give it 
force, I have propofed to add to the laft claufe 
fome words, expreflive of the intention of Par- 
liament to make compenfation to the heredi- 
tary revenue, both for the lofs and ‘prevention 
of increafe.—This expedient Lord North ap- 
proves, after hearing a converfation between 
the Attorney General and me of four hours 
laft night upon the fubje@, and the Attorney 
General is to prepare the addition, and the bill 
will pafs next Thurfday. I propofe leaving out 
the claufe that directs bond to be given on the 
export of Irifh manufactures, not excepted, as 
a prejudicial {hackle on your trade; for even 
your linens would be fubje@ to it, and it 
would prevent you of the confumption in the 
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voyage and the private trade with 
perceive your reafons for inferting it, but as 
the addition to be made to the laft claufe will 
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ports be made under colour of going to the Bri- 
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tifh colonies ; and I hope your foreign trade 


Sa 


will increafe by fo faving theduty. I will de- 


4 


tain this intelligence no longer from you than 
to beg you will prefent my beft ref{pects to my 


Lord Lieutenant, and to believe me, 


Your's, &c, &c. 
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No. XXXIX. 
To the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 


St. Famess, Fuly 31, 1778, 


20clock, P. M. 


Dear Sir, 


1 HAVE now the pleafure to inform you 
that the bill for the encouragement of trade is 


pafied 





[ 277 ] 

pafied by the Privy Council with the enclofed 
amendments, and fome literal corre4tions made 
by the Attorney General. The purpofe of 
thefe amendments is to pledge Parliament, by 
the act itfelf, to make good any diminution 
the hereditary revenue may fuftain, by taking 
off the 5 per cent. on the exports, or paying the 
drawbacks znd bounties out of it, and the ex- 
preflions nade ufe of are taken frem the ,efo- 
lution cf the Houfe of Commons, to prevent 
any roffible objection on the part of that Houfe 
to cheir being inferted. The Attorney General 
nad propofed to leave out the words «“ cuf- 
““ toms and excife,” in the claufe that dire@s the 
colleGtors to pay the drawbacks and bounties, 
that the revenue arifing from them might in no 
wife be charged with fuch payments; but I 
thought it unreafonable, (and had the good 
fortune to find Lord North of the fame opi- 
nion) that the branch of the revenue which 
was benefited by the importation fhould be ex- 
empted from the re-payment on exportation, 
and, befides, fuch an. exception would go in 
all future cafes to curb Parliament in making 
arrangements which might be judged neceflary 
for the public good, wherever the hereditary 
revenue might be affected; but I truft the gen- 

tlemen 
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tlemen of the Houf: of Commons will be 
on thisoccafion. They mu ( 
tant it is to the welfare of Ireland that the 
Crown fhould have confidence in their promi- 
fes to make good any lofs the hereditary reve- 
nue may eventually fuffer by ary regulations 
they may make, and they can take no method 
fo efficacious for eftablifhing that confidence 
as making a liberal provifion in the cafe of 


this bill. 


The amendment J told you I intended ‘o 
propofe, in that part of the bill which refpects 
the cautions under which the exports are to be 
made, I found would not be relifhed at pretent, 
asthe Parliament of Ireland had judged them 
proper, and the reafons I had to offer required 
more attention thancan be expeed of minitfters 
at this feafon of the year, the few hours a week 
they are in town. But befides, as the penalty 
of not returning the certificate is only the pay- 
ment of the duty, the uncharged goods, fuch 
as linens, although the bond is required for 
them, will be liable to no penalty if the cer- 
tificate is not returned. When the a is re- 
newed next feffion, it will be proper to alter 

that 
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that part of it, and you will fee by the enclofed 
paper how I had intended it fhould have been, 
and I think it will meet with no difficulty 
here if you keep good faith with the hereditary 
revenue. I beg my refpects to my Lord Lieu- 
tenant, and am, &c. 


WILL. KNOX. 


P. S. I date my letter from 5t. James's, 
having come up to attend the Council. 


To Witt1aM Knox, &/¥. 


Dear Sir, 


COPIES of the letters I had the honour 
of receiving from you, In the courfe of the laft 
feffions of our parliaments, were made fome 
time fince ; but as you had hinted that the fe- 
veral matters they treat of might come again 
‘nto difcuffion, I wifhed them to have been ac- 
companied with a word or two upon thofe fub- 
ets, and have been collecting materials for the 


Tam forry this has occafioned a delay 
jncon= 


purpole. 
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tnconvenient to you and injurious to the pubhe, 
being well affured nothing I could offer would 
compenfate the |} aving deferred your confideration 
of thefe fubjetis. I have not omitted to expre/s 
how much I thon ght my Lord Lieutenant and the 
public indebted to you Jor your attention to them, 
and beg you will do me the juftice to believe I 
Should be very happy in any opportunity of J/hewing 
how fenfible Iam of the material afifiance I re- 
ceive from you upon many occa/fions. 
I am, dear Sir, 
With great efteem, 
Your moft faithful, 
And obedient, 
Dublin Caftle, Humble fervant, 
15th Of. 1778. R. HERON. 


No. XLI. 
Jo Wituttam Knox, Eq. 


Dublin, Auguft 6, 1748. 
Dear Sir, 

! HAVE received your very obliging let- 
ter of the 3rft of laft month, and make no 
doubt that we thal! pafs the equalizing bill with 
the alteration, though certainly not agreeable to 


thofe 


[> ear 3 


thofe who are capable of judging of the fubjed. 
The keeping up the diftin@tion between the he- 
reditary and temporary revenue can an{wer no 
purpofe but to continue jealoufies which every 
good man muft wifh to extinguifh: there are 
but two principles upon which it can be fup- 
ported, and no man, I believe, will avow ei- 
ther.—The firft is, that a time may come when 
the Crown may act without a Parliament, and 
depend upon the hereditary revenue for its 
fupport ; the fecond is, that the hereditary re- 
venue is the private property of the Crown, 
and may be difpofed of at pleafure. 


Whatever advantage may be dertved to thts 
kingdom from the laws which have paffed im 
Great Britain the laft feffion, it has been ob- 
tained, Tam perfuaded, principally by your judg- 
ment, indufiry, and zeal. Iam fenjible that 1 had 
not the leaf? merit in any thing which was done ; 
for though no man had warmer wilhes, I per- 
ceived very clearly that nothing I faid made the 
leaft impreffion. Xt will certainly appear that 
Great Britain will not fuffer any prejudice 
f-om thofe laws. I with it were equally cer- 
tain Ireland would receive benefit from them, 


which I muft confefs to you I much doubt, 
| from 
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from the want not only of capitals, but of fpirit 
in our merchants. Seven hundred pounds pre- 
mium to the firft thip which goes has already 
been offered, and, to all appearance, in vain. J 

Shall be happy in the continuance of a corre/pon- 
dence with one for whom I have fo much efteem, 
and who has proved himfelf to be fo _fincere, as 
well as powerful, a friend to my country. 'The 
Roman Catholic bill will pafs our Houfe this 
day, and I make no doubt will pafs the Lords 


likewife. I am, with much afteGtion and 
efteem, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moft affured, 


And obedient fervant. 


EDM. SEX. PERY. 


No. XLII. 
To WiuiiamM Knox, E/q; 
Dromoland, Sept. 20th, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


Otjerving in a late paper that the govern- 
ment here have ifued a proclamation for taking 


of 
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off entirely the embargo on butter, I cannot omtt 
returning my thanks for a meafure to wich I 
was a witnels how much your zeal for Ireland 
contributed. It were exceedingly to be wifhed that 
Jometning could be done alfo with refpect to the 
beef trade of this Ri mee Jom - fo far as may be ne- 
ceffary for the fleets of Et altend, it is altogether 
reafonable they fhould be firftt ferved, and yet, 
confidering the circumfiances of the two coun- 
tries, even that pre-emption might be always 
infured, by the contractors paying two or three 
fhillings per hundred more than they do at pre- 
fent, without that terrib le convulfion which a 
now three years embargo has made on our 
trade andconftitution But above half the beef 
of Ireland is of an inferior fort, which the con- 
trafors for the navy will not take ; and while 
the convoys go only from Cork, Waterford, 
and Dublin, even that over- -loaded trade of 
fmall beef is monopolized in thofe towns bya 
few merchants, while Limerick, Galway, 
Sligo, &c. are under an abfolute prohibition. 
“te] the effects of this very feverely at this 
iNTat, not being able to get a euinea rent 
amonsn.. tenants. What the fenfe of the 
Limerick chants is you will judge from 
the enclofe@..i-) contains a pretty fair te- 
prefentation 
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prefentation of the fa@ts, though the letter was 
not written, I believe, to be fhown about. 


The Roman Catholics feem every where 
highly grateful for the benefits they have re- 
ceived, and yet without any imprudent ex- 
preflions of their joy: the principal ones of 
them every where come to the affizes to take 
the oaths to his Majefty ; and if it be thought 
neceffary, the whole body of the people might 
be brought to do the fame by the next feffion. 
At my affizes, the titular bifhop, M‘Mahon, 
and all his clergy, were {worn, and at the 
fame time he publithed the enclofed exhorta- 
tion, which I fend you asan evidence of thofe 
people’s opinion. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your obliged and 
Faithful fervant, 


LUCIUS O’BRIEY 


No. XLII. 
To Mr. Peery. 


oth Od. 1748. 
Dear Sir, 

SOON after I received your very obliging 
letter our friend Sir Lucius repeated his vifit 
to this metropolis ; and as he feldom travels 
in vain for his country’s advantage, an oppor- 
tunity offered while he was here of liberating 
the Irith butter from the embargo, and we did 
not fuffer it to flip. "The beef is ftill wholly 
fubje@ to it; and I find, by a letter I have re- 
ceived from him fince his return, that its being 
fo is of very mifchievous confequences to Ire- 
land. The Attorney General, who is now 
here, tells me the fame thing ; and as I never 
can fuppofe Government mean to do mifchief, 
though they ofien do tt, I with to be able to 
fhew the evil, and point out a remedy. There 
are two objects to be attended to in any propo- 
(ition that we may make them : the fecuring a 
fufficient fupply for our own forces, and the 
preventing the French availing themfelves: of 
our beef to victual their fhips and colonies. 
The embargo effeQually does both ; and if we 

cannot 
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cannot fhew fome other way of doing fo, I fear 
the embargo will not be removed. You are 
able to give Government the beft information 
upon this fubject, and I very willingly offer my 
beft endeavours to have your advice liftened to. 
The prefent is a feafon of recefs, and any mat- 


: 
: 
: 
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ter of this kind can now be eafily brought into 
confideration ; the fooner therefore that you 
make your propofition the better. I am not 
afraid but that we fhould prevail to have the 
fmall beef {ent at large, if we could draw an 
effeCtual line between it and the kind our own 
people are fupplied with; for I think the firft 
object [ mentioned is of much greater impor- 
tance than the fecond ; and if that can be ob- 
tained the other might be lefs regarded. I 
am going to Bath to drink the water the re- 
mainder of this month, and hope to be honour- 
ed with your commands upon my return, which 
will give great pleafure to, and be pundually 
executed by, &c. 


WILLIAM KNOX. 


No. 





ee J 
No. XLIV. 


To Witi1aM Knox, £/9. 


Edmund's Bury, Ocf. 23, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 


I DEFERED acknowledging the receipt of 
your very kind letter of the gth inftant, until I 
had again {poke to Sir Richard Heron upon the 
fubject of it, which, indeed, I had repeatedly 
done before: he affured me that my Lord Lieu- 
tenant and he had ufed every argument they could 
think of to have the embargo upon mall beef taken 
off, or at leaf? relaxed, but im vain ; however he 
{aid he would, at my requeit, make another 
effort for the purpofe, fince I feemed to think 
there was a poflibility that it might fucceed. 
Yet I confefs to you I have little expectations 
from it ; the fame principles upon which it was 
Grt laid on fill fubfitt, and will continue it. 


How confiftent they are either with juftice or 
good policy I will not prefume to examine ; 
but this | am certain of, that hitherto it has 

anfwered 








anfwered no other purpofe but that of reduc- 
ing to the utmoft diftrefs a people who have 
deferved better. You fay there are two objects 
to be attended to in any propofition to be made 
on this fubje& ;—the fecuring a fufficient {up- 
ply for our own forces, and preventing the 
French fhips and colonies from being victualled. 
With refpeé to the firft, I am confident that 
none of our beef which is fit for the Englith 
market ever goes to any other ; the price of it, 
which no other country will, or perhaps can 
pay, is the beft fecurity again{t that. With re- 
{pect to the fecond, it now appears that the 
French fleets and colonies have been fuffici- 
ently provided with victuals, notwithftanding 
the embargo in this kingdom continued for 
years ; and I confefs I cannot fee what advan- 
tage it is to Great Britain that France fhould be 
obliged to take her provifions from other coun- 
tries rather than from Ireland. It has I know 
been the policy of very wife nations to fupply 
their enemies, even in time of war, with what 
they wanted, and I believe they never had rea- 
fon to repent having done fo. With refpect 
to drawing a line between the {mall beef and 
that fit for the confumption of Great Britain, 
in my opinion the price moft effectually does 
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it; but if that Is not Judged (ufficient, proper ht 
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perfons, in whom Government may confide, H 

may be ftationed at the different ports of ex- My 

portation to examine the provitions intended ‘ 

to be exported. + 
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I am, dear Sir, My 
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Your moft faithful, wt 
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And obedient fervant, i 
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Papers which procured the Revocation of the " 

Embargo on Irifh Provifions, Dec. 1778, i 

‘i 
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iS i 
THE intention of laying and continuing hie 
the embargo on the exportation of beef and + 
pork from Ireland was to fecure a fufficient fup- die 

ply for our fleets and armies, and to prevent the i 
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rebels and French from getting them. Ther * 
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is no reftraint upon the quantity that may be 
fent to our own iflands, but only that the fhips 
muft fail with convoy, and give bond to deliver 
their cargoes according to their declaration.— 
This reftraint has operated fufficiently for pre- 
venting clandeftine exportations to the French 
iflands or the rebellious provinces. The, con- 
tinuance of it therefore may be expected to 
have the like operation, and on that account it 
ought to be continued; but the reftraint of 
exporting to all Europe except France does not 
appear fo neceflary. The French fleets and 
trading fhips have not been kept in port for 
want of Irifh provifions, and fhould the French 
get them through Spain or Holland, their doing 
fo will not ferve to augment their navy, and 
will therefore be no injury to Great Britain. 
They can now get fupplied with Danifh and 
Swedifh provifions in the fame manner as they 
will then get the Irith. They cannot then fo 
eafily fend the frith provifions to their iflands 
as they now can the Danifh or Swedifh, for 
the Danith or Swedifh may goin fafety in their 
own. fhips. to St. Buftatia or St. Croix, and 

; 


have only the rifk of being taken between thofe 


) Ins 
{lands and the French, but the Infh provifions, 


-¢ fant from France will have the rifk of being 
taken 
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taken in Europe as well as in the Weft Indies. 
The taking off the embargo therefore upon the 
exportation of Irifh beef and pork to all parts 
of Europe except France, cannot be of any 
public detriment, but it will greatly ferve Ire- 
land, for the Spaniards and Portuguefe will 
have it for their {hips and fettlements. The 
French will endeavour to get it in preference to 
what they now make ufe of, but the demand 
on the whole will not be fo great as to interfere 
with our own fupplies, nor will the fame fort 
of beef that we want be called for by the 
French, Spaniards or Portuguefe. 
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No. XLVI. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Even to Mr. 


KwNox. 
Dublin Caftle, Nov. 28, 1781. 
My Dear Sir, 


THIS meffenger carries the remainder of 
our money bills, and I fincerely hope they may 
be returned without delay or alteration. Pray 
write to me by return of this meflenger, and 
give me your fentiments and advice upon the 
fubje@ of a national Bank for Ireland. I have 
many ideas upon it, whenever I can find time 
to digeft them ; andI fee the importance of the 
prefent government taking the lead in the mea 
fure, and managing it indeed before they bring 
it into Parliament, fince that eftablifhment 
muft fooner. or later be made ; and it is very ef- 
fential to the interefts of the nation to make 
this alfo alink of connection. 


Believe me, my dear Sir, 
Faithfully and affeCionately, 


Your's, &c. 


W. EDEN. 
No. 
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E-xtraél of a Letter from Mr. Knox to Mr 


EDEN. 


Whitehall, December 6, 1781: 


My dear Sir, 


ONE batch of your bills is gone back, and 
the other, I believe, will very foon follow. 
You defire my thoughts upon a national Bank 
for Ireland. It is an ill time for one who 1s 
juft become a bankrupt in one part of the world 
to think of eftablifhing a fyftem of credit in 
another; but you fhall have what occurs, and 
as it is a fubjeét I have often deliberated upon, 
the lefs confideration will now be neceflary. 
(The whole of this setter being upon a fubject 
of too delicate a nature for the. public eye, fnort 
extracts of the plan is only given.) The plan 
of the Bank of England 1s, for commercial pur- 
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pofes, the moft perfect that can be imagined, 
and it has the advantage of long experience and 
infinite fuccefs to recommend it. The interior 
of it is wonderfully regular ; to come at the 
knowledge of it you muft buy one of the 
clerks at any price, for the ceconomy of it is 
kept a fecret. I know a good deal of it, but 
not fufficient to {ketch the plan. 


The Bank fhould be reftrained from lending 
money upon lands or purchafing; but they 
fhould beat liberty to lend upon Government 
fecurities. To extend thecirculation of your 
notes, from which all the benefit to the nation 
muft arife, as by that means the public ftock 
will be augmented, which is the great thing 
now wanted, pafs an at, making Infh cur- 
rency the fame as Englifh, and then the Bank 
notes will gain a circulation here, and through- 
out all England and Scotland; but you muft 
have a correfponding houfe here, as the Briftol 
banks have, to give cafh for Irifh Bank notes. 
The alteration of the currency would have 
another good effect; it would affift you with 
loans from this and other countries, as all peo- 
ple would know what they were to receive, de- 
ducting a commiffion, which they cannot now 


do, 
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do, embarraffed by the difference of exchanges. 
It would anfwer politically alfo, by removing 
a diftinCtion between the two kingdoms, which 
is of no fort of ufe to either ; for you are too 
wellinformed of the nature of money to fup- 
pote the increafing the nominal value of the 
{fpecie will ferve to refirain it in any country. 
And ftill further to promote the circulation of 
their notes, and give the government a claim 
to their affiftance, all the receivers. of the re- 
venue fhould be ordered to fend their money 
to the Bank; but the fame caution fhould be 
ufed by the Irifh exchequer as is ufed here, 
to prevent the idea of Bank notes being lawful 
tender. The exchequer never offers to pay in 
notes ; a clerk of the Bank fits there. and upon 
your defiring notes, hands over to the Teller 
the fum wanted. Your Tellers and Receivers 
General will not greatly like my propofitions, 
efpecially that one of the Collectors remitting 
to the Bank ; but you can compenfate them by 
increafing their falaries, for the thing muit be 
done, or your Bank will fail of its utility to 
the public from the want of circulation, for 
the collectors being remitters to the Bank 
will be glad to take Bank notes, and thus 


every one of them throughout the an 
wi 
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will become a cafhier for the Bank. I know 
the colleGors make a profit by remitting mer- 
chants and manufa@urers bills, but if you 
oblige them to remit weekly they will not 


always be able to get good bills, and muft take 
Bank notes. 


I haveanother plan to propofe in addition to 


that of a national] bank, with the fame view 


of increafing the national ftock of money, and 
pointed efpecially to the improvement of the 
lands; but while the B 
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cent. if is in vain to 
think of carrying it into execution. 


WILL. KNOX. 
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Copy of aLeiter from Mr. Knox to the Marquts 
of DUCKINGHAM, dated 2 7th Hebruary, 1788. 
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AS I was fo fortunate as to be the firft who 
was able to prevail with an Englifh Adminiftra- 
tion to confider the extenfion of the trade of 
Ireland, as promotive of the profperity of Great 
Britain, and in confequence of that perfuafion. 
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obtained 
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obtained for Ireland a participation in her 
fifheries and colony trade, and had alfo the good 
fortune to frame fuch regulations for carrying 
Vest 
i 


it on as proved fatisfaCtory to the Englifh ma- 
/ o RAB 
nufaClurer, and gave content to the people of 
1 om Ft Ey 
Ireland, I have always felt it my duty upon 
every occafion, when my fervice was required 


or my opinion afked, to take the interefts of 
Ireland into confideration with thofe of Great 
Britain, and endeavour to procure for the Irifh 
commerce the fame advantages that were pro- 
pofed to be given to that of Great Britain; and 
having been lately applied to for a plan for ex- 
tending and accelerating the correfpondence be- 


oO 
oO 


tween this country and North America, and the 
Weft India Iflands, J did not fail to point out 
in the one | propofed the manner in which 
Ireland might be admitted to partake of its ad- 
vantages: but as my pre{ent private fituation 
gives me no official inte ccourfe with minifiers, I 
can do no more than point out the method, and 
mutt leave the enforcing it tu abler hands; and 
as] know none more fo than your excellency’s, 
I truit you will pardon the liberty Ihave taken 
of fending you the inclofed complete copy of 
my plan, that your Excellency feeing its whole 
extent. and the feveral relations it combines, 
may 








may be the better able to judge of its impor- 
tance ; and whether the connecting Ireland 
with it, in the manner I have propofed, be an 
object worthy your Excellency’s attention. lam 
happy to fee your Excellency take the lead ina 
meafure, [the reduction of the nattonal intere/ft,| 
which I have often heard my ever dear and ho- 
noured friend, your Excellency’s late father, 
{peak of as highly neceflary to be adopted ; and 
I thought it juft to his memory, which I fhall 
never ceafe to revere, to mention his intention 
of doing fo, in my late Pamphlet* upon the 
Commercial Treaty ; and I hope the reduction 
of the Englifh legal intereft, which I then fug- 
gefted, will take place, as that will obviate all 
objeCtions to the reduction your Excellency has 
propofed in Ireland. Your Excellency has a 
wide field for the difplay of your great abilities, 
and the fufpenfion (for it is no more) of emi- 
gration to America, which the unfettled ftate 
of that country occafions, furnifhes a fingularly 
glorious oportunity for their application ; and 
I beg your Excellency to believe that whatever 


* Helps to a Right Underftanding the Merits of the 
Commercial Treaty with France, addrefled to the Mem- 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament Printed for J. 
Debrett, Piecadilly. 

little 
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little affiftance it may be in my power to give, 
for the furtherance of your Excellency’s mea- 
fures for the public welfare, will be at all times 
moft cheerfully afforded by him who has the 
honour to be, with the greateft refpeQ and 
efteem, 


Yours, &c. 


No. XLIX. 


Paper fent to Mr. Rost, Dec. 9, 1787, to be 
laid before Mr. Pitt. 


AMONG the circumftances of good which 
may be extracted from the great evil of the 
American war, and its unfortunate termina- 
tion, the ftop put to emigration from Great 
Britain and Ireland to America is the moftim- 
portant, as it affords Governmenta fair occafion 
of not only retaining but increafing its fub- 
jects, and adding to the national wealth, by 
increafing the products of the lands, and ex- 
tending manufaatures. The event has fhewn 
how very unwife the old policy of unbounded 
colonization was, but the purfuit of the fame 
fyftem, after the experience we have had of its 

pernicious 
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pernicious tendency, would be ftill more culpa- 
ble ; and as we have the means of providing for 
the accommodation of many more inhabitants 
than, the Britifh iflands contain, let us ufe at 
leaft equal endeavours to induce thofe we have 
to remain with us, as were formerly put in 
practice to tempt them to emigrate to America. 
Initead of holding out gratuitous grants of lands 
in America, with fupplies of provifions and 
working tools, civil and religious eftablifhments 
without expenfe, exemption from taxes, boun- 
ties on their produéts, to excite the ftarving in- 
habitants of the Scotch Iflands to abandon their 
opprefiive landlords, high-rented lands, bur- 
thenfome taxes, want of markets for their 
{canty produce, and of civil authority and reli- 
gious inftruCtion for thcir comfort and protec- 


them to cultivate thofe not 


tion ; let us induce 
unfertile diftrids by fimilar indulgences, and 
try if we can colonize the Hebrides, Orkneys 
and Shetland Ifland: 1¢ unimproved tracts 
in Wales, at as {mall an expenfe as we have 


been at to furnifh Nova Scotia, St. John’s and 
1 
i 


Cape Breton with inhabitants. Plans for this 
purpofe are what I have to propofe, but I will 
not offer them at the hazard of their being con- 
verted into jobs, or being defeated through the 
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ignorance or felf-interefted views of thofe to 
whom the execution of them may be commit- 
ted. No man has ever had the fame opportu- 
nities I have had of acquiring commercial and 
colonial information, and very few have had 
the like occafions to combine what they may 
have attained with the knowledge of the po- 
litical interefts of this country ; and the great 
fuccefs which has attended the regulations I 
have advifed warrant mein faying I availed 
myfelf of them: Nor has want of integrity, or 
the preferring my private intereits to thofe of 
the public, ever been imputed to me. | do not 
therefore conceive I fhall expofe myfelf to the 
charge of arrogance, in propofing myfelf as the 
mott fit to conduét fuch an undertaking, and 
I am ready to do it without any ftipulation of 
emolument, or looking for other sratification 
than the. confcioufnefs of having effentially 
ferved my country, and teftified my gratitude 
to my moft gracious Sovereign, whofe {pon- 
taneous bounty relieved me when I was 


diftreffed. 
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No. L. 


Extra of the Pamphlet, intitled The Fuftice 
and Policy of the Quebec AF vindicated ; pub- 
hifhed in the Year 1474, 


IRELAND and Minorca furnifhed the moft 
firiking inftances of the treatment given by 
our anceitors to a people profefling the Catho- 
lic Religion, and as the meafures purfued in 
thofe inftances were exceedingly different, the 
effects of each were inveftigated with the moft 
critical exactnefs. 


The Irifh Papifts, when the revolution took 
place, had attached themfelves to the banifhed 
King through principle, as well becaufe he was 
their King, as becaufe he loft the crown of 
England by his zeal for the religion they pro- 
feffed. ‘The capitulation of Limerick was the 
only affurance they had received from their 

con- 
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conqueror of the enjoyment of their property, 
or the exercife of their religion; and thofe who 
had the misfortune not to be included in that 
capitulation, which was a vaft majority of that 
wretched people, were abfolutely at the mercy 
of the viGorious Proteftants. ‘The number 
of inhabitants of Ireland did not then amount 
toa million, and the RomanCatholics were four 
Gfths of the whole; dread of their numbers 
and refentment of the cruelties they had in- 
flied upon the Proteftants whilft their rule 
lafted, diGtated the plan which was then adop- 
ted, and which has to this day been unremit- 
tingly purfued for preventing the growth of 
Popery in that ifland, and depriving its pro- 
feffors of all means of difturbing the govern- 
ment or abetting the enemies of the ftate. All 
Papifts not included in the capitulation of 
Limerick are by law rendered incapable of 
purchafing, inheriting, or even obtaining the 
fecurity of a mortgage upon a landed eftate ; 
and to encourage the difcovery and detection 
of offenders againtt thefe laws, as well as to 
| promote reformation, the informers are re- 
warded with a grant of the lands which upon 
conviction of the owner becomes forfeited fo 
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the Crown: befides the legal difabilities which 
Papifts are fubjected to by the laws of Eng- 
land, the Irith Roman Catholics are deprived 
of all weapons oftenfive or defenfive, and it 
is made penal for them to cut their vi@uals 


iors . 
with knives exceeding a certain length in the 


blade ; they are debarred of giving their chil- 
dren any education unlefs under Proteftant 
matters; and if, from any improvements they 
make, the profits of their farms fhould at any 
time be found to exceed one third of the rent, 
their leafes become voidable; and fhould any 
of them be found upon a horfe worth more 
than five pounds, he is liable to be compelled 
to fell him for that price to the firft militia 


man who takes a liking to him. 


It is difficult to imagine what more can be 
done, by /evere treatment, to extinguifha fea 
or to deprive its followers of all fpirit and abi- 
lity to difturb the government. Yet the effe@ 
of thefe meafures, if we may believe the Irith 
proteftants, has not by any means anfwered 
their avowed purpofes, nor ferved in any de- 
gree to recommend them for our imitation in 
Onebec. For, after the experience of almoft 

a century, 
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acentury, we are told fuch is fil] the m 


alige 
nant hatred borne by t 


he papifts to the protef- 
tants, and fuch their determined purpofe to 
yield that kingdom to a foreign power when- 
ever the opportunity prefents itfelf, that altho’ 
the proteftants now bear the Proportion of two 
to five to the Roman Catholics, are in poffef- 
fion of all the offices of the {ftate, the land 
owners of nearly the whole ifland, and pro- 
teed and fupported by the whole power of 
England, they think themfelves in the utmoft 
danger of being maffacred by the papifts, if 
even in time of peace there fhould happen to 
be a lefs number than twelve thoufand effec- 
tive troops remaining in the ifland*. 


U Now 


* The arguments ufed by the oppofers of the popith 
mortgage bill all tended to fhew that fhould the Trith 
papilfts ever acquire property in that country they would 
certainly employ it to the deftruction of the proteftants, 
and the fame men who declaim upon the hardfhips im- 
pofed on Ireland by Englifh laws, which exclude the in- 
habitants from lucrative branches of trade, with the fame 
breath affert that the conftitution would be in the utmoft 
danger fhould three-fifths of the inhabitants find means of 
{paring a fhilling from their immediate neceffities. In 
another century perhaps fome ftatefmen may arife in that 

country 
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Now the Irith Papifts are Irifh men mixed in 
blood and defcended from many of thofe who 
are atprefent Proteftant families. ‘There js not 
an individual inhabitant that has ever borne 
arms againft the Englifh Government, nor 
has there been any rebellion, infurre@ion, 
or the face of an enemy (Thurot’s excepted) 
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country who can conceive men Zo be more d:fpofed to 
fupport a government that protecis them in all the rights of 
Lumanity, than one whofe policy it is to extirpate them ; 
that as men alw ays entertain a predilection in favour of 
the country where they are educated, fo compel the Ro- 
man Catholicks to fend their children to France for education 
zs not the bef? means of weaning their affections from that 
kingdom ; that men who inveft their we alth in fixed pro- 
perty are not the moff apt to excite infurretions ; and that 
to oblige men to tr anfmit their. pi ‘operty into foreign countries 
as not the fureft eft method of attaching them to the ftate they 
refide in. Bithops, it is to be hoped, may be found in future 
times who will be able to difcover that their being brought 
up in ignorance is not the likelief? way to teach men to dif- 
cern and overcome early prejudices ; that it is paying an ill 
compliment to the authors of the reformation {fo infi/t 
upon mens profeling themféelves Pro oteftants antecedent to their 
ba ing any tft uct io? ; and that chrifti: nity no more autho- 

| Proteflants to make converts } y penal flatutes and difabi- 


ities, than it doés Roman Catholics to propagate their 
creed by fire and fagcot. 


Sees ate == — < 


se ~ 
Ramee = 
ee 


ee 


=u 


—_ 


4 
, 
a8 
, 


{een 





= - Vs ee ge ya -<e..- 
3 Rae ee eae . . , air 


ie ge7 | 


feen for fourfcore years in that kingdom; 
and yet if; notwithftanding thefe happy cir- 
cumittances, feverity has fo little ferved to 
attach thefe infatuated people to the Englith 
government and their fellow-fubjeGs, what 
fuccefs may we hope for from the like methods 
in Canada, where the Roman Catholic inha- 
bitants are five hundred to one Proteftant? 
and thofe Roman Catholics ten years ago were 
fubje&ts of France, and every man bearing 
arms again{t England, in poffeffion too of a 
country fituated three thoufand miles from 
Great Britain, and all accefs to it denied by 
nature, to our fleets and armies, for fix months 
in every year. 


The effets of lenity in the other inftance 
recurred to, which was that of Minorca, were 
more promifing, and the cafe was more in 
point than that of Ireland. “The inhabitants 
of Minorca were originally Spaniards, and hof- 
tile to England. They had been permitted the 
full enjoyment of their religion and proper- 
ties from the ceflion of the ifland to Great 
Britain, by the treaty of Utrecht, to the prefent 
hour; and although we have had two wars 

with 
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with Spain in that time, and the ifland has 
once been coriquered by France, the inhabi- 
tants have fhewn no impatience under the 
Englifh government, nor have they been 
found to invite or abet an invafion by. their 
former fovereign, or any other Roman 
Catholic prince, 
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